TOWN HALL MEETING 


WHEN??? 


WHERE?? 


WHY 
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WHAT??? 


WHO???? 


WOW!!!! 


Wednesday - May 11th - 7:30 pm, | 


THE COMMUNITY CENTER BUILDING 
WARRENTON CITY PARK 


To tell YOU what your city is doing 
To ask YOU what your priorities are 


To give YOU A CHANCE TO PARTICIPATE 


WARRENTON'S ON A BUILDING BOOM 
HEAR ALL ABOUT IT!!! 


YOoU!! to toss questions; get answers 


GAIN A FEELING OF COMMUNITY UNITY 


All this and REFRESHMENTS too 
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DOC YAK'S 
Located just west of the Skipanon Bridge, 
Doc Yak's building burned down in 1933. 


ate 7 1965 


Ftreman Moy1945 Fire Chtef. 0cl-1963 
ARE TIREMENT PARTY 
TN=HONOR-OF 
RICHARD J. FORD 


sate SaturSoy May 225-1982 
time 6230: pom. 


place Warrenton Htaf Seffoot: Cafeterta 
cost-of dinner $6.50 per person 
given by Citi of Warrenton 

PREASE JOIN: 5 = 


RSVP. 861-2255 be fore: 5-20-82 


Price per person: $10.00 


No host cocktails: 6:00 p.m. 


R.S.V.P.: 

Office of the Mayor 
By August 10, 1984 
861-2233 


The Warrenton City Commission 
requests the pleasure of your company 
ata retirement dinner 
in honour of our city peace officer 
who has served over thirty years 
WILLIAM E. (BILL) BRONSON 
on Tuesday, the fourteenth of August 
nineteen hundred and eighty-four 
at seven o’clock in the evening 
Youngs Bay Restaurant 
Youngs Bay Plaza 
Warrenton, Oregon 


Checks payable to: 
BRONSON Retirement Dinner 
147 S. Main 

Warrenton, Oregon 97146 


MEMO from city OF WARRENTON 4/14/83 


To: Gilbert Gramson, City Manager 
Warrenton City Commission 


The representative from the Water,food & Research Lab, which makes the 
semi-monthly tests of the Warrenton water, came in to pick up the sample 
bottles today. 1! noticed one of the cartons said ''Clatskanie'' and re- 
minded her it was from us, to which she replied: ‘Don't worry, I'11 

not give anyone else credit for your water.'! | said | liked the word 
"credit! and she advised she felt Warrenton has good water and the people 
working with the system know unusually well what they are doing. | told 
her that was nice to hear and that | would tell the superintendent. She 
then stated she felt our small city was most fortunate; she thought Alvin 
is one of the most knowledgeable water department supervisors she has met. 
She went on to say that he seems to have so much knowledge at his finger- 
tips, is willing to share it with others, is willing to listen to others 
and never "puts down'' members of other departments. She said: ''He is a 
pleasure to work with and we feel you people are really lucky." 


We so often hear only those who have a complaint; | feel it most important 
this message be passed along to you. 


va 


~~ 
; awe PS rhsniian! 


SE 
LI 


(saa 
LEI 


WARRENTON COMMUNITY SERVICE CENTER 


FROM: The Rockey Company 
1211 S.W. Fifth Avenue 
2740 Pacwest Center 
Portland, OR 97204 
Contact: Rolf Glerum, 226-6855 


FOR: Warrenton Community/Senior Center 
c/o CCI Architects 
11675 S.W. 66th Avenue 
Portland, OR 97223 
Contact: Bill Lloyd, 639-4914 


FACT SHEET 


PROJECT: Warrenton Community/Senior Center Complex 
Third Street and S.W. Birch 
Warrenton, Oregon 


FUNDING: HUD Grant $249,500 
The Crazy Eight 20,000 
Other funds 59,700 
ESTIMATED COST: $330,000 
CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE: Groundbreaking Oct. 5, 1986 
Bids let January 1987 
Initial construction March 1987 
Completion Fall 1987 
BUILDING SPECS: Total area 3,500 sq.-ft. 


Multiuse room 39' x 39' = 1,521 sq.-ft. 

Classroom Restrooms 

Kitchen Covered deck 

Storage/0ffice 30 parking spaces 
MATERIALS: Concrete tile roof 


Synthetic plaster exterior walls 
Electric utilities 

Wood deck 

Air conditioning/heat pump 


CONSULTANTS: CCI Architects, Portland 
Cundiff Engineering Inc./Consulting Engineers, Portland 
John McDonnald, Soils Engineer, Portland 


INDIVIDUALS: Gil Gramson, City Manager 861-2233 
Jim Rankin, City Engineer 861-2233 
Bill Lloyd, CCI Project Manager 639-4914 
Rolf Glerum, PR Representative 226-6855 


THE CRAZY EIGHT: Edna Black, chairwoman 861-1340 
Ethel Sparks, secretary-treasurer 861-2715 


Dan Newton Hill Hainzinger 
Ethel Buchanan Audrey Pevey 
Eilene Thomas Bessie Nichols 


Alice Schwartzenbach 


TIEADQUARTERS - WARRENTON, OREGON 


AUGUST 30 TO SEPT. 6 INCLUSIVE 
1954 ~ 


REGULATIONS 


Fishing from Westport, Oregon, to the Columbia bar. 
Rod and Reel only. 
Weighing from 12 P.M. to 7 P.M. 


In landing fish the fisherman may have help in gaffing. To 
compete for a prize there must be a registered person present 
who must accompany the fisherman to the weigh station. 


DAILY GUARANTEED PRIZES 
$75.00 and $25.00 
GRAND PRIZE $1000.00 
Entrance Fee $2.00 


Lower Columbia Salmon Derby 


Warrenton, Oregon 
Phone 2001 


Directory of Services ot Supplies 


MAIN STREET GROCERY 


GEN. GROCERIES VEGETABLES 
BEVERAGES MEATS 
Open 7 Days a Week 
Sun. 9 to 5 Weekdays 8 to 8 


QUARLES HARDWARE 


Marshall Wells Store 
Middle of Main Street 
SPORTING GOODS 


OPEN EARLY AND LATE 
FISHING LICENSES 


WADE’S BAYVIEW DAIRY 


Home Delivery 
Phone 5211 
GRADE A MILK, CREAM 
COTTAGE CHEESE, EGGS 


RED & WHITE GROCERY 
Corner 4th and Main 
GROCERIES BEVERAGES 
Open 7 Days a Week 
ALSO FULL LINE OF 
FRESH MEATS 


WARRENTON ELECTRIC 


Main Street 


APPLIANCES, WIRING & REPAIR 
ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES 


Phone 3316 


THE CLUB 


Main and Third Street 
DINE AND DANCE 


0, C, AGER H. S. COYLE 


JOHNSON’S DRUG STORE 
Main and Third 
PRESCRIPTIONS FILLED 
DRUGS 
FISHING TACKLE, LICENSES 


WHERE GOOD PEOPLE 


HANG OUT 
ED’S PLACE 
Good Food Drinks 
Informstion Shuffleboard 
Phone 5711 
Call 2066 


WARRENTON BOAT YARD 
24 Hour Marine Repair 


SKILLED WORKMEN 
ED SALMI AND SON 


Parking - Camping - Moorage 
Boat Reservations 


Call 2801 Standard Marine Dock 


ee 


SEASIDE CLAM CO. 
Warrenton Waterfront 


CUSTOM CANNING 
SMOKING, ICING, SHIPPING 


Phone 3621 


_-.. 


Make 


KELSON’S TAVERN 
YOUR HOME PORT 


Ida and Norm Chopard 
Beverages and Lunches 
Boat Reservations 


Phone 3281 


HARTLEY’S GARAGE 
Third and Hemlock 
EXPERT BOAT MOTOR REPAIRS 
TEXACO PRODUCTS 
8 A.M. to 9 P.M. Phone 4106 


EAT AT 
JENNIE’S ICE CREAM SHOP 


BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER 


HOME MADE PIES 
ICE CREAM TO GO 


Main Street at Fourth 


SERVICE GARAGE 
Main Street 


MOBIL PRODUCTS 
AUTOMOTIVE AND MARINE 
REPAIR 


HENDRICKSON BOAT YARD 


E, W. HENDRICKSON AND SON 


@ GENERAL MARINE AND HARDWARE 
@ GENERAL PETROLEUM PRODUCTS 
@ FISHING TACKLE AND SUPPLIES 


POP’S CHICKEN DINNER 


Tired of Fish Every Day? 

TRY POP’S DELICIOUS DINNERS 
Corner of Highway 101 and 105 
Airport Road and 
Warrenton Entrance 


SHAW‘S GROCERY 
5th and Main 
FRESH MEATS 
FROZEN FOODS 
Phone 2921 


GROCERIES 


CRAB POT 
DINE AND DANCE 


STEAKS AND SEAFOOD 
SPECIALTY 


Highway 101 Near W. Warrenton 
Junction 


Phone 2172 


FENTON‘S GROCERY 
Main Street 
FRESH GROCERIES 
FRUIT - VEGETABLES 
MEAT 
FROZEN FOODS 
Phone 3401 


@ FISHING LICENSES AND INFORMATION 


@ BOAT CHARTER 


WEIGH-IN STATION 


PHONE 4331 
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By ANDREA KENNET 
Of The Daily Astorian 

WARRENTON — At long last, the Warrenton Communi- 
ty Center will open its doors Sunday. 

An open house will be the first public event in the 
single-story, 3,500-square-foot building in the city park. 
The long-anticipated opening, originally set for last 
December, -had been held up by delays in kitchen 
quent deliveries. 

open house will be from 2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. in the 
center, "located at the intersection of Southwest Third 
Street and Alder Avenue. The Warrenton School Band will 
play during brief ceremonies to mark the opening. 4 
Manager Gil Gramson will recount the efforts by th 
Crazy Eight, a group of nine senior citizens who organized 
in 1979 to work for the center. The Rev. George Spencer, 
pastor of the Warrenton Church of the Nazarene, will give 
an invocation. 

The Crazy Eight will furnish cake and the Fort Stevens 
Auxiliary No. 580, Veterans of Foreign Wars, will supply 
cookies, ibe Warcentocs Garden Cip- wil crovate Dower 
arrangement 

The bullding was funded primarily by a grant from the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The 
$249,500 grant went oer Sonera ees cones. Ths 
Crazy Eight raised more than $20,000 for furnishings and 
kitchen equipment. 


The Warrenton seniors will move their twice-weekly 
, lunch program to the community center. 


j Ala, They “cn rei 


Fellows Hall to serve lunch to up to 50 seniors. 


Although many activities for senior citizens will be held 
there, the center is open for use by all community . 

residents, Barbara Balensifer, a member of 
the citizens’ advisory committee appointed by the City 
Conumiseion to oyerzer the communis) fpater operatigns. eas 
“We want it puede 


City Manager Gil Gramson talked Wednesday with Dan Newton as Newton and his wife, Caroll, worked 
to get the Warrenton Community Center ready for a grand opening Sunday at 2:30 p.m. 
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it used. That’s what it’s for — for ererjane and 
everybody,” she said. 

For more information about the center or to schedule 
activities, phone the center’s volunteer coordinator, Ruth 
Cotter, 861-1659. 

CCI Architects, Portland, designed the building, which 


Wi hme A coeiemann en Contractor of, .. 
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CITY OF WARRENTON ORGANIZATION CHART 


CITY COMMISSION 
CITY MANAGER CITY ATTORNEY 
Gil Gramson Hal Snow 


PuBLIc works | | BUILDING | | HARBOR CITY ENGINEER | | aCcOUNTING FIRE CHIEF POLICE CHIEF 
SUPERVISOR INSPECTOR |_| MASTER SUPERVISOR 
Dave Haskell Dick Ford | | SUPERVIsoR| LSeorge Hell Donna MeGrorty | LGuste Mullins | | Lonny Johnson 


Jack 
Zimmerman SARGENT 


Ray Hergert 


WATER / SEWER GARBAGE SERVICE SECRATERY POLICE POLICE 
ADMINISTRATOR COLLECTION CREW peEUNT. OFFICER RESERVE 
| Alvin Birkholz Ralph Davis John Little William Flunn Jim Rankin 
Jayne Ballman Gerru Brooten Dave Dickson 
Valarie iCerigon Don Miller Tim Clark 
SERVICE Cheryl Hitchman Powe Num 


Wade Tucker 
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MISC1 


City Hall - Warrenton, Oregon 


a 
Regular Meeting 1/2/80 


A regular meeting of the Warrenton City Commission was called to order by the Honorable 
Mayor, Leslie W. Newton. : 


1. ROLL CALL: 


Commissioners present: John T. Davis, Roderick Gramson, Hugh Mason, Robert L. May and 
Leslie W. Newton 


Officers present: City Attorney Harold A. Snow, Administrative Assistant Donald E. 
- Lampt, Chief of Police William E. Bronson and Auditor & Police 
Judge Gilbert G. Gramson 


2. ANNUAL ELECTION: 

The first order of business was to elect a commission chairman who would have the title 
of mayor, and act fn that capacity, during the year 1980. Ballots were distributed and 
voting proceeded with the results being: Leslie W. Newton, 3 votes; John T. Davis, 1 
vote; Robert L. May, 1 vote. Mr. Newton was then declared mayor for the ensuing year. 
Ballots were then cast for vice-chairman, with incumbent Robert L. May receiving 3 votes; 
John T. Davis, 1 vote; Roderick Gramson, 1 vote. Mr. May was declared vice-chairman for 
the coming year. 

3. MINTUES: Regular meeting - 12/19/79. Approved. Gramson/May Unanimous 

X. BID OPENING: 


a. Compact pick-up - public works dept.: Bids for sale of this vehicle had been opened 
at 1:30 PM and the three received were as follows: 


Toyota of Astoria $ 4,997 
Ed Nimmo Chevrolet 5,049 
Bodies' Warrenton Used Cars 5,205 


Motion: Authorizing the city manager to purchase a 1980 compact pick-up, manufactured in 
accordance with specifications as shown in the bid proposal, from Toyota of Astoria. 
Davis/Gramson Unanimous 


4, PUBLIC HEARING: 


a. Comprehensive Land Use Plan - revised: At 7:45 PM, the mayor declared a public hear- 
ing open concerning this land use plan. The staff presented a brief section-by-section 
summary of the revised comprehensive plan text and highlighted the major changes that had 
been made on the comprehensive land use map. 


The mayor then announced the meeting open for public comments from the floor. Gary 
Dilley, 279 W. Marine Drive, Astoria, requested that tne conmission aesignate a parcel 
of property on the SE side of U.S. Highway 101, near the Young's Bay Plaza for Highway 
Commercial use. He stated he desires to place a car dealership on that property. 


George Grove, Executive Director, port of Astoria, presented a letter dated 13 November 
1979, to the commission, requesting that the entire Tansy Point area be designated for 
Marine Industrial use. Mr. Grove pointed out the characteristics of the involved site 
which made it a desirable, water-dependent, industrial site. Mr. Grove also submitted 
copies of the Lower Columbia River Port Region study and a letter dated 7 May 1979, which 
had been written by James Good, CREST Director, to Hugh Mason, Warrenton City Commissioner 
giving background information. 


Ted Bellingham, manager of Warrenton Lumber Co., presented a letter dated 2 January 1980, 
which outlined four issues of concern to his company that he felt should be given addi- 
tional consideration. 


Joe Rubens, 1768 NW Warrenton Drive, spoke in opposition to Increasing the area of land 
near Tansy Point that would be designated for Marine Industrial use. 


Joseph T. Durkin, 620 Grand, Astoria, questioned several of the estuarine-related excep- 
tions that were being reviewed by the city. He noted that the Columbia River and Youngs' 
Bay estuarine systems were unique and of natural significance, and questioned whether 
wetland areas should be filled in order to provide industrial development sites. 


Betty Rubens, 1768 NW Warrenton Drive, spoke in opposition to the marine estuarine use 
designation near Tansy Point, noting that this was one of the few areas where the public 
has access to the Columbia River waterfront. 


CitComMin Br 1/2/80 


George Warren, 101 and 105 NE Skipanon Drive, requested the Warren Estate and surrounding 
residential structures along NE Skipanon Drive be given a residential designation. He 
added that the other areas along NE Skipanon Drive should be regulated with use stand- 
ards that would be in agreement with the intent of the existing use guidelines. 


The staff noted that letters from Jean Robinett, Dept. of Economic Development, and John 
Donaldson, Capital Development Corp., would be entered into the hearing record. Mr. Lampi 
also highlighted certain sections of the revised plan text that were significantly dif- 
ferent from the existing plan. 


The city manager stated the public hearing would be continued at the next city commission _ 
meeting on 16 January 1980, at which time the commission might be in a position to adopt 

the comprehensive plan. It was pointed out that William C. Lindsley, 1070 NW Warrenton 
Drive, had voiced opposition to the changing of the use designation for Block 50, FLAVEL, 
from an Industrial to a Residential designation. Members of the commission discussed the 
appropriateness of the Tourist Commercial designation for the area near the Warren Estate 
and the staff pointed out that a clause had been added to the plan which noted the unique 
circumstances pertaining to this land area. 


Commisstoner Rod Gramson asked for an explanation of the citizen concerns that were ex- 
pressed in opposition to a C-1 (City Center Commercial) designation along the south side 
of E. Harbor Drive. Mr. Lampi then listed the following points which had been made in 
opposition to the commercial zoning of this area: (1) incompatibility with existing resi- 
dences; (2) increased property tax burdens; and -(3) the fact that few property owners had 
expressed desire to use their land for commercial purposes. The city manager suggested 
that professional office uses might be considered for inclusion within the Tourist Com- 
mercial areas of the city. 


The city commission will again discuss the comprehensive plan, including changes and ad- 
ditions, at its meeting of 16 January 1980, at 7:45 PM. 


5. PETITIONS: none. 
6. REMONSTRANCES: none. 
7. REPORTS OF OFFICERS: 


a. 1980 police car purchase: The chief of police had-presented—a-request to purchase a a 
new police car, which expense was approved in the budget for the current fiscal year. 

The car is to be obtained through the State of Oregon Dept. of General Services and will ‘“.. 
replace the 1977 Pontiac which now has 85,000 miles on it. Chrysler Motors had submitted 
the low bid to the state on a Plymouth Gran Fury at a total price of $6,601.81, with de- 
livery from 90 to 150 days. 

Motion: Authorizing purchase of one Gran Fury at the above price. Gramson/Mason Unan. 


b. Audit Report - fiscal year 7/1/78 - 7/1/79: ach commissioner received a copy of the 


audit for review. A representative from Yergen & Meyer, Public Accountants, will be pre- 
sent at the next meeting to discuss the report and answer questions. 
. 


8. COMMUNICATIONS: 


-- to Western States Fire Apparatus, Inc., advising the company that the city had accepted 
its bid of $68,150 for a 1250 GPM triple-combination pumper fire truck with Allison 
5-speed transmission 

-- to the Daily Astorian, public notice of a variance and expansion request submitted 
by Warrenton Church of Christ for a church school structure 

-- to Montgomery Ward from the city attorney, requesting that repairs be made to a newly- 
installed fence which was damaged by wind shortly after completion; or the city would 
not make payment until the matter had been resolved 

-- from and to the Intergovernmental Relations Division, State of Oregon, re actual use 
report for 1978-79 State Revenue Sharing funds 

-- from Culligan testing laboratory, four water sample reports, testifying that Warrenton 
drinking water conforms to APHA standards 

-- from Clatsop County Treasurer, $8,280.48 in tax monies received 


9. RESOLUTIONS: none. 
10. ORDINANCES: 


No. 684-A Introduced by Commissioner Hugh Mason; controlling vehicular and pedestrian 
traffic; providing penalties; repealing ordinances -- third and final reading. 

Motion: Approved. Gramson/Davis Unanimous 

) x 
The revised water ordinance was introduced by Commissioner Robert L. May and received its 
first reading by title only. The city manager reported on the activity in the water fund 
for the past two years, noting the Personal Services and Materials & Services costs were 

, equalling the monthly usage fee. He advised it is necessary that funds be set aside for 

i 
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Warrenton worker 
drowns in reservoir 


qed “41 


WARRENTON — A longtime city 
employee here drowned Tuesday 
after apparently falling into the 
municipal reservoir near Crown 


p- 

Divers with the Clatsop County 
Sheriff's Department and members of 
Clatsop County Search & Rescue 
recovered the body of Alvin J. 
Birkholz, 53, of Warrenton, at about 
2:45 a.m. today, Deputy Cody Har- 
tis said. His body was found sub- 
merged about 25 to 30 feet from the 
sloping bank of the 16-million-gallon 
reservoir off the Lewis and Clark 
River. 

Birkholz's daughter reported him 
missing about midnight Tuesday 
when he failed to return home from 
work, authorities said. City Manag- 
er Gil Gramson said city police and 
city employees found Birkholz’s per- 


sonal vehicle parked at the city shops ~ 


and his work vehicle gone, so they 
started checking the city water sys- 
tem. Birkholz was a systems techni- 
cian in charge of the city's water and 
sewer facilities. 

City employees found Birkholz’'s 
city pickup by the gate to the reser- 
voir but no sign of him. Suspecting 
Birkholz could be in the reservoir, 
city officials summoned sheriff's 

h 


~ Harris said the search was ham- 


By ANDREA KENNET 
Of The Daily Astorian 


pered by darkness. Initially searchers 
had only flashlights to try to illumi- 
nate the 7-acre reservoir, until the 
search and rescue team brought in 
flood lights. 

“At this time, it appears to be an 
accidental drowning. He didn't know 
how to swim, I understand,” Harris 
said. 

The deputy added that he had 
Tequested an autopsy. 


Gramson said it appeared 
Birkholz slipped into the reservoir 
while taking water samples, "but we 
don't really know.” He said the coun- 
ty medical examiner had indicated 
the cause of death to be drowning, 
apparently by accident. 

The investigation by the city gov- 
emment and Sheriff's Department is 
continuing. 

Birkholz had worked for the War- 
renton Public Works Department 
since 1956 and would have marked 
his 35th anniversary with the city 
Thursday. Gramson said the city had 
been Birkholz's only employer. 

“He knew the water system inside 
and out. He was in charge of the 
water and sewer facilities and he 
maintained them, operated and kept 
them Ee, Gramson said. 

Funeral arrangements for Birkholz. 
are pending at Caldwell's Luce-Lay-~ 
ton Mortuary in Astoria 


727-1291 


Warrenton fire guts 
chiropractic office 


By ANDREA KENNET 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — North Coast Chiro- 
practic Center will set up temporary quar- 
ters in the old City Hall after a fire gutted 
its offices at the Harbor Place mall. 

The Saturday dawn fire displaced three 
other tenants, including building owner 
Chuck Bergerson’s pregnant grand- 
daughter and her husband. Nobody was 
hurt in the fire. 

A passing motorist spotted the fire at 
5:39 a.m. He reported flames in the chi- 
ropractic center, which is in the center of 
the first floor, and smoke coming from 
the rest of the two-story cedar building at 
679 E. Harbor Drive. 

Firefighters from Warrenton, Astoria 
and Lewis and Clark departments doused 
the flames within 16 minutes of the call 
and contained the fire to the chiropractic 
office. 

Cause of the fire remains under inves- 
tigation. Warrenton fire Chief Ted Ames 
d “a real tentative cause” is a possible 
electrical circuit overload. Filters and 
pumps to an aquarium in the reception 
area were plugged in the same circuit and 
may have generated enough heat to ignite 
carpeting before tripping the circuit break- 
er, he explained. The fire probably smol- 
dered for a while before noticed. 

The front portion of the office was 
destroyed by the fire, Ames said. The rest 
of the office sustained significant smoke 
and heat damage. Some patient records 


Smoke and the rising sun silhouette 
Warrenton firefighters Saturday morn- 
ing at the Harbor Place. The fire was 
contained to North Coast Chiropractic 
Center, but smoke damaged the rest of 
the mall. 
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and treatment equipment might be sal- 
vaged, Ames thought. The rest of the 
8,000-square-foot building received smoke 
damage. 

Bergerson, who owns Bergerson 
Builders in Hammond, was in the process 
of remodeling part of the plaza into apart- 
ments. His granddaughter was living in a 
finished unit and, fortunately, wasn’t 
home. 

Mayor Barbara Balensifer arranged for 
Drs. Adam Lopez and Steve Johnson, part- 
ners in the chiropractic center, to use the 
old City Hall. Details of the arrangements 
are being worked out. a city official said. 

Tenant Jim Rankin is operating his 
engineering office out of a motor home in 
the plaza’s parking lot. Arrangements 
were up in the air this morning for Beu- 
telshies Accounting. 

A concrete floor between the lower and 
upper stories and a solid wood fire wall 
kept the fire from spreading throughout the 
wooden structure, Bergerson said. He was 
waiting damage estimates from insurance 
companies. 

Bergerson was touched by the response 
from the community. He thanked the fire- 
fighters for their quick and efficient 
response. “I was impressed.” 

“Man, did they handle it well,” he 
said. “They can ask for individual fire 
trucks for every fireman and I'd vote for 
it.” 

Before the fire was out, he said, his 
insurance agent Marsha Harper was on 
the phone to him. City workers brought in 
Dumpsters on their day off. 

“You feel all these emotions. You're 
halfway embarrassed. People are having to 
help me, so your pride is kind of hurt. 
Then you are just totally grateful for all 
these people who give you part of their 
Saturday. It’s humbling,” he said. 

“Aren’t you glad you live in a small 
town?” 


Firefighters advance in training 


Members of the Warrenton Fire 
Department recently completed 
requirements to advance in their 
skill levels, according to Fire 
Chief Ted Ames. 

Volunteer firefighters who re- 
cently were awarded Firefighter I 
status were James Curnow, James 
Duran, Jarret Gleason, Lori 
Hackwith, Travis Hill, Larry 
Osborn, Eric Pedersen and Scott 


Coleuabia 


Pie 


Watson. It took them from I to 2 
years to achieve that level. 

Firefighters who earned EMT- 
I status (six months of two nights 
a week commitment) were Jon 
Brown, Jennifer Reynolds and 
Ted Ames. Instructor I was 
achieved by Lori Hackwith, 
Randy Dotson and Jennifer 
Reynolds. Jan Glarum achieved 
Instructor II status. 


SS~ 6 W-ROCO 


John Shepherd, Jennifer 
Reynolds, Randy Dotson and 
Jarret Gleason completed Instruc- 
tor Il classes in March. 

“To remain accredited with the 
stale, we need to maintain the 
proper number of instructors for 
inside class and drills,” Ames said. 
“Having so many volunteers tak- 
ing these classes shows their 
commitment to the community.” 


SKIPANON DR. 
HARBOR PL. 


HAMMONTAS 
FORT STEVENS 
STATE PARK 


AS 
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Construction has added many detour and caution signs to the already confusing five-way intersection in Warrenton. 


Crews start altering highway 


By ANDREA KENNET 
Of The Daily Astorian 

WARRENTON — Two highway con- 
struction projects under way mean headaches 
now for motorists but easier travel ahead. 

“It will probably have them all scream- 
ing,’ quipped Tom Falls, the Oregon 
Highway Department’s project manager for 
this area. 

Work has begun to realign the down- 
town’s main intersection and to replace the 
Alder Creek Bridge a couple miles away on 
the Fort Stevens Highway. 

Work began last Wednesday to replace the 
five-way main intersection with a four-way 
intersection in a $390,791 project. James W. 
Fowler Co. of Dallas, Ore., has a $314,409 
contract to complete the reconstruction by 
Oct. 22. 

East Harbor Drive will be shifted north to 
follow the path of a former railroad spur for 


its intersection with Main Avenue, also 
called Fort Stevens Highway. When the new 
intersection is completed, traffic traveling 
from Astoria to Hammond and vice versa 
will no longer be stopped. Stop signs will be 
erected for traffic on Main Street heading out 
of the downtown and on Skipanon Drive. 

During construction, motorists can expect 
intermittent delays. At times one traffic lane 
will be closed on either the Warrenton- 
Hammond Highway or the Fort Stevens 
Highway, but not both at the same time, 
Falls said. The state's contract requires that 
no lanes be closed between 3 p.m. Fridays 
and midnight Sundays or on legal holidays. 

Also, traffic entering or leaving Northwest 
Harbor Place and Skipanon Drive at the main 
intersection will be detoured. 

The narrow two-lane Alder Creek Bridge, 
built in 1957, is being replaced with another 
two-lane bridge that is at least six feet wider 


and is 63 feet long, according to Falls. Stach 
Construction Co. of Grants Pass began work 
on the $293,562 construction job in 
mid-July. The contractor is scheduled to 
complete work by Jan. 31, 1990, but Falls 
said he anticipates the work will be done by 
the end of October. 

During construction, traffic will be re- 
stricted to one lane and regulated by traffic 
signals erected just for the project. One half 
of the new concrete precast slab bridge will 
be built alongside the existing wooden bridge 
and that side of the existing bridge 
dismantled to make room. The other half will 
be built in the same manner. Two cranes will 
be used to place the concrete slabs. 

The construction also involves driving 
new piling. 

The state has authorized $347,834 for the 
total project, including construction, engi- 
neering and contigency. | 5 


2 hs 


1 map of the proposed intersection shows the new street in the shaded area. 


New intersection set for summer 


Warrenton’s main intersection 
s due for a major face-lift this 
summer, providing the city can 
secure a land deal with Bur- 
ington Northern Railroad, which 
ywns part of the land needed for 
onstruction of the $350,000 
sighway project. 

The city is seeking an agree- 
nent with the railroad to pur- 


chase a 1.4 acre parcel of land 
by April 15, or it will condemn 
the property. The City Com- 
missioners voted on the condem- 
nation alternative at their March 
1 meeting. 


The State Highway Division 
has said it will reimburse the 
city for the land acquisition. 


Construction on the project is 
scheduled to begin in late June 
and should be completed by the 
end of October. The Highway 
Division plans to award a con- 
struction contract on the project 
on May 25. 

Preliminary plans call for the 
existing five-way intersection to 
be replaced by a four-way stop 


intersection. moving East Har- 
bor Drive north to intersect with 
Main Avenue. 


The old section of East Harbor 
Drive will be turned into a 
parking lot. greatly expanding 
customer parking capability for 
merchants in the shopping cen- 
ter. 


week to replace downtown 


Warrenton’s five-way intersec- 
tion with a new and improved 


four-way intersection. 
The $390,791 project is sched- 


Road construction began last 
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Editor's Note: Charlotie Berger- 
son shared this July 22, 1954 
article in "The Columbia Bea- 
con" about the Warrenton Fire 
Department. 


Fire Laddies Have 
Enviable Record 


The Warrenton Volunteer Fire 
Department has made great strides, 
since its founding around 1919, 
cording to Fire Chief Larry Len- 
hard. Its only equipment at that time 
was a hand pumper and hose cart. 

In the carly 30's the department 
purchased a Chevrolet truck from 
the Const Guard and converted it 
into a fire truck. Number 5 truck 
a 1947 1'4 ton Ford with a Sea- 
graves 500 gallon per minute pump. 

In 1950, @ IY4-ton Ford truck 
chassis was purchased and converted 
into a fire truck with a 500-gallon 
front mount and a hooster tank 
capable of holding 350 gallons of 
water, With, department members 
donating their services, the truck: 
Was oulfitted at an overall cost of 
$2000, The department now has 
3000 feet of hose, as compared with 
the 800 feet_on hand in 1937, 

CITY HELPS 

The city of Warrenton, Chief 
Lenard pointed out, has accorded 
the department all possible ua 
ance and support down through the 
years, It has installed new hydrants 
wherever and whenever necessar 

The city also erected a new fire- 
proof fire station in 1946. It is locat- 
ed on Fourth Street between Muin 
and Cedar Streets. The atructure 
houses the trucks and fire-fighting 


Broom for the members. 


Roster of the fire company con- 
tains the names of many men who 
served the department with distine- 
tion since its inception, The out- 
tanding ones, aid, were Arth- 
ur Knight and Jay Coffey. Knight 
served as fire chief for 25 years, 
with Coffey as his assistant. 

OFFICERS NAMED 

Chief Lenhard, who succeeded 
Knight, joined the department in 
1936, He served os secretary-treas- 
urer until 1946 when he was ap- 
Pointed to present position. 

In addition to Lenhard. 
of the department are 
battalion chief; Bol 
Phillip Kindred, capt 
Porter and Odin Johnson, liouten- 
trel Wadewoth, electrical 
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AT YOUR SERVICE 


Warrenton Fire Department 
PHONE 301 


PRY 


Deny Weg see - Chef @ (adder 


j “Cady nd ¢, O} 
L91GF Yl. 


WARRENTON, OREGON FRIDAY, OCTOBER 18, 1996 


The Warrenton Fire 
Hall hasn't changed 
all that much from 
when this old photo 
was taken, but if 
voters approve a tax 
levy for a new city 
facility, the fire hall 
will be torn down to 
make room for the 
new building. A tax 
levy could come 
before voters as early 
as next spring. 


Fire dept. 
IGd7 
S.22, RAN 


1M iTS New cy AAll As 11 TS 
old one, the city of Warrenton 
has a lot to say about the 
$152 million Northwest Alum- 
inum company plant, 

It is Warrenton’s city gov- 
ernment that alone has the 
authority to issue the building 
permit for the project. It will 
be the largest ever granted 
in the Northwest. A few pro- 
jects in the region cost more 
money, but they were such 
developments as Grand Cou- 
lee dam which was licensed 
‘by act of congress. 

The aluminum company’s 
original application for a 
building permit has run out. 
By now it has heard from the 
city of Warrenton inviting re- 
newal of application, 

Incidentally such a permit 
involves more work for the 
city than just taking in the 
fee, If Warrenton has to check 
‘over the blueprints compiling 
with the various state building 
and construction codes, it will 


‘be busy for some time. City 
Manager E. R. Baldwin might 
even need help inspecting 
‘blueprints that pile up several 
yards high. 

In the meantime, the city 
of Warrenton has the satis- 
faction of getting its sewer 
project nearer digging stage 
after finally getting the bonds 


Id. It has k funds tht 
Turabay WAS MOVING IN DAY AT WARRENTON'S NEW CITY HALL. the project needs as a reslt 
EMPLOYEES LEONARD “SONNY” TILTON, LLOYD SARTORS, BERNARD OF ie Reser apes oan ns 
SHEKER, AND ALVIN BIRKHOLZ MOVED ALL THE CITY RECORDS AND eile we 
EQUIPMENT TO THE MODERN BRICK STRUCTURE. no state help at all and much 
reduced aid from the federal 
government. 


The state sanitary authority 
is not enthusiastically endors- 


Warrenton’s City Hall ing a large open settling pool 


= for treatment, As yet final 
S t F Bi b plans have not been decided 
e' or 1g ons on for this phase of the pro- 
ject. The state agency is 
mainly disturbed that such a 
settling lake would have to 
grow big if Warrenton got to 

Growing bis- 


Dale Craver - ringing bell 
4 ¢ 
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“truck Wednesday, Fire chief John Shepherd 
/ (left) accepts keys-to the white apparatus 


Hammond Gets $ 15,684 Fire Truck 


| Gity of Haimmond received its:new $15,684 fire 


4 ges!) /, 
from Ken Good, delivery manager for West- 


ern States Fire Apparatus, Inc. Cost. of truck - 
$3,000 annually for six years. 


Serial Levy 
Finances. ° 


New Truck 


Western States Fire Apparat- 
us, Inc., delivered a new $15,684 
fire truck to’ the city of Ham- 
mond late Wednesday afternoon, 
a White rig which will be fi- 
nanced by a six-year:serial. levy. 
} Residents of the:small:commu- 
nity.. voted” “overwhelmingly to 
purchase the apparatus. It has 
a -750-gallon per ‘minute fire 
pump’ with 1000-gallon booster 
tank, and is installed. on a 1965 
Ford: F-800 chassis. It tan carry 
‘up t0°1500. feet. of fire hose. -, 
‘The chassis was' purchased loc- 
ally through Ernie Garcia Ford. 
_ ‘The. Oregon Fire Insurance) 
Rating Bureau put the truck 
through a three-hour inspection 
Thursday to seethat-it met rat- 
‘ing. standards.’ Fire Chief John 
Shepherd said ‘Thursday the in- 
surance bureau had given its 
approval. 

jHammond ‘residents voted a 
six-year serial levy of $3000 per 
fear to finance purchase of the 
truck, The community’s -volun- 
ter fire départment~ ‘has 20 
vabrohare-at nresent. 


‘Volunteer firernen in the past 1965 
have uséd a 1942. Ford four- 

wheel drive truck, described as 

an “off the highway” vehicle. 

The ‘department also has an- 

other) apparatus, a 1942 stand- 

ard truck with fire fighting 

equipment built on. The latter | 

truck will be sold, Shepherd 

said. 


AUGUST 


|» "The-firemen recently added a 
oné-bay addition to. the’ fire sta- 
tion. Members of the. volunteer 
‘group: financed as \well as-built 
the. addition... The department 
also. installed a~second siren 
system, located at the corner in 
front, of Point Adams Packing 
(company. ‘ 


Mr. Felkins: 


Once again, Big Bend Community College is offering a Crash Fire 
Rescue school and has sent the Warrenton Volunteer Fire Dept. 
pertinent information. The dates are May 29,30 and 31; June 1, 1985. 


Last year, you generously offered to finance attendance for one 
man at this training session. Because the information had been 
received late and the dates were conflicting with previous com- 
mitments, none of our members could attend. 


This year, we would like to send two firemen to the school. The 
training includes an extra day and is offering new and additional 
drills and information. A real plane will be used for demonstra- 
tion purposes, which we feel will be most helpful. 


The City of Warrenton will finance the costs for one attendant. 
Would it be possible for the Port to again make this offer, since 
the airport will be the main beneficiary of this course? The total 
cost for room, board, test materials and the course will be $355.00. 


If you have funds on hand to assist in this program, we would be 
most appreciative. 


nothing is said about mileage...... | 
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The homes of Warren- 
ton. . . sturdy against 
the weather, attractive- 
ly attuned to the natur- 
al beauty of their sur- 
roundings. Responding 
to demand, the City has 
opened up fine new 
sites for building, many 
with excellent vie w- 
scapes and unusual 
landscape _ possibilities 
.... in an area of abun- 
dant, flowering growth. 


Swift flows the river but 
even swifter is the res- 
cue work sometimes 
made necessary for the 
courageous men of 
Point Adams Coast 
Guard station. More fre- 
quently the sailor safely 
rides out the tide, pro- 
tected by the preventive 
measures of these alert 
guardians of the sports 
or commercial fisher- 
men. 


parrery Kussem was ule 
target of Japanese off- 
shore shelling during 


World War II. Many of | 


its buildings still stand, 
relics of civil war days. 
Also of historical inter- 
est is Fort Clatsop, of 
1805 - 1806 Lewis and 
Clark fame. A memorial 
and replica is located 
two miles south of the 
city. 


School days are “cool” 
days in Warrenton’s 
consolidated school dis- 
trict. The attractive 
high school, bidding 
welcome at the town’s 
entrance, symbolizes a 
system boasting a diver- 
sified curricular and ex- 
tra-curricular 12-year 
program commensurate 
with highest standards 
of preparatory educa- 
tion, a fine faculty, and 
firm plans for an expan- 
ding future. 


WARRENTON 
OREGON 


WARRENTON 
OREGON 


~ On a beach famous for clamming and 
surf fishing — the 1906 wreck of the 
Peter Iredale at Fort Stevens State Park 


IN A STRATEGIC LOCATION 


FOR BUSINESS AND PLEASURE 


SHORT 
SANDS 
BEACH 


STATE 
PARK 


B ASTORIA? 


SUNSET HYWY 
TO PORTLAND 


The growing, progressing City of 
Warrenton, Oregon, located on 
the northwest tip of Clatsop 
County, Oregon, was incorpora- 
ted in 1899. Its historical back- 
ground as a landmark dates back 
to 1805 when it was mentioned 
in the journals of Lewis & Clark. 
Climate is mild coastal with pre- 
vailing westerly winds off the 
Pacific Ocean which is four miles 
west of the city. 

Recreation consists of the ocean 
beaches, many small lakes for 
swimming or fishing, near by 
golf course, or fishing — for the 
world famous Chinook salmon; 
surf fishing off the south jetty; 
or for trout in mountain streams 
only 45 minutes away. Fort 
Stevens State Park is within the 
city limits and has excellent 
camping and picnic facilities. 


A place for everything, 
in a setting of beauty is 
Fort Stevens State Park. 
Since its dedication, 
this recreational area 
has become the state’s 
second most popular 
camping spot. Swim- 
ming, boating, water 
skiing surf and sun 
bathing, fishing, hiking, 
riding, clamming, pic- 
nicking .. . all centered 
in this area rich with 
historic interest. 


Look at this one, he’s 
here to stay! Who cares 
for the one that got a- 
way? Salmon is king 
and sports fishing is the 
reigning adventure for 
all those interested in 
testing their cunning, 
skill andstrengtha- 
gainst this worthy ad- 
versary. A monarch’s 
meal is often the prize 
of a Warrenton sports- 
man. Local plants pro- 
cess for shipping. 


car; from near they 
come and from afar. 
The convenient commu- 
ter schedules of West 
Coast Airlines makes 
Warrenton your own 
easily-accessible coastal 
playground, with a week 
end’s fishing as close as 
your airport. Tote your 
gear and wear your 
coat; there’s just a jump 
twixt plane and boat. 


Home is the sailor, in a 
harbor snug in wet, wild 
or windy weather. War- 
renton’s small boat bas- 
in offers maximum pro- 
tection and such facili- 
ties as clean rest rooms, 
picturesque picnic areas 
for sea-lubbers wishing 
to try their land legs, 
fresh and frozen bait, 
and an easily adjacent, 
friendly shopping cen- 
ter . . . and the fishing 
outside is TOPS! 


Silvery streams flow 
from sea to cannery in 
Warrenton, where com- 
mercial packers wel- 
come the opportunity to 
show visitors the care 
and selectivity given to 
the canning, freezing 
and packaging of such 
tasty delights as crab, 
salmon, tuna, shrimp 
and bottom fish. The 
quiet Skipanon is the 
canneries’ link to the 
turbulent waters which 
hold their economy. 


Inventions from ideas 
flow, even as oaks from 
acorns grow. The E. H. 
Carruthers Co. has be- 
come world-known for a 
simple reason—supply- 
ing fine techniques to 
fulfill specific needs. 
Their tuna-packer, the 
only one of its kind, is 
a demand item through- 
out the world. The Pea 
Pod Harvester develop- 
ed here promises the 
same success. 


wenyenesss — uuu 
nating diners’ delight. 
This palatable product 
of the ocean floor is 
lured into crab pots set 
out in the sea. Daily the 
fisherman tends_ his 
pots, emptying and re- 
Setting, and returns a- 
cross the bar with tons 
of the long-armed 
freight. World-wide is 
the fame of this fellow's 
flavor. 


A floating economy . . . 
from log rafts to fishing 
fleet, Warrenton’s 
wealth is water proof. 
That the cry of Timber! 
still echoes through 
Oregon's forests is evi- 
dent in the quantity of 
board feet turned out 
by Warrenton Lumber 
Co. Showing the change 
from multi-purpose 
mills, this operation 
specializes in studs, us- 
ing a top grade of hem- 
lock chosen for sturdi- 
ness and durability. 


FRESH—Inside of the city hall at Warrenton there is 


a new freshness. The renovated library, presided over 

by Mrs. Bern Shultz, librarian, is shown. Mrs. Franklin 

Day is selecting a book. At bottom right, Miss Jayne 
f, 


Warrenton City Hall Given 
Up-to-Date Remodeling Look 


WARRENTON (Special)—The 
interior of the Warrenton city hall 
has. recently undergone_a thor- 
ough remodeling and has emerged 
from a high-ceilinged 25x35 all- 
purpose room,. vintage 1912, into 
two modern and compact rooms 
with separate desks and files for 
the various departments housed 
in the city hall. 

One-third of the room was par- 
titioned off to form the water de- 
partment on one side and the en- 


lice department on the other side 

Miss Jayne Walters, city clerk, 
holds office in the water depart- 
ment where the desks and cab- 
inets are all built in with a full- 
length counter which separates 
it from the entrance hall. 

‘There are three new: chairs on 
the waiting room side and three 
more are on order. The police 
department has its own desk and 
its own file cabinet. The drivers’ 
license examiner will conduct ex- 
i this section of the 


Evening Astorian-Budget, Astoria, Oregon, Friday, February 12, 1954 


ment’s new office, At left, E. R. Baldwin is shown dic- 
tating to Miss Jayne Walters in the police judge and 


auditor’s office. « 


(A-B Photos) 


Walters, city clerk, presides over the water departm- | 
\ 


room in the future. 

The other two-thirds of the 
original room serves as the court- 
room and the auditor and -police 
judge's office, where E. R. Bald- 
win performs these duties as well 
as executes the work of the city 
manager. One side of the room 
also serves as the city commission 
room, where the city commis- 
sioners meet each week with May- 
or Harold Gramson. 

‘The original ceiling was dropped 
18 inches and finishea with a dec- 
orative composition board, and 
rubber tile was laid on the floors. 
A new oil circulating heater was 
installed to heat the entire build- 
ing, including the room to the 
side which used to be a garage 


and was remodeled to house the 
liorary. 

The color scheme of citron 
green walls and rose-tan wood- 
work is carried out throughout all 
the rooms. Even the travel fola- 
er holder received the touch of 
spring with a new coat of paint. 
The city commissioners’ chairs 
were spruced up with some dark 
green paint to match the filing 
cabinets. 

The new library has a separate 
outside entrance as well as a door 
into the water department. It is 
painted in the same colors as the 
city hall offices and boasts of 
ample shelf space, Mrs. Bern 
Shultz is the librarian. | 


‘Contractor A.iC. Dodd andiCity Engineer Jim Rankin substantially because Dodd,\Contractor Terry McGann, am 
prepare the foundation of the police headquarters additionto —_ electrician Rod Gramson are donating labor and materials t 
the Warrenton \City Hall. \Cost for the building was cut the project. 
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Upen rorum- 


Disconcerting? 


Our Crime Problem (an editorial 


in The Daily Astorian, Monday, 
Jan. 11, 1988). 

Main Thesis: ‘‘For a newspaper 
to ignore what’s going on in the 
county .., would be grossly ir- 
responsible."’ 

The editorial begins with the 
statement, “In the past two weeks 
The Daily Astorian has carried 
news that has been disconcerting to 
some readers, The topic was 
crime.” 

If the editor thinks that’s the only 
time his paper has carried discon- 
certing crime news, I've got news 
for him. In the three years I've 
lived in this area, I’ve filled a 
scrapbook of disconcerting news 
items “illuminating” crime carried 
by this paper. In my experience 
what is disconcerting to me are: the 
misquotes; the statements taken 
out of context; the errors in re- 
porting without any sense of liabili- 
ty to answer for the consequences 
— which, by the way, is the 
definition of irresponsible, 

Now, in the third paragraph, 
keeping in mind that most newspa- 
pers write to the 12-year-old litera- 
cy level, he uses the word 
exacerbates, (meaning to inflame 
an already bad situation). I stopped 
about 10 people on the street — all 
over the age of 18, many of them 
college graduates, and none of them 
had even a remote idea of the 
meaning of the word. I presume 
these 10 readers are much like me 
— sifting through the articles seek- 
ing bits of information much like a 


combine separating the wheat from 
the chaff. 

The remark that crime prospers 
because government has been 
curtailed ... confuses me. Crimi- 
nals may prosper — crime can only 
increase or decrease or stay the 
same. Crime usually increases 
when it becomes worthwhile for a 
criminal to take the risks to gain 
prosperity, success or attainment of 
the object desired. Curtailment of 
government Is probably not as 
directly related to the increase of 
crime as much as the availability of 
the object desired by the criminal, 

For example: If | were a veteran 
burglar and had to choose between 
the Portland Metro area with all its 
police force, sheriff's departments, 
federal agents, district attorneys, 
judges and jail space, or “wide 
open Clatsop County,” I’d take 
Portland, There are more objects of 
value in Portland, more places to 
sell stolen property, more places to 
hide, easier access to illegal drugs, 
more public defenders and more 
associates who share my ideology. 
In Clatsop County, home owners are 
more aware of the need to be 
watchful of their property as well as 
their neighbors’. Hiding in the 
Astoria area is not easy and 
“pickings” are relatively thin. 

If the articles in The Daily A are 
thoroughly researched and 
“even-handed,"’ why does one ex- 
sheriff refuse to allow The Daily A 
into his house, or why does another 
ex-sheriff quit before his time due 
to “one-sided” reporting? And 
especially, why do they keep refer- 
ring (two years later), to the 


“Warrenton Drug Bust” as ‘‘ill- 
fated,” when out. of the 17 suspects 
arrested, 11 are still in prison or on 
parole or probation and the other 
six have left the area? 

Last but not least; if it is always 
easier to ignore an unpleasant 
situation," why does the paper keep 
printing them? The policemen {In 
our area are involved with 
numerous citizens’ assists; there 
are surely. many: crimes that are 
prevented due to the mere presence 
of lawmen; moré lawsuits against a 
police department are dropped than 
make it to first base; we listen to 
complaints even when we know we 
can’t do anything about them; we 
are doing the best we can with what 
we have; however, I see no evi- 
dence of what I just said in the 
newspaper, Is that because the 
newspaper's writers and editors are 
“even-handed’’? 

To ignore what's going on In the 
county “‘is’ grossly irresponsible. 
To only print unpleasant situations 
and distortions, particularly in- 
volving crime and crime fighters, is 


yellow journalism, 
LONNY S. JOHNSON 
Route 2 Box 419 
Warrenton 


(Editor's note: The writer is the 
chief of police of Warrenton.) 
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Site manager hired for 
Warrenton Library 


Warrenton resident Gillian Maggert has been recently hired 
as the part-time site manager for the Warrenton Community 
Library. 

Maggert, a former board member and volunteer at the li- 
brary, will work 10 hours a week. Several of Maggert's goals 
include cleaning up the library and making it more 
user-friendly. 

"We also want to buy some new books," she said. "We want 
to start a teen reading group and get a grant to help with a 
longer summer reading program." 

Maggert said she would like to receive feedback from the 
community. 

‘I'd like people to let me know what they would like the li- 
brary to provide," she said. "We are looking for donations, vol- 
unteers and board members." 

Starting Sept. 3, the library will be open from 3 to 6 p.m., an 
hour longer than in the past. The library board is also consid- 
ering longer Saturday hours, Maggert said. 

"We'd like people to let us know if they want the library open 
longer on Saturday," she said. 

Beginning Sept. 20, the Internet will be available at the li- 
brary thanks to a recent grant from the Oregon Library Serv- 
ice. Usage will be limited until volunteers can be trained, said 
Maggert. 

For more information about the Warrenton Community Li- 
brary or if you have questions, call Maggert at 861-3919 (li- 
brary), or 861-2752 (home). Donations may be sent to Maggert 
at 65 N.W. Birch Ave., Warrenton, OR 97146. 


YOU ARE INVITED TO ATTEND 
A "TOWN HALL MEETING" 


WHAT: Proposed New City Buildings 
WHEN: Wednesday, September 4, 1996 
WHERE: Warrenton Community Center 
TIME: 7-8 p.m. 


A Town Hall Meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 4, 
1996, for the purpose of reviewing proposed plans for new city 
buildings. The Town Hall Meeting will be held prior to the 
regular Warrenton City Commission meeting and will last 
approximately one hour. Several plans will be presented by the 
architect firm of Peck/Smiley/Ettlin from Portland, Oregon. 
Public discussion and ideas will be solicited during the meeting. 


_ Please Come and Bring 
Your Ideas! 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 1999 
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MASAKO WATANABE — The Daily Astorian 
Warren Murphy, 17, is the great-great-great grandson of Warrenton city father D.K. Warren. Murphy, shown here in front of the former D.K. 


Warren estate near the Warrenton Mooring Basin, will be one of the speakers at the city’s centennial celebration Saturday. Events will be 
held noon to 8:30 p.m. at the Warrenion Head Start building and the Warrenton Community Center. 


By MIKE STARK 
Of The Daily Astorian 


"ARRENTON — A hundred years ago, 
a group of men ducked out of Febru- 
ary’s chill, stepped into a newspaper 
office and decided to form a city. 

Lexington, as it was known then, was the Clat- 
sop County seat and emerging as a bustling fish- 
ing and logging hub brushing against the Pacific 
Ocean and Youngs Bay. 

But Daniel Knight Warren, an enterprising 
New York native who made his money on 
North Coast logging and other business, 
ventures, “may have had a desire to 
make Warren a household word,” 
according to local historian Lyle 
Anderson. 

In 1885, after spending seven 
years on a small farm near pre- 
sent-day Knappa and another 
14 years running a mercantile 
in Astoria with his wife Sarah, | 
Warren purchased and | 
reclaimed 900 acres across 
Youngs Bay. 

He offered free lots to any- 
one who agreed to build a $1,000 
home and a $1,000 bonus for ¥ 
building a $3,000 home. He found 
plenty of takers. 

In 1899, ambitious town leaders 
agreed to form a city out of the growing 
coastal community. Warrenton was born. 

“He was quite a guy and probably ranks No. 
1 among the people Warrenton has produced,” 
Anderson wrote in his detailed and often quirky 
book, “Warrenton 1791-1991.” 

Warren’s great-great-great-grandson, 17-year- 
old Warren Murphy, will be part of a Saturday’s 
celebration marking Warrenton’s 100th birthday. 
Events are scheduled from noon to 8:30 p.m. at 
the Head Start building and Community Center, 
200 S.W. Main Ave. 


K. Warren was the youngest of four sons 

born to Danford and Amanda Warren. 

oBorn March 12, 1836, in Bath, N.Y., 

Warren and his three older brothers made the trip 
across the Plains to Oregon in 1852. 

‘He returned to New York to marry Sarah Eaton 


Warrenton 
celebrates 
birthday 
Saturday 


\ 

RIGHT: D.K. Wai ent an 
entrepreneurial busi- / 
nessman on the 
North Coast in the 
late 1800s, is 
considered the 
founding father 
of Warrenton, 


husband D.K. 
Warren moved 
to the banks of 
the Skipanon'and \ 
helped build) the \ 
community that be- 
came Warrenton. 


Photos courtesy of the We 


in 1863, and the couple eventually moved to a for- 
mer Indian camp along the Skipanon River and 
built a house near the spot where the Warren 
Mansion still stands. 


n family. 


continued as a 
wills, steam- 
boats and railroads. He spearheaded construction 
of a 16-mile stretch of rail line to Seaside. In 1876, 
he served in the state Legislature representing 
Clatsop, Tillamook and Columbia counties. 
Warren decided to lay out the town site on his 
own acreage in the New Englandistyle of village 
with wide, tree-lined streets. 
Like most North Coast communities, War- 
renton sprouted from seemingly endless acres 
of timber and a river and ocean full of fish. 
Roads were carved out of the plains, houses 
sprang up and businesses started to take hold. 


Despite the city’s growth and activity early this 
century, it was never a metropolis. 

“When I got off the train, I asked where the 
town was, and they said, ‘you’re in it,” said long- 
time Warrenton City Manager Dick Baldwin, 
who arrived in Warrenton in 1935. Baldwin taught 
school for 10 years at Warrenton School before 
starting a 30-year run as city manager. 

“Downtown has moved four times in my life- 
time,” said Thelma Johnson, a lifelong Warren- 
ton resident, who is in her 80s. 

Johnson’s father, Orton “Art” Ager, for years 
tana pool hall and a barber shop next to Wil- 
son’s Drug Store near the old train sta- 
tion. 

“Tn back, there was the Kelly 
mill, a beauty shop, a grocery store 
and a meat market,” Johnson 

remembered. “But all that bumed 
in 1933.” 

Downtown shifted as Ager 
and Wilson’s Drug Store 
reopened at the corner of Main 
Avenue and First Street. A gro- 
cery store followed, along with 
a meat market, service garage 

and finally a bank. 

“There was a real core down 
there,” says Johnson’s husband, 

Earl, who ran Johnson’s Drug 
Store at that location from 1962 to 
1992. 

Doris Warren, who is married to 
D.K. Warren’s grandson George, said she 
remembers downtown Warrenton as a community 
hub before commercial development took root 
along the highway. “Everyone went to the movies 
on Friday and Saturday night,” she said. 

The harbor, too, was a busy spot. Warren said 
there were times when she couldn’t sleep past 3 
a.m. because fishermen were lining up for a solid 
day’s work. “It was really a bustling place.” 


shift decades ago from trees and fish to 
tourists and shopping. One of the biggest 
agents of change was the bridge that stretches 
across Youngs Bay from Smith Point in Astoria. 
The state transportation department initially 

wanted to put the bridge at Lewis and Clark 
See Warrenton, Page 11A 


Bs Warrenton’s economy slowly started to 


Warrenton: ‘It’s still a pretty 


Continued from Page 1A 
instead of Warrenton. Baldwin railed 
against the plan, which would have 
allowed the highway to essentially — 
bypass the city. “That would have 
killed us.” 

Baldwin and supporters won and 
the Youngs Bay Bridge was built in 
1964, a crucial link that changed the 
face of Warrenton. 

“The bridge really helped my 
business,” said Earl Johnson, the for- 
mer drugstore owner. “It moved traf- 
fic right by our building. You used to 
have to go clear around (to the other 
bridge) to get to us.” 

It was 10 years before the first 
shopping center sprang up along U.S. 
Highway 101 in Warrenton. The 
drugstore that opened along the high- 
way in the mid-1970s eventually led 
to Fred Meyer’s arrival in 1988, fol- 
lowed by the Shilo Inn, the Premarq 
Center and Costco. 

“That area used to be a berry 
patch, it was pretty wild,” Baldwin 
said. “That property at one time 
wasn’t worth much. You could buy 
a lot almost anywhere for $25.” 

Depending on who you talk to, 
the development along the highway 
is a blessing or a curse — or some- 
where in between. 

“Tt is sad,” Doris Warren said of 
the city’s economic shift toward the 
highway. “But it happens to a lot of 
small towns.” 

With Highway 101 cutting 
through Warrenton, more out-of- 
towners started loading up their vaca- 
tion gear for a weekend on the coast 
—and the city’s economic landscape 
started to change. 

Gil Gramson, Warrenton’s cur- 
rent city manager, moved to the area 
with his family in 1944 to be a part 
of the burgeoning fishing on the 
North Coast. But it wasn’t long 
before fishing and logging started to 
ease up, he said. 

“Since then, the economic base 
has really changed to tourism,” said 
Gramson, city manager since 1975. 

Visitors started pouring into the 
area after Fort Stevens State Park 
opened in the 1950s, campgrounds 
were developed and local boat basins 
started hosting more recreational 
boaters. 

While businesses continues to 
flourish along the highway, down- 
town Warrenton has stagnated. “It 
teally hasn’t changed much,” said 
Gramson. 


: good little _ = 


But downtown is getting a closer 
look from city officials, Gramson 
said. He cited plans to build the new 
municipal building at South Main 
and Southwest Second, which will 
include City Hall, police and fire sta- 
tions, as a key step in breathing new 
life into downtown. City officials 
also hope to build more sidewalks 
and continue to upgrade parks. 

“The city wants to focus more on 
the community itself,” said Gram- 
son. 


s the millennium draws to a 
A Warrenton’s identity 

continues to change and 
evolve. The city is growing faster 
than any other in Clatsop County. 

The population set a blistering 
pace in the last decade, jumping from 
2,681 in 1990 to 4,040 in 1997, 47 
percent faster than the rest of Clatsop 
County. 

Officials at Portland State Uni- 
versity said the city’s population 
grew by 3.3 percent last year, push- 
ing the population to 4,175. By con- 
trast, Clatsop County grew by only 
200 Peeples (0.5 percent) to 34,700 in 
199% 


a Johnsons were perplexed by 
the influx of new residents in War- 
renton, curious about who is coming 
to the city and how they’re getting 
by. 


S.W. Third Ave. 


) 
CENTENNIAL 
CELEBRATION 


Warrenton Head Start Building 
200 S.W. Third Ave. 
Saturday Noon to 8:30 p.m. 

Ongoing activities throughout the 
day: 

* Visit with longtime Warrenton 
residents 

* View historic photos and articles 

* Local music 

* Submit recipes for a community 
cookbook 

+ Sign up for a community birthday 
calendar 

* Sign scroll for a time capsule 


12:30 p.m. 
Slide show, history of Camp Clat- 
sop (Rilea Armed Forces Training 
Center) 


1 p.m. 
History of South Jetty, Byron 
Ruppel of Hammond 


1:30 to 8 pam. 
Book signing by Warrenton 
authors Charlotte Hale Bergerson 
and Rudolph Shappee 


3 p.m. 

Birthday celebration 

Opening: Master of Ceremonies, 
Larry Osborn 

Invocation: Delores Hodney, 
Warrenton United Methodist Church 

Welcome, introduction 

Warrenton Perspective: Warren 
Murphy, great-great-great-grandson 
of D.K. Warren 

Kick off: Time capsule to be 
placed at new Warrenton Municipal 
Building 

Ribbon cutting, cake and ice 
cream 

4pm. 

History of South Jetty, Byron 

Ruppel 
4:30 to 6 pam. 

Book signing by Warrenton 
authors Charlotte Hale Bergerson 
and Rudolph Shappee 

5 pam. 

History of Camp Clatsop (Camp 
Rilea) 

6 08 pm. 

Crab feed and book signing at 
Warrenton Community Center, 170 


A tree-lined boardwalk shows Warrenton’s Main fa quistertime in ta 
ing at right is where The Club now stands. eta 


omy continues to unfold and grow. 
Warrenton is keeping an industrial 
base with international companies like 
Ag Bag International Ltd. and Lektro 
Inc., while supporting residential 


“Tdon’t know what they’re doing 
for a living,” said Earl Johnson. 
“There isn’t that much to do out 
here.” 


But Gramson said the city’s econ- 


intennial Celebration C 
quieter time in this undated photo. The bulla 


growth and community planning. 

“To me, it’s been slow but steady, 
well-planned growth,” said Baldwin, 
the retired city manager. “It’s still a 
pretty good little city.” 


Nuggets of Warrenton’s his 


t’s difficult to find an accurate, chronological 
history of Warrenton marking the earliest 
days to the 1990s. 

But Lyle Anderson made a pretty good run 
at it with his thoughtful and often funny “War- 
tenton 1791-1991,” which grew out of years of 
detailed research and writing. 

Courtesy of Anderson's book, here are some 
bits of Warrenton lore: 

* In the 1800s, Skipanon school teachers 
earned $60 a month. “One fifth-grade dropout 
said that he didn’t like his teacher, so one day 
he slapped her in the face with a wet skunk 
hide, ran out the door and never returned to 
school,” Anderson writes. 

+ Early Clatsop Plains settlers met up with 
wolves. In 1844, one settler named Robert 
Morrison lost some stock to the beasts. Ander- 
son adds; “... so he blew several blasts at night 
on a cow horn to frighten them. It worked at 
first, but the wolves soon learned to enjoy 
music with their meals.” 


* This is why Hammond changed its name 
from New Astoria. Andrew H. Hammond was 
born in Maine in the 1840s. He built the Asto- 
tia and Columbia River Railway and was 
involved with local fishing and timber ven- 
tures. People in New Astoria wanted Ham- 
mond to build a mill in their town, so they 
changed the town’s name to Hammond. It 
worked. 

* There were 54 saloons in Astoria in 1890. 
“That’s 54 times as many as Warrenton’s one,” 
Anderson wrote. “It was called the Elk and 
located on Marin Street near Third Avenue. 
Between Warrenton and Hammond there was a 
‘blind pig’ or ‘speakeasy’ called the ‘Whistle 
In.’ Some blind pigs had an entrance pass-word 
like ‘Benny sent me,’ but it is not known if a 
whistle was the password to get in.” 

© Warrenton first purchased a piece of fire 
fighting equipment called the Stutz Pumper, 
but the city couldn’t keep up the payments and 
resold it to Astoria. “Good thing it was,” 


ry 
Anderson writes. “It was used during the great 
1922 fire that burned down all of downtown 
Astoria and then kept them going for weeks 
after that. They wore the Stutz engine out.” 

+ In the 1960s, the Skipanon River suddenly 
drained dry. “Then in a few minutes, a surge of 
water came up from the Columbia and filled 
the Skipanon so full that water over-ran the 
levee at Third and Anchor street and the water 
ran down Third Avenue to Main Street. It was 
a tsunami, sometimes called by the misnomer 
‘tidal wave’ from an earthquake.” 

+ The concrete box that Warrenton used as a 
jail for years was torn down in 1958 when the 
new city hall was built. “That concrete box had 
its day. And its nights. One night, maybe 
around 1925, a couple of drunks got dried out 
enough to notice a crack where the walls joined 
the ceiling and they tried lifting the ceiling-roof 
to escape. Then the city riveted in some drift 
pins to secure it.” 


— Mike Stark 
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Warrenton's new police chief 


ready for the challenge 


By Gary Nevan 

It's a homecoming, of sorts, for Scott Church. Warrenton's new police chief grew up 
in Seaside, left to serve in the U.S. Army and pursue a career in law enforcement, and 
then, after 25 years, has returned to the North Coast where his parents still live. 

Church, who started work on Monday, graduated from Seaside High School in 1964 
and Clatsop Community College in 1967. He started his law enforcement career as a 
reserve officer with the Seaside Police Department and was eventually offered a job as 
a full-time patrol officer. 

"T started with virtually no training," Church remembers. "I was on the graveyard 
shift and the chief gave me the keys and said, ‘Have a good night’. That was it." 

Then came the Vietnam War and Church enlisted in the U.S. Army along with his 
brother. He was an MP in the Criminal Investigation Division (CIP) from 1968-69. 

Upon returning home, Church got a job in security at Portland State University. He 
stayed there for two years but grew tired of dealing with college students. He was of- 
fered a job in Florence as a patrol officer and stayed there for 25 years. 

He became a Sergeant after only a year and a half and eventually earned his way to 


Lieutenant and second-in-command of the 21 personnel department. on Page 8 


basically had two full-time jobs going simultaneously," he 
id. "I had been there for too long and had to get away, so I 
ded to retire in 1997." 
hurch said he took a year and a half off to spend time with 
1ughters, but decided it was time to go back to work. 
took my time off and now I'm ready for a new challenge 
nd looking forward to being Warrenton's police chief." 
e decision to return to the North Coast was easy, he said. 
‘Both my wife and I have a lot of relatives in the area. I was- 
really considering going back into law enforcement, but we 
\d decided we were going to return to this area. My folks are 
g older and the time was right." 
urch and his wife, Valerie, are looking for a home in be- 
en Gearhart and Warrenton. Their daughter, Alyson Fields, 
ie Broadway Middle School in Seaside. A daughter, Seana 
attending Oregon State University, a daughter, Me- 
urch lives in Hawaii, and Tanya Church is a dental hy- 
enist in Hillsboro. 
Longtime area residents will probably remember Church's fa- 
her, Don, who was a county commissioner. 
urch said that so far he is impressed with the community. 
e it here," he said. "The guys in the department are out- 
ding and the community is very friendly. I'm very happy to 
the recent levies pass. I'm glad to see the support in the 
nmunity for public safety. People would have felt the impact 
they hadn't passed. It's very reassuring." 
‘Church said he is not going to make any radical changes in 
e police department. 
"I like what I've seen so far," he said. "I think the police de- 
ment has a good standing in the community. I want to get 
it in the community and meet people and let them get to know 
oT 'm not sais to be sitting behind a desk all uy or driving 


Mayor talks about Warrenton’s future 
continued from page 1 
velopment and have a major impact on it. 

CP: Have you enjoyed being Mayor so far? 

Hazen: It’s been a real honor to be on the commission and 
to be the Mayor. It’s a great experience. I do enjoy going to 
different events and representing the city. I’m really looking 
forward to the Memorial Day Flag Ceremony at the post office 
and giving a speech. When the Brigadier General visited Fort 
Clatsop with Interior Secretary Norton, he said that he really 
appreciated the flags in downtown Warrenton. I’m also looking 
forward to the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial. It’s going to be 
huge for the entire region. I love living here. It’s a great place. 
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Mayor Jeff Hazen envisions 
exciting future for Warrenton 


By Gary Nevan 

Warrenton’s new Mayor sees nothing but 
ood things happening in the future for the 
y even though financial challenges do loom 
n the horizon. 

Jeff Hazen was appointed Mayor by the 
ity commission in January, taking over the 
ity’s representative role from Barbara 
salensifer who decided not to run for re-elec- 
jon last November. 

Hazen, 38, who is the assistant manager at 
‘ostco, has lived in the community since 
993. He has served on the Warrenton Busi- 
ess Association, the Warrenton-Hammond 
school District Budget Committee and the 
\storia- Warrenton Chamber of Commerce 
3oard of Directors. 

Hazen sat down with The Columbia Press 
ecently to talk about the city. 

CP: Why did you want 
Varrenton’s Mayor? 


to be 


hall meetings with citizens, business owners, 
landowners and kids where the people can 
bring up topics to discuss what they want 
Warrenton to become. 

CP: What changes do you see taking 
place in Warrenton? 

Hazen: The Periodic Review will make it 
a lot easier for people to develop property in 
Warrenton. One of the biggest challenges we 
have is with all the wetlands in the city. I con- 
sider myself an advocate of responsible 
growth and development. I don’t want to see 
an overloading of the community but we do 
have the opportunity for more growth and 
community development because of the 
amount of land we have here. I think devel- 
opment on Highway 101 would enhance the 
area. There have already been many positive 
changes taking place throughout the city. I 
don’t see any real major changes, just mak- 
ing the city a great place to live. We have a 


“...1 WANT US TO CONTINUE OUR TRANSITION TO BECOMING 
A MORE RESPONSIVE AND FAIR CITY GOVERNMENT.” 


Hazen: It goes back to when I wanted to 
et on the city commission and get involved 
‘ith government. It really kicked off when I 
1oved here. I became involved in the WBA, 
1e chamber and the school district and re- 
lly enjoyed all of those activities. I ran for 
1e county commission awhile back and lost. 
ut some people approached me about run- 
ing for the city commission. It’s been a 
emendous learning experience. I’m learn- 
ig new stuff everyday. It’s exciting to be a 
ut of the city’s development. There's been 
g changes with the city government and 
ow the city business is conducted. There's a 
2w fresh perspective. I think Scott 
Jerickson) does a great job for us. We now 
we a full-time city planner and that’s a big 
set, especially with the state agencies. I 
ink we're developing a good working rela- 
»nship with them and that can only help 


Warrenton. I was inspired working with Barb 
(Balensifer) and how she conducted herself 
as Mayor. She was a very good leader. 

CP: What are your personal goals while 
serving on the city commission? 

Hazen: J don’t really have any pet projects 
except getting the student representative on the 
city commission. It’s a great opportunity for a 
student. I see it as a partnership with schools 
for the students to help get their point of view 
across about what they like and don’t like about 
our community. I hope we get a student on 
board in April after going through the inter- 
viewing process. As far as other goals, I want 
us to continue our transition to becoming a 
more responsive and fair city government. We 
have a good makeup on the city commission, 
There are different views but we’ ve agreed to 
disagree. We’re all excited about the vision- 
ing process that’s coming up. We'll have town 


lot of things going for us. 

CP: How is the city looking going into 
the budget process? 

Hazen: We will have an interesting bud- 
get process this fiscal year. We’re trying to 
sort out some financial issues with our bud- 
get. I think our budget should be driven by 
priorities, not our priorities driven by our 
budget. We have some financial issues we 
have to face, some unexpected expenses. 
Having a new finance director will certainly 
help. We hope to have someone in that posi- 
tion soon. 

CP: What is the main challenge the city 
faces in the near future? 

Hazen: Infrastructure, especially water 
and sewer capacity. Money is the problem, 
we don’t have enough of it. Everything costs 
money. Our infrastructure will guide our de- 

Continued on page 4 


Warrenton has new 
city manager 


By Gary Nevan B-AG-KOOO 

Warrenton has a new city manager. 

Scott Derickson accepted the city’s job offer this week and will 
start work on June 26, according to Mayor Barbara Balensifer. 

Derickson was the only finalist for the position. Interim City 
Manager Alan Johansson had applied for the job but decided to with- 
draw from consideration, preferring to remain as the city’s engineer. 

“He’s very excited about coming to Warrenton,” Balensifer said 
about Derickson., “He called me the other day and said, ‘Barb, I 
have a lot of homework to do and I'm ready to get started’. He's 
definitely ready for the challenge. All of us on the commission feel 
that he’s ready for the challenge and he'll bring youth and enthusi- 
asm to the job. It’s time for him to become the € of a company 
and we're giving him the opportunity to spread his wings.” 

Derickson’s salary will be $55,000 a year with a $255 a month 
car allowance, 


Memorial Day events scheduled 


Several local events for Me- 11 a.m.—Ceremony at Ocean- 
morial Day are planned including view Cemetery sponsored by 
the following: American Legion Clatsop Post 
11 a.m.—Ceremony at Fort 12. 

Stevens Cemetery sponsored by Noon—Flag changing ceremony 
VEW Post 10580. at Warrenton Post Office. 
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City manager pleased with goals achieved after 
one year running Warrenton’s government 


I Scott Derickson striving to improve professionalistn at City Hall 


By Gary Nevan 

Warrenton City Manager Scott Derickson 
has been on the job for a little over a year 
now and while the job has been extremely 
challenging and almost overwhelming at 
times, he seems to relish the responsibility of 
running a city government. 

Derickson said one of his first goals since 
becoming Warrenton’s city manager has been 
to improve the professionalism of city hall 
and revamp an internal system that was in 
need of changes. 

“The biggest change so far has been the re- 
creation and restructuring of t s internal 
operations,” Derickson said, “We performed 
a risk assessment that showed the weakness 
of our financial system. I think we’ve taken 
great strides in improving the accountability 
of the city’s resources. That took an enormous 
amount of time and effort but the results will 
show a better accountability and will help the 
community to grow into the future. We now 
have better and more accurate information for 
the public with more opportunity for commu- 
nity input.” 

Derickson admits the changes have not been 
embraced wholeheartedly by some citizens. 

“T can’t always make people happy but if 
they understand the reasons, then we’ ve done 
a good job,” he said. “These were changes that 
needed to be made. It’s important to offer con- 
sistent, quality service out of city hall. All 
citizens must be treated the same—fair and 
equal.” 

Derickson said the city’s financial situa- 
tion is “tight.” 

“There’s no question that we will have a very 
tight year,” he said: “Our debt service almost 
doubled with the new water filtration plant. 
Unfortunately, the-city in the past did not plan 
for debt service; so we’re now borrowing money 
that we didn’t recover in the past. We’re work- 
ing to manage the money better now.” 

With a police department budget of 
$650,000 and a fire department budget of 
$270,000, the city needs to realize much more 
than the $477,000 in property taxes it pulls 
in this year to pay for public safety. 

“Every penny of property taxes goes to 


The city’s refuse collection system lost 
nearly $60,000 last year, due to increased re- 
cycling costs. 

“We need to trim some costs and stay 
within our budget this year,” he said. 

Derickson has hired a new financial direc- 
tor and city planner in his quest for increased 
professionalism at city hall. 

“We have a very competent and professional 
staff now on board,” he said. “It makes a big 
difference to have high end professionals.” 

After a year in Warrenton, Derickson said 
he made the right choice by accepting the city 
manager’s job. 

“I like it here a lot, I’ve enjoyed the chal- 
lenge,” he said. “The people have been very 
friendly and I’m very much at home in 
Warrenton now. I enjoy working with the city 
commission. I’ve found the quality of the 
city’s volunteers to be exceptional. The vol- 
unteer firefighters and police reserve officers 


public safety,” Derickson said. “We need to 
find $440,000 more to provide fire and po- 
lice protection to Warrenton residents.” 
Both of those budgets, Derickson points 
out, are stripped down to only what is needed. 


do a great job. The community spirit here is 
more than I’ve ever seen before. I think 
Warrenton is posed to really grow and I think 
we’ ll see some exciting things happening here 
in the future.” 


Three new subdivisions 
planned in Warrenton 


Three new subdivisions are planned in the Warrenton-Hammond area, according to 
Warrenton City Planner Patrick Wingard. 

+ Heron Meadows Subdivision has been given a tentative plan approval from the Warrenton 
Planning Commission. Mark Popkins is the developer. 

The project calls for an’8-lot subdivision on N.W. Gardenia Avenue and N.W. 9th Street in 
Warrenton. A wetland delineation is in process, Wingard said. _ 

+ Westside Meadows Subdivision, Phase I, is a proposed 9-lot subdivision off of N;W. Ist 
Street near N.W. Gardenia Avenue in Warrenton. 

The developer, Elizabeth Tagg, has been given preliminary plat approval by the planning 
commission with some conditions that must be met. Construction is scheduled to begin next 
year, Wingard said. . 
* Battery Russell No. 4 Subdivision is a planned 37-lot subdivision in Hammond on Lake 
Drive and Ninth Avenue. 

Developer Jerry Sittner has been given a preliminary plat approval by the btianing com- 
mission and the city’s planning department is working with Sittner to ensure conditions of 
the preliminary plat are met. The project has been released by the planning department to 
begin construction, Wingard said. 


Frequent flier 
contributors 


come up 


H-G 


trumps 


e DA 


Q Seaside businessman’s generosity and other 
help will enable Jim Hart to assist at Ground Zero 


Frequent fliers wasted no time in 
covering Warrenton Police Officer 
Jim Hart's trip to New York through 
the week of Thanksgiving. 

“A lot of people donated miles, 
but not everybody's worked,” said 
Jill Conner-Ross of Sundial Travel, 
who organized the effort. 

Bill Brooks of Astoria was the 
first to respond, but the miles had an 
advance purchase requirement and it 
was too late. Brooks wrote a per- 
sonal check of $100 to help with 
expenses instead. Soon after, 
Clydene Paul called in with miles 
from SouthWest Airlines, but that 
company doesn’t fly to New York. 
Another local resident, Karen Mar- 
shall, offered Delta miles, but didn't 
have enough, 

Finally, Sohail Masood, a Sea- 
side businessman who flies often, 
called in from the Ukraine to offer 
any of the miles in his account and 
“get this guy to New York.” 

Hart was initially planning to 


relieve New York police officers 
during the holiday. “We were just 
sitting around watching the news 
one night and there was a Seattle 
officer describing his experience, 
and I mentioned to my wife that I 
would like to do something like 
that.” 

Juli Hart called Sundial Travel 
to inquire about prices, and “the 
travel agency just ran with it,” con- 
tacting local media to round up the 
miles. 

Hart has been a full-time police 
officer for just over a year, and was 
a reserve officer before that. 

The American Red Cross and 
several church organizations have 
told him that the greatest need is in 
humanitarian aid. Hart said he’s 
going to show up ready to work, 
and do what he can where he can 
have an impact, whether it’s with 
the fire department, working at 
Ground Zero or doing outreach with 
families. 
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Kalama 


Seosice 
the realm of legend. Who were these early sailors? From whence 


cometh they, end what was their purpose? These ere questions to 
wast % 4 : 


which I would lixe the answers. 


Dae t i What had happened to the British Bark MELANOFE which was 


discovered without sign of life aboard by the steamer NORTHLAND, Pins 
19067. Hed the crew fallen prey to disease or starvation before the 
(US/ 


ie F " ship wes struck by the elements? Or had e storm reised such havoc 


that none survived to bring her in sefely to the Port of Astoria? 


Another ceme in so close to the lighthouse at Tillamook that the 
keeper could not warn them ewey before it wes too late. 

Sven in our modern era, the MAUNA ALA is en example of 
whet would probebly happen more often if the aidsto navigetion were 
once egain removed. Here was 9 ship which was destroyed by Pearl Por/kend 
Harbor even though thousands of miles away. This was lixe going 


back in»history to & period which modern navigators thought hed 
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Warrenton says goodbye to 


long-serving volunteer firefighter 
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Q Larry Osborn responded to 
emergency calls for 10 years 


By JUSTIN LACCHE 
For The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — Through his humility 
and dedication to the city, local firefighter 
Larry Osborn has represented the best the 
community has to offer, said Warrenton 
Mayor Jeff Hazen. 

Hazen and Warrenton commissioners 
recently recognized Osborn for his nearly 10 
years of area fire fighting service. Next month, 
Osborn, a minister of Warrenton Christian 
Church, will be leaving the department to 


minister in Eugene. 

“T think one way you can tell how great a 
city is, is by the strength of its volunteer fire 
department. Larry Osborn shows why this 
community is so fortunate to have such a 
great department,” said Hazen. 

“I think Warrenton is a better city because 
of Larry Osborn, I know it is hard to say 
goodbye, but we all hope Larry will contin- 
ue to come up and visit in the future.” 

Osborn’s value to the department was 
echoed by Warrenton Fire Chief Ted Ames, 
who said the firefighter was always one to rush 
to an emergency call. “His list of accom- 
plishments and the literally thousands of hours 
he has donated to serving the citizens of War- 
renton is unparalleled,” said Ames. “He will 


be very difficult to 
teplace. I will miss Larry 
both as a volunteer fire- 
fighter and as a good 
friend.” 

The most important 
thing to remember is 
Warrenton has a lot to 
offer and its young resi- 
dents are the key to future 
successes, Osborn said. 
“There are so many 
dynamics in firefighting, 
but one of the most fulfilling to me was work- 
ing with the grade -school students,” he said. 
“One of the most important things with safe- 


ty is trying to prevent future accidents. Being 


Larry Osborn 


able to work with children to keep them safe 
was a wonderful part of being a fire fighter 
here.” 

The other side of firefighting was respond- 
ing to the emergency call, and the pressure of 
knowing that someone’s life could be on the 
line. 

“All the training, all the work and prepa- 
ration, go into executing what exactly is need- 
ed at the moment when you respond to a 
call,” said Osborn. 

“For me, being the department's chaplain, 
I may use my other experiences to help con- 
sole the family after an accident or traumat- 
ic event. But when a fire fighter responds to 
acall, the job is to do all you can while look- 
ing out after the safety of others and yourself.” 


Every firefighter encounters the “tough 
calls,” when there isn’t enough to save a per- 
son’s life, added Osborn. While he wasn’t 
comfortable talking about specifics in public, 
Osborn did say that firefighters need to try to 
find peace within themselves to carry on after 
negative experiences. But as intense as fire 
fighting is, the new generation of Warrenton 
young people should consider joining the 
department, Osborn added. 

“Skills like focus, execution, helping the 
community and quick decision-making are 
valuable in other sectors of life,” said Osborn. 
“So for young adults, they can become better 
people while the community can count on 
them for emergency assistance. It is win-win 
for everyone.” 


Warrenton residents narrow 


focus for vision priorities 


Mey 16-2001 


QO Hammond's future goes 
under the microscope 


By JUSTIN LACCHE 
For The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — Poor weather didn’t 
deter a strong turnout for Warrenton’s second 
visioning process meeting as local stake- 
holders work towards an action plan to make 
the community stronger. 

More than 40 people attended Tuesday’s 
second visioning meeting to debate the 
specifics of an in-depth Warrenton improve- 
ment game plan. 

The discussion focused on eight identified 
segments of the community ranging from 
jobs, livability and preserving the ecological 
strengths of the Warrenton/Hammond area. 

The meeting was again conducted by Tom 
Armstrong from Parametrix Inc. of Portland, 
as well as city leaders. The task Tuesday 
was to work towards finding what the city 
must do to meet the needs of its residential 
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and business communities by 2020. 

“The key now is to focus on the big ideas 
and not get tied down debating how to imple- 
ment each idea,” said Armstrong. “Once we 
know the direction, then we can focus on 
the specific details of how to get there.” 

On the employment front, local stake- 
holders said one key will be attracting jobs 
that meet the skill levels of local employees. 
The debate continued on where exactly new 
jobs should be introduced, whether off the 
U.S. Highway 101 corridor or locations more 
in downtown Warrenton. 

The city should also look to other com- 
munities to find mutually beneficial eco- 
nomic opportunities, said city Commission- 
er Lisa Lamping. One example was Astoria 
possibly supplying water to Warrenton’s 
industrial park areas, Lamping said. “My 
understanding was they said that was off the 
table, but if they are interested I believe we 
can get a dialog started immediately. We're 
ready to go,” she said. 

In addition to economic strategies, stake- 
holders looked at areas including downtown, 


Hammond, transporta- 
tion, wetlands and parks. 
Discussion continued on jf 
whether Hammond -- 
which was officially 
annexed by Warrenton 
about 10 years ago -- 
should remain mostly a 
residential neighborhood 
or have a dual identity as 
both a residential and 
industrial area. While no 
consensus was reached, 
most said the city should not sacrifice its 
natural beauty for the sake of taking any 
industry. 

The answer may be new high-tech and 
specialized industries where local residents 
could work at least partly at home, said local 
residents David Shannon and Mo Dichari. 

“Warrenton needs to focus on attracting 
high powered industries that can bring some- 
thing of quality to the residential population. 
The key is attracting jobs with livable wages,” 
said Dichari. 


Lisa 
Lamping 


City leaders pointed out it may not be fis- 
cally possible to implement every sugges- 
tion to make Warrenton a stronger city in 
the future, thus prompting the need for col- 
laborative efforts from different segments of 
the community. 

One example was focusing more on the 
needs of Warrenton High School and incor- 
porating future projects with those tied to 
the community. 

Students from Warrenton High School’s 
leadership class have shown that many of 
the new generation of residents would like to 
continue making the area their home, added 
Commissioner Lylla Gaebel. 

When looking at how Warrenton’s trans- 
portation infrastructure could be improved, 
many attendees said some overpass was need- 
ed to connect the west and east side of the 
highway. An importance was also placed in 
improving safe bicycle paths around War- 
trenton. 


“ASlong is vm row te ile 
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| focus on t we want the density to be 


and how it will impact the whole communi- 


A new Warrenton golf course may, for 
example, actually reduce traffic issues in the 
community, added Ron Larson. 

The stage is now set for the final vision- 
ing meeting June 5 when city leaders will pre- 
sent a draft strategic plan for Warrenton. The 
process will continue for years as the com- 
munity works out the logistics of imple- 
menting their plan, added Armstrong. “What 
we are going to do now is take all the com- 
ments, rework and fine tune them to lay out 
an action plan” he said. 

“Once we know where the community 
wants to be in 20 years, then we can decide 
what to do today and this week to realize 
that vision.” 

Tuesday’s strong turnout was a testament 
to the continued commitment of local stake- 
holders to strengthen the community, added 
Warrenton Mayor Jeff Hazen. 
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Hazen sees 


“T don’t have an agenda, I listen to things 
first, and then I'll make a decision on how 
I feel about things — what I feel is the right 
decision. And that's based on what I hear 
from staff and what I hear from other com- 
missioners, too. I try not to come in with a 
predisposition of opinion,” said the War- 
renton mayor, who was appointed to his 
second one-year term Wednesday. 

Hazen, 39, is assistant manager at Cost 
co in Warrenton. He said he and his w 
Ronda, have “quite a menagerie” at their 
Hammond home of nine years, with “four 
dogs, two cats and a couple of ferrets.” 
Hazen also has a stepson and granddaugh- 
ter in Eugene. 

Warrenton is the fastest growing city in 
Clatsop County, with just less than 5,000 
residents, but with one of the largest city 
limits in the state. It contains huge hunks of 
undeveloped land that lie in limbo waiting 
for what developers might do when the 
time is right. State approval is pending for 
an enterprise zone to attract development to 
the county's North Coast Business Park. 
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opportunities for Warrenton 


Returning mayor prepares 
to deal with challenges 
of fast-growing community 


By BEN GILBERT 
The Daily Astorian 


While absorbing testimony, a frequent 
stance of Jeff Hazen's is to lean back in his 
chair, crossing his arms and scrunching his 
brow. 

The Warrenton City Commission swiv- 
el chairs are springy, and propel him for- 
ward to the microphone, as he is often the 
one to ask the first question, or make clar- 
ifications on what information he wants 
brought to the table. 


Warrenton Mayor Jeff Hazen, reap- 
pointed to his second one-year stint 
in the position, says long-term plan- 
ning and infrastructure needs top his 
growing list of the city's issues in the 


coming year. 


Infrastructure needs hamper that and many 
other otherwise developable sites. A good 
chunk of the city's and the region's econ- 
omy will depend on the businesses that do 
end up making their way to the area, be 
they industrial, retail or both, 

Hazen plans to hear President Bush talk 
about his outlook on the economy in Port- 
Jand Saturday. The newly re-elected mayor 
chatted with The Daily Astorian Thursday 
about his own outlook on the past year and 
the progress he sees Warrenton making in 
2002, 


Daily Astorian: How do you think 
you’re going to go about convincing the 
public that the water and sewer rate 
increases discussed Wednesday are going 
to be a good thing, or necessary? 

Jeff Hazen: Yeah, I wouldn’t call it a 
good thing. I would call it a necessity, In the 
short time that I have been on the commis- 
sion, and looking at the budgets, and look- 
ing down the road, it’s very obvious that it's 
something that needs to be done. We’ve 
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really enjoyed for several years in this com- 
munity extremely low rates for services, 
but unfortunately they were artificially low, 
and it’s time to play catch up a little bit. 


DA: During the visioning process held 
last summer, it seemed like the commu- 
nity wants Warrenton to be, in one aspect, 
a major shopping center in the region. 

JH: I think the important part of the 
visioning statement is talking about bal- 
anced growth. We want to have a plan in 
place to make sure that it is balanced, that 
it’s just not a free-for-all. For instance, 
Highway 101. We don’t want it to look 
like Lincoln City. We prefer pocket devel- 
opments. And I don’t envision us ever hay- 
ing the look of Lincoln City going down 
101. I would not enjoy that. We're unique 
in that we're, I believe, like the third largest 
city in the whole state, land-wise, and so 
there's a lot of opportunities for develop- 
ment in this area. 


See HAZEN, Page 10A 
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Hazen: Mayor to plan for Warrenton’s future 


Continued from Page 1A 


DA: How much weight does the 
visioning document hold? 

JH: It's something that, because it 
is a public process, we had so many 
different aspects of the public here, 
we have to live with that and use that 
inall the decisions that we make. If we 
start making decisions that aren't con- 
sistent with the visioning process, then 
we don’t carry a lot of weight with 
the citizens of Warrenton. 


DA: How would you describe, in 
your eyes, the attitude of the public 
toward City Hall? 

JH: You know, there have been a 
lot of changes. I think for the most 
part people are pleased with the direc- 
tion that we're going. I think people see 
that we're planning better. We're plan- 
ning for the future better. I’m going to 
be jealous of the City Commission 
that’s in place 10 or 20 years from 
now because we're doing the things 
now to make it easier in the future. 
We're having to make some tough 
decisions, but it certainly is the ground- 
work for a smoother government down 
the road. 


DA: A lot of people are looking at 
Astoria as being the destination for 
the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial, 
but it seems like with Fort Clatsop, 
as well as all the open space and 
beachfront in Warrenton, that eyes 
will be on Warrenton as well. Do 
you think you’re going to be ready? 

JH: I think so, I haven’t been 
involved with a lot of the planning of 
the Bicentennial. Obviously it’s going 
to be a big impact on the whole region 


—not just Astoria, not just us, but also 
in Seaside and across the river, and I 
think it’s a great opportunity to show- 
case the entire North Coast, not just one 
individual city. 


DA: If major development comes 
to the Airport Industrial Park or 
the North Coast Business Park dur- 
ing the Bicentennial, do you think 
that’s going to butt heads with RV, 
trailer and bus traffic to Fort Clat- 
sop? 

JH: Not really. The Bicentennial is 
important, but the economy is, I 
believe, more important, and the oppor- 
tunities at both the airport and the 
North Coast Business Park have got to 
be maximized. We’ ve got to find the. 
solutions to get the infrastructure out 
there. 


DA: What is the relationship like 
between the city of Astoria and the 
city of Warrenton? 

JH: Excellent. One of the things 
that having brought (City Manager 
Scott Derickson) on board — it’s been 
one of the major changes —is our deal- 
ings with different agencies, differ- 
ent jurisdictions. [look at the dealings 
with the different state agencies. The 
best example of that is the Mutual 
Agreement and Order, the MAO, that 
we came to with DEQ. A lot of that 
was building a good relationship with 
them, letting them know that we want 
to work with them. We do. We know 
that not only do we have to work with 
different state agencies, but we want 
to. We want to be doing the right 
thing. 

(The state Department of Environ- 
mental Quality agreed last year to 


grant some leeway on the city’s over- 
loaded sewer lagoon in exchange for 
the city’s agreement to begin taking 
steps to improve the system.) 


DA: Do you have any predictions 
for 2002? What do you think are 
going to be the main objectives of the 
city? 

JH: You know, right off the bat 
Tl go back to looking at the (water and 
sewer) rates, to make sure that the 
rates are fair and equitable among all 
the different users. That's the biggest 
thing right now on the horizon that 
we have to deal with that. Beyond that, 
oh boy, planning, planning, planning. 
I’ve said that over and over, we're 
going to continue to really put an 
emphasis on planning. 


DA: Do you think the trans- 
portation plan will be finished this 
year? 

JH: I don’t know that it will be 
finished by the end of the year, just 
because of the delays in getting anew 
contractor. 


DA: Did you ever see yourself 
being involved with government 
when you were growing up? 

JH: No, [ never did. I think back to 
high school, and there was one teach- 
er that had a great impact on me, and 
the one thing that I remember very 
clearly about him, was he drove in 
that there’s no such thing as problems. 
Don’t call them problems. Call them 
opportunities. That’s how I look at 
things not only in my personal life, 
but in public life, too. There’s a lot of 
opportunities out there, and a lot of 
solutions, too. 
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Three vie for Warrenton: 
Commission seat 


By JUSTIN LACCHE 
For The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON—The bid for 
Keith Dyer’s vacated seat on the War- 
renton Commission appears to be a 
three-person race as each candidate 
boasts different experiences tied into 
common goal: making the city bet- 
ter. 

Local residents Frida L. Fraun- 
felder, W.E. “Bill’ Harris and Vince 
Williams are vying to finish out Dyer's 
term which expires in December. He 
announced his retirement from the 
commission last month. 

Under Warrenton's city charter, 
the commission exercised its option of 
appointing the latest member to the 
five-person body, and public inter- 
views could begin as soon as the April 
17 meeting. 

All the candidates were afforded 
the opportunity to talk to The Daily 
Astorian. They explained some of their 
experience they would like to bring to 
the commission seat. 


Frida Fraunfelder 

Fraunfelder is retired from a career 
in social services, which included 
being executive director of Clatsop 
Community Action. She now has the 
time to be more involved with the 
city’s visions for future projects, she 
said, 

“T like living in Warrenton. It is 
working on a new vision with various 
projects and bringing in new industry 
to the area. I think there is a concer 
from recent talks of money problems 
tied into the need for new water, sewer 
and garbage projects. I would like to 
see further development of reserve 
funds for the future,” she said. 

“One perspective I bring with my 
work in social services is the struggles 
that senior citizens with fixed incomes 
face. As bills go up, the reality is their 
incomes do not. As we face the reali- 
ty that the 85 and older population 
will double in this area over the next 
10 years, we need to find solutions 
that also take in consideration their 
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fixed incomes,” she said. 
W.E. ‘Bill’ Harris 

Harris is a self-employed contrac- 
tor, and brings years of budgetary 
experience to his candidacy, including 
serving on the budget committees of 
the Port of Astoria, and the city of 
Warrenton, he said, 

Inhis official city application, Har- 
ris said his interest in applying for 
Dyer’s position stems from a desire to 
“help solve (the) city’s problems and 
bring teamwork for decisions ...” 


Vince Williams 

Many know Hammond resident 
Vince Williams as a member of the 
city’s planning commission or as a 
local auto dealer. 

Williams said he would like to 
bring a positive pro-business-based 
philosophy while working toward the 
overall good of the city. Williams and 
his family spent 30 years in the Port- 
land/Salem area before moving to the 
area more than five years ago. 

“We voted with our money and 
with our feet by deciding to move here 
and we love it here. We like the pace 
and the livability and maintaining those 
are concerns for people living here. 

“If [had to single out one specific 
goal, and there are many, but bringing 
family-waged jobs is number one. I 
believe what I have brought to the 
planning commission is a focus on 
families, family-paying jobs and pos- 
itive business development,” Williams 
said, “I bring experience working with 
budgets, understanding equipment, 
and payrolls. 1 would like to apply 
these experiences to issues before the 
commission. 

Williams’ early professional career 
began in the nation’s capital where he 
served as a police officer and fire- 
fighter. Williams also would use those 
experiences and understandings into 
the commission's role in local police 
and fire issues, he said. 

Applications and eligibility require- 
ments for the open commission seat are 
available at Warrenton City Hall, 225 
South Main Ave. 
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Downtown Warrenton in the late 1930s 
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At long last, Warrenton Commission picks fifth 
member 


Thursday, April 17, 2003 
By ANDREW ADAMS 


The Daily Astorian, aadams@dailyastorian.com 


Astoria, Dregon 


WARRENTON - For a frustrating moment Wednesday night it seemed the Warrenton City 
Commission would deadlock once again on who to appoint as its fifth member. 


After coming back with two new names to consider, the commission split between commissioners 
Gil Gramson and Dick Hellberg against Mayor Jeff Hazen and Paul Rodriquez. It was the same 
split that had prevented any successful vote on earlier candidates and the same split that had 
delayed a resolution to the issue for more than four months. 


“Surprise, surprise,” Rodriquez said after the vote. The commission decided on Russ Farmer. 


But the commission decided to mull the matter a little bit longer and wait until the end of the 
meeting to make another vote. When that time came, Gramson said after thinking about it he 
could support Hazen’s choice for the appointment and decided to make a motion the commission 
appoint Farmer as its newest member. 


That motion received an unanimous vote, and Farmer likely will take the commission seat left 
vacant because Lylla Gaebel was elected to the Clatsop County Board of Commissioners in 
November. 


After making their appointment, commissioners also heard a report on the state of the city’s 
marinas. 


Gramson had initially suggested fisherman Tom Morrison, but Rodriquez had opposed his 
appointment because of what he said was Morrison’s “hot temper.” He added that temper was 
displayed when Morrison argued with him about the city raising its water rates. 


Hellberg said the commission members shouldn’t decide on appointing someone because of their 
opinions on certain issues, at which point Rodriquez said Hellberg was trying to make the city’s 
water rates an issue. 


To stem the argument, Hazen interjected and suggested that perhaps the commission could take a 
look at the issue after dealing with the rest of its packed agenda when cooler heads could prevail. 


That proved to be a wise move, as at the end of the meeting Farmer’s appointment passed with no 
discussion. After the meeting Gramson said while thinking about the matter, he decided Farmer 
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would do an “excellent job” as a city commissioner. 


Hazen said Farmer, an executive at the Bio-Products fish pellet factory, would be a welcome 
addition to the board. The two served on the budget committee for the Warrenton School District, 
and Farmer asked “very tough questions” and “really researched things.” 


Marinas 
In addition to the appointment issue, the commission received a report from the city’s 
Harbormaster Keith Pinkstaff and the state of the Warrenton and Hammond marinas. The marinas 
have been criticized lately for being in poor repair and the commission had asked for a report on 
their current state for this meeting. 


The current state is not good. Pinkstaff made no excuses for either marina explaining that the 
pilings are worn, the docks are falling apart, utilities need to be upgraded and the banks for the 
marinas are slowly creeping into the basins. 


Winter storms that pound the marinas every year and a lack of funding were the chief reasons 
Pinkstaff said the docks were in a less than desirable condition. 


“The marinas are a $1-million operation working on a $100,000 budget,” he said. 


To completely fix both marinas would cost about $2.3 million, based on a list of estimates for 
projects at the marinas submitted to the county’s economic development committee. Pinkstaff 
said those projects have been on the committee’s priority list for funding and haven’t moved in 
years. 


Gramson and Hazen said they would like to see the commission sit down to discuss a long range 
plan for both docks to end the marina’s maintenance problems. 


In the meantime, Gramson asked City Manager Scott Derickson to see if the city could issue a 
short-term loan to the marinas just to make the basic repairs needed for the start of the 
recreational boating season. 


Derickson said that wouldn’t be a problem, and that he could probably get something together in 
the next few weeks. 
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Police Chief Scott Church 
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announces plans to retire 


By Gary Nevan 

Warrenton Police Chief Scott Church has 
announced he will retire effective June 30. 

Church was hired as Chief of Police on 
Sept. 28, 1999, after 25 years with the Flo- 
rence Police Department. He served as a 
Lieutenant and Sergeant in that department 
before being hired to lead Warrenton’s po- 
lice force. 

The 57-year-old Church suffered a stroke 
in July of 2002 and has made a remarkable 
recovery. 

He said the main reason he decided to 
retire was because of the uncertain future 
of the Public Employee Retirement System. 

“PERS is going through such convul- 
sions right now that I decided that I had 
better make a decision about retirement,” 
he explained. “At my age and the num- 
ber of years I’ve been in the system, it 
made sense to retire now. Also, because 
of the stroke, I feel I need to-take some 
time off.” 

Church’s last working day will be June 


30, but he intends to stay under contract for 
three or four additional months to assist in 
the search for a new chief and to help in the 
transition. 

“Tl be involved in the search process 
for a new chief,” he said. “I’ll be putting 
out some feelers at the Police Chief’s con- 
ference next week.” 

Church said he’s going to miss his day- 
to-day involvement in the city. 

“T love Warrenton and think the police 
department is great,” he said. “There are 
really good people here. I wish the circum- 
stances were different because I’d like to 
stay here for a long time. I couldn’t imag- 
ine a warmer or better community than 
Warrenton. I’ve made so many friends. I 
want to thank City Manager Scott 
Derickson for all his help and consideration 
and I want to thank Gil Gramson for hiring 
me.” 

Church said he will remain in the area 
and looks forward to spending his time vol- 
unteering. 
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Firefighters go all 
out to welcome 
home Steadfast 
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ABOVE: Volunteer firefighters from Warrenton, Cannon Beach, Astoria and 
the Tri-Cities of Washington prepare to hang flags from the Astoria Bridge to 
welcome home the Coast Guard cutter Steadfast Monday. 


LEFT: The Steadfast returns to Astoria after making two successful drug 
interdictions while deployed off the coast of Mexico. Warrenton Fire Chief 
Ted Ames oversaw volunteer firefighters on the Astoria Bridge as they hung 
two American flags to welcome home the ship. The two 20- by 30-foot flags 
came from the Kennewick (Wash.) Fire Department. One belongs to Region 8 
Fire Council and the other from Tri-City Fire District. The flags were used 
during the passing of the Olympic Torch and numerous memorial services, 
and were presented Monday to honor local, state and national firefighters, 
police and armed service personnel. 


‘Submitted photos 
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STAFF MEMORANDUM 


To: Warrenton Budget Committee 
From: Scott Derickson, City Manager 
Date: January 30, 2003 


Regarding — Consideration of Supplemental Budget 


For your review and general interest, please find the attached Supplemental Budget and 
accompanying Finance Director’s February 5, 2003, Staff Report. The City Commission will 
conduct a hearing during the Commission’s February 5, 2003, Commission meeting to consider 
the adoption of the proposed Supplemental Budget. 


Supplemental Budgets are typically considered a routine “housekeeping” matter, although we try 
to avoid them if possible. If you’re interested, please know that you’re welcome to visit the 
Commission’s February 5, 2003, meeting. 


Also, the City will be mailing 2003-2004 Budget Calendars within the next five to seven days. If 
you have any comments or questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 


P.O. Box 250 Warrenton, OR 97146-0250 
503/861-2233 FAX: 503/861-2351 


Water filtration system is up and running 


Water: Bacteria is kept out 


Continued from Page 1 


3 feet long and 8 inches in diameter 
that cost about $500 a piece. 

These filters are filled with thou- 
sands of hollow fibers that allow 
water to pass through but are too 
small for bacteria to get by. Ager 
said the filters keep out the micro- 
scopic parasite giardia lamblia, 
which is to blame for “beaver fever” 
or a sickness that can cause chron- 
ic diarrhea, bloating and severe gas. 

After the water has gone through 
the filters, Bingham said it is disin- 
fected using sodium hypochloride. 
This is an improvement to Warren- 
ton’s older system that used chlorine, 
and Bingham said as the substance’s 
ingredients are salt, water and elec- 
tricity, it’s easy to produce on site 
and use. After the hypochloride is 
created, it is added to filtered water 
as well as lime, to stabilize acidity 
levels, and fluoride. 

“It’s nice we don’t have to put 
chemicals in the water to clean it,” 


Ager said, explaining the filtration 
system cleans the water of its tur- 
bidity, and the last step is just dis- 
infection. 

After being disinfected Bingham 
said the water is then sent to a 3.5 
million gallon tank where it is held 
before being sent out for distribution. 

The only wastewater generated 
by the plant is water used in a 
“backwash cycle” that occurs about 
every 210 minutes in each filter 
group. This process is essentially 
cleans the filters using water and air 
pressure to force sediments and 
other debris off the filter. The water 
used in the process then goes out 
into a holding pond before it is 
gradually released into a creek run- 
ning near the property. No chemi- 
cals are added during the filtration 
process, so the water can simply 
be dumped outside the facility 
Bingham said. 

“We send it back to mother 
nature. We just cleaned it up for 
her,” he said., 
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By ANDREW ADAMS 
The Daily Astorian 


GEARHART — Terry Ager, water quality 
technician for the city of Warrenton, said after 
the city’s new water filtration center went 
online in mid-September he started getting a 
few calls from people saying the water tasted 
funny. 

Ager said he just had to explain to them 
the water was by far purer than the city had ever 
known. 

“Tt (the filtration plant) pulls the taste, color 
and minerals out of the water,” he said. “It 
pulls out the old ambiance.” 

The new facility processes about 6.5 million 
gallons of water a day from the Lewis and 
Clark River and three of its tributaries: Big 
South Fork, Little South Fork and Camp C. 
Creek. Despite being owned and operated by 
the city of Warrenton, the facility is on about 
14 acres, 1/; miles off Lewis and Clark Road 
east of Geahart, nestled in 
Weyerhaeuser forest land. 

Water in Warrenton 
has always been clean and 
Ager, and the filtration 
plant operator Bob Bing- 
ham, stressed the small 
city and other communi- 
ties served by Warrenton’s 
water supply have never 
suffered any outbreak of 
water-borne illness. 

Some residents 
expressed concern when 
the city sent out notices 
informing them the water 
treatment plant was in vio- 
lation of law, but Ager said 
that was a “boilerplate let- 
ter” state law required the 
city to send out even 
though the water treatment 
facility posed no risk to 
the city or its water cus- 
tomers. 

To comply with feder- 
al and state laws, Warren- 
ton City Engineer Alan 
Johansson said the city had to build a new 
water filtration facility to replace its outdated 
treatment plant. The new $8 million project 
built by Pease & Sons Construction of Tacoma, 
‘Wash., was originally paid for by state loans 
from the state Department of Environmental 
Quality and a safe drinking water fund by the 


holds out a 
water filter that 
is filled with tiny 


polypropylene 
fibers that block 


H bacteria. 
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Department of Economic and Community 
Development. 

Johansson said those loans will be repaid by 
arevamped water billing system that now adds 
a service charge for those people who use more 
than 1,000 gallons, on top of a flat rate of $18 
per month. Johansson said Geahart, Surf Pines, 
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4 Plant operator Bob Bingham activates a backwash to keep filters clean at the new 


Warrenton water treatment facility. 


Rilea Armed Forces Training Center, other 
small communities and private homes on unin- 
corporated land use Warrenton water, and he 
wanted them to know the water system is now 
fully compliant with all regulations. 


Newest technology 

“The city is now meeting all state and fed- 
eral requirements of the Clean Water Act,” he 
said. 

And it’s doing so with the latest technolo- 
gy in water filtration. 

After entering the plant, one is struck by a 
cacophony of hissing, humming and other 
mechanical noises as water is forced through the 
filtration process. But after becoming accus- 


tomed to the noise one is also struck by the 
cleanliness of the place. 

Bingham said the filtration system is a rel- 
atively clean operation but added he takes the 
time to personally dust most of the pipes and 
mop and sweep the floor to keep the city’s 
investment in top shape. 

“T take a lot of pride in this plant and I want 
to make it worth the public’s money,” he said. 

Completely controlled by a computer 
system, the plant is staffed full time by just 
its manager Bingham, who keeps tabs on 
the system through one monitor. The plant 
uses clusters of 90 tube-shaped filters about 


See WATER, Page 12 
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Dan Szydiowski, left, from Tualatin, and Jim Sanford, from Wilsonville, come in at the Hammond marina after a day out fishing Thursday 


afternoon. 


Despite busy fishing season, marinas struggle 


Friday, August 29, 2003 
By ANDREW ADAMS 
The Daily Astorian, aadams@dailyastorian.com 


WARRENTON — It’s the height of the Buoy 10 fishing season. The parking lots at the 
Warrenton and Hammond marinas are packed with top-of-the-line, heavy-duty pickup trucks, 
intermixed with a few luxury SUVs and even a Hummer, parked in long rows most with empty 
boat trailers attached to their rear bumpers. 


Just outside the marina’s entrance, and throughout the whole estuary, fishing boats of all makes 
and models are so thick in the annual hunt for salmon it appears to the casual onlooker that one 
could get from Oregon to Washington just by hopping from boat to boat. 


_ |Harbormaster Keith Pinkstaff said trucks and trailers were backed 
up to Costco last weekend waiting to get into the Warrenton 
Marina and he had so many people on the docks “my feet were 
getting wet.” 


{But local business owner, Corkey Adams has been a vocal critic 

Sew! of the way the city handles the marinas. He believes Pinkstaff has 
A steady stream of fishing boats mismanaged the marinas and doesn’t deserve “to draw another 
sa as the Hammond Marina haycheck.” Adams has helped distribute a petition critical of 
LORI ASSA — The Daily Astorian Pinkstaff and the city that he said garnered more than 300 


signatures. 


With all those fisherman coming to Warrenton, why are the marina staff struggling to stay up with 
basic maintenance? And why has a critical petition received so much support? 


The short answer — at least on the maintenance issue — is because the city has no long-range 
capital improvement plan for the marina, said City Manager Scott Derickson. That lack of 
planning has let revenue fall behind on major projects to the point where the city’s marinas need 
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$813,300 for improvements such as dredging, piling and new floats but will only have $801,250 
in projected revenue this year. This includes money generated by new fee increases. 


That budgeted amount leaves enough to cover the cost of the marinas, which is $640,450, and 
make a transfer of the remainder, most of which is fee revenue, into capital reserve funds for each 
marina. That reserve fund is a new city account and one of the first steps to get the marinas in an 
improved condition. 


“I’ve been trying for years to get where we want to go,” Pinkstaff 
said. 


» Astorian said there has been some inaccurate information making its way 
Roger Goodwin, of Salem, unties around Warrenton. He said the marinas do not operate on a 
his fishing boat from the dock at deficit. Instead, they raise plenty of revenue to cover their costs. 


the Hammond marina, as his sister, * . + 
Rita Goodwin, of Portland, But that’s about it — none is left for larger projects. 


watches, Thursday afternoon. 

Even though the marinas are run by the city, Derickson said they 
are not supported by property taxes. They must be self-sufficient because they are part of what is 
called an enterprise fund. With the reserve accounts and fee increases Derickson said the city 
soon hopes to make the improvements needed at the marinas and not have to go year to year just 
scraping by. 


And, he added, trying to discount another popular misconception, Pinkstaff does not make 
$80,000 per year but instead about half that amount. 


Warrenton’s goal, Derickson said, is to focus on achieving the full potential of the marinas. That 
Means committing to a long-term investment strategy which would include fee increases, as well 
as the reserve funds and trying to secure grant funding. 


“I’m not going anywhere,” Pinkstaff said, answering some who believe he should step down from 
his management post. Pinkstaff became harbormaster in 1997 after being the assistant 
harbormaster for the Port of Astoria for eight years. 


His critic, Adams, operates a charter service, bait shop and convenience store in Hammond. He 
helped circulate the petition because he said he feels Warrenton and Hammond are becoming less 
competitive with other sport fishing ports, such as Ilwaco and Chinook, Wash. 


He has taken his concerns to the city’s board of commissioners several times and has been joined 
by other business owners, most recently Bill Duig, who owns a recreational vehicle campground. 


Some businessmen and women in the marina area, who said they'd like to remain neutral in the 
debate, wouldn’t give their names for this article. But they said the new fees have rankled some of 
their customers, but they noted that Pinkstaff does the best he can with scant resources. 


Derickson said the city has had some difficulty in getting the people familiar with the new fee 
rates, Signs have been vandalized and for some time several people were unclear if the $5 parking 


http://www.dailyastorian.info/print.asp?ArticleID=10201&SectionID=2&SubSectionID=395 8/30/2003 


The Daily Astorian - Astoria, Oregon | Despite busy fishing season, marinas struggle Page 3 of 3 


and boat launch charge meant $5 for parking and launching or just one $5 payment to launch and 
then park. Pinkstaff said the fee applies only once to a person who launches and then parks, but 
people should to pay another $5 for each additional vehicle in their party. 


Other fee increases included raising the moorage fee from $15 to 20 per foot and set a $15 fee for 
“overnight self-inclosed vehicles.” Pinkstaff said that means letting people whose only vehicle is 
an RV stay at the marinas, it does not permit tent camping and campfires. 


Derickson said the city commission will discuss the marinas in November and to see if the 
policies adopted prior to this year’s fishing season were effective. 


Pinkstaff said decisions will be based on how the season went this year. 


But the ups and downs of the marinas, as well as fishing, which often is restricted by the state, 
and the pressure of a tight-knit community, are all aspects of the job he’s become familiar with. 


“Any harbormaster at any marina goes through these things,” he said. 
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Fire training officer tax levy fact sheet 


The Warrenton Fire Department 
is responsible for protecting ap- 
proximately 4,500 permanent 
citizens in the City of Warrenton, 
and approximately 1,500 perma- 
nent citizens in the Warrenton 
Rural Fire Protection District. 
These numbers combine to an in- 
crease of over 10,000 people during 
the summer months. 

The department protects an area 
of approximately 18 square miles 
inside the Warrenton city limits, 
and an area of approximately nine 
square miles inside the boundaries 
of the Warrenton Rural Fire Protec- 
tion District. This area has a Total 
Assessed Valuation of over 
$315,000,000. Included in this area 
are Clatsop County’s only commer- 
cial airport, Oregon’s largest 
military reservation, the county’s 
major retail shopping area, 
Oregon’s largest state park, one of 
five new juvenile correctional fa- 
cilities in the state, the only large 
lumber mill in the area, two large 


Police officer 


The City of Warrenton covers 
an area of approximately 18 
square miles, making it one of the 
five largest cities in the State of 
Oregon in square miles. Within 
that area, the police department 
is responsible for approximately 
4,500 full-time residents, and 
more than double that number 
during busy weekends and most 
of the summer months. 

The police department is re- 
sponsible for safety and security 
of two of the largest camp- 
grounds in the state, Fort Stevens 
State Park and the Astoria/ 
Warrenton KOA, a large retail 
shopping area, a juvenile correc- 
tional facility, three marinas, a 
regional airport, a Coast Guard 
facility and numerous industrial 
and commerciai properties. On 
the border of our community are 
Camp Rilea, a major hub for mili- 
tary training in the Northwest, 
and Fort Clatsop, which begins 
several years of visitors for the 
Lewis and Clark Corps of Discov- 
ery bicentennial, both of which 
increase the influx of visitors 
through the Warrenton area. The 


seafood producers, ten miles of 
Highway 101, a high school and a 
large kindergarten-through- 
eighth-grade school, the bulk of 
the lower Columbia’s commercial 
fishing fleet, and many other com- 
mercial, industrial and residential 
properties. 

The Warrenton Fire Department 
is primarily a volunteer depart- 
ment with the exception of a paid 
fire chief and a paid training cap- 
tain. In calendar year 2002, the 
department responded to 547 calls 
for emergency assistance. In calen- 
dar year 1991, the department 
responded to 257 emergency calls. 

Funding for the training captain 
position is from a Five Year Local 
Option Tax Levy. The levy was ini- 
tially passed in September of 1999, 
and the position was filled in Janu- 
ary, 2000. This initial levy provided 
funding for the training captain po- 
sition through June of 2004, when 
it runs out. 

The primary job responsibilities 


tax levy fact s 


police department also serves an 
active role in the function of our 
school system both at the 
Warrenton High School and the 
Warrenton Grade School. 

The Warrenton Police Depart- 
ment currently has a chief of 
police, a sergeant, a police /mu- 
nicipal court secretary and six 
full-time police officers. During 
the calendar year 2000, the police 
department responded to 2,210 
calls for service, made 166 arrests 
and issued 493 citations for traffic 
offenses. During 2002, those num- 
bers rose to 2,678 calls for service, 
273 arrests and 912 citations for 
traffic violations. This is a signifi- 
cant increase in workload for a 
small department over a two-year 
period. The police department 
does not currently participate in 
the Clatsop County Narcotics Task 
Force or other local cooperative 
groups due to lack of staffing. 

In 1999, a Local Option Tax 
Levy was passed by Warrenton 
voters to maintain the police de- 
partment staffing in the face of 
budget cuts. The passing of that 


of the training captain position are 
to provide assistance to the fire 
chief in the following areas: the 
delivery and documentation of 
training for volunteer firefighters 
and EMTs, the maintenance of de- 
partment facilities, equipment and 
apparatus, and response to emer- 
gency calls for assistance and 
non-emergency calls for service. 

The City of Warrenton is pro- 
posing another Five Year Local 
Option Tax Levy to continue fund- 
ing for the Fire Department 
Training Captain position. Without 
this additional funding, the train- 
ing captain position will be 
eliminated. The proposed levy is 
.3185 per $1,000 of assessed prop- 
erty value, or approximately 
$24.43 per year for an average 
priced home in Warrenton. The es- 
timated cost per year for a $100,000 
house would be approximately 
$31.85. The levy, if passed, would 
begin July 1, 2004 and would end 
June 30, 2009. 


heet 


losing one of its six patrol officers 
for the years 1999 through 2004. In 
une 2004, the funding for that 
patrol officer position runs out. 
The City of Warrenton is pro- 
posing another Five Year Local 
Option Tax Levy to continue 
funding for the police department 
at its current staffing level. With- 
out this continued funding, the 
police department would lose one 
of its six patrol officers, bring 
staffing levels down to their low- 
est in the last ten years. The 
proposed levy would cost the tax- 
payer .3514 per $1,000 of assessed 
property value or $26.95 per year 
for an average $76,700 home. If 
passed, the levy would begin July 
1, 2004 and would end June 30, 
2009. 


BALLOTS MAY BE 
DROPPED OFF AT THE 
RECEPTION DESK AT 


WARRENTON CITY HALL 
(225 S. MAIN) 
FROM 8:30 A.M. TO 5 P.M. 
STARTING OCTOBER 17 


levy saved the department from 


Meet Warrenton’s 
new police chief 


Warrenton’s new police chief says he’s excited about 
taking the helm of a police department that’s much 
smaller than the one he commanded for eight years. 

As the police chief of Aberdeen, Wash., Robert Maxfield 
was in charge of 36 officers, a support staff of 14, and a 
budget of $3.7 million. 

Compared to Warrenton’s staff of six officers and one 
secretary, Maxfield says he is “amazed the department 
has been able to do such a great job with such few staff 
members. The call load has been increasing a significant 
amount over the last couple of years.” 

Maxfield was with the Aberdeen Police Department 
for 27 years, the last eight as the chief of police. 

“I was ready to retire and not work so hard,” he says. 
“T worked 50 to 60 hour weeks regularly and felt it was 
time for me to slow down a little.” 

That doesn’t mean Maxfield will be content to sit be- 
hind a desk all day. 

“T enjoy patrolling and talking to people,” he says. “I 
wasn’t able to do as much of that in my previous job, but 
Iintend to be out in the Warrenton community regularly.” 

One of Maxfield’s goals is to establish a link with the 
Astoria Police Department data base. 

“T think it’s critical we get a link with the Astoria data- 
base,” he states. “We need to get into the 21st century 
with a link to the records base.” 

As for other goals and projects, Maxfield said it’s too 
early for him to determine the needs of the community. 


“J don’t want to rush in and make a bunch of changes,” 


he says. “I like to see decisions made ina logical and con- 
strictive manner.” 

One thing Maxfield does know for certain is that he 
likes the Warrenton community. 

“T’ve been more excited in the last few days than when 
I was selected for the job,” he says. “I think Warrenton is 
a wonderful community and I’m very happy to be here.” 

Joining Maxfield soon will be his wife of 30 years, 
Valerie, who is back in Aberdeen selling the family home 
and planning the move. 


News from the Warrenton Business Association 


_by Kathleen Covert 

Hear Ye, Hear Ye... Warrenton Li- 
censed Business Owners did you 
know you are automatic members of 
the WBA? Your license fee provides 
the budget that enables the WBA to 
plan for and implement community 
and economic development projects. 
The WBA serves as an advisory com- 
mittee to the city commission. WBA 
meetings are held the first Tuesday 
of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Sun- 
set Transportation District Offices in 
Warrenton across from Pacific Sea- 
food (follow the signs from Main 
Avenue on meeting nights.) 

How fortunate are we to be sur- 
rounded by nature’s beauty, an 
abundant sea, and that “great home- 


town feeling” with everyone we 
greet. 

We are just humming with excite- 
ment for our community. For 
example, the Warrenton Waterfront 
Trail has been used by some, perhaps 
not all, but nonetheless, we are cur- 
rently working to see that this 
wonderful project started years ago, 
be improved with an asphalt path of 
a minimum of 8'-10' wide, adding 
mileage markers, benches, tables, 
wildlife and vegetation identification 
metal signage in full color. This trail 
will be user-friendly and provide ac- 
cess for ALL. We hope to provide a 
very novel piece of artwork—per- 
haps a very large long timber carving 
“the largest sturgeon ever recorded 


on the river.” Many spec 
groups will come to expe 

The WBA is working toward im- 
proving our community pride, 
holding onto our small town comfort, 
and keeping our warm and friendly 
community intact. One of the sub- 
committees was designed to 
encourage sprucing up the town and 
reward the efforts of the citizens at 
large for all their efforts as well as 
businesses. 

Our mayor requested we get the 
new patriotic banners up as soon as 
the troops were called to war and 
held them through the Fourth of July. 
Holiday banners will be going up just 
after Halloween. Surely each of us 
will feel the joy of the holiday season. 
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Warrenton chief plans to boost training, 
professionalism 


Friday, August 29, 2003 
By ANDREW ADAMS 
The Daily Astorian, aadams@dailyastorian.com 


Leader sees merit in joining county drug task force 


WARRENTON — While he won’t join the force until late September, the city’s new police chief 
said his initial impressions are the department could boost its training and professionalism. 


“We need to kick up a notch with the professionalism and some training that’s lacking,” said Bob 
Maxfield, 50, the chief of the Aberdeen, Wash. police department. 


He added he won’t really get a feel for the department and its needs until he’s been on staff for 
about three months at the least. While chief in Aberdeen, he said training was a strong focus in an 
attempt to ensure officers did their job in the most efficient and effective way possible, and he 
wants to bring that philosophy to Warrenton’s department. 


Some department procedures and policies will likely be updated, he added. 


Maxfield said he’d also like to see the Warrenton Police Department become more integrated 
with the area’s other law enforcement agencies such as the Clatsop County Sheriff's Department 
and Astoria Police Department. 


One way to accomplish that would be by becoming a member in the Clatsop County Interagency 
Narcotics Task Force, he said. Because of budget constraints affecting Clatsop County’s police 
agencies, only the sheriff's office, Seaside Police Department and Oregon State Police are 
members of the force. 


By becoming a member, Maxfield said Warrenton can help battle one of the area’s top crime 
problems while also giving his officers invaluable experience, 
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“It’s good for any officer to work with a drug task force,” he said. 


In addition, he wants to foster greater public involvement and awareness of what the department 
does. In Aberdeen, Maxfield said he initiated a volunteer program and a citizen’s police academy 
in which residents could learn about most aspects of law enforcement. 


Those types of programs, he said, helped make the Aberdeen department much more 
approachable for the people it served. 


“We’re not this paramilitary organization that nobody knows about,” he said. 


Maxfield will take the reins at the department Sept. 22. He replaces Scott Church. who retired this 
spring. 


After growing up in Port Angeles, Wash., Maxfield said he and his wife moved to Medford for a 
job opportunity for her and a chance for him to finish work on his college degree. He graduated 
from Southern Oregon University and found his way back to Washington where he joined the 
Aberdeen Police Department in 1976. 


He then held every rank in the department before becoming chief. The parent of two grown 
children in their twenties, Maxfield said he had been considering plans for retirement but decided 
he wanted to remain in the profession in a place with a slower pace where he could get back out 
on the beat. 


“I’m looking forward to working the street, which is part of the job in Warrenton,” he said. “Once 
a traffic officer, always a traffic officer.” 


And with less than half of Aberdeen’s population, Warrenton should provide that slower pace. 
The city also provides a host of recreational opportunities. 


“We just really enjoy coming down that way and staying in our fifth wheel,” he said. 


He said he loves to golf, but fishing is a close second. He also enjoys dabbling in amateur radio. 
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Warrenton Police Chief Bob Maxfield 


Warrenton’s police chief has dealt with tough issues, 
controversy 


Thursday, September 04, 2003 
BY ANDREW ADAMS 


The Daily Astorian, aadams@dailyastorian.com 


WARRENTON — Bob Maxfield dealt with several contentious, and at times embarrassing, 
controversies during his tenure as chief of the Aberdeen, Wash., police department. 


In the last years Maxfield was in Washington, the new chief of the Warrenton police department 
had one of his captains file a lengthy list of complaints against him and the department. Another 
captain was arrested for domestic assault. And on top of that, several of his officers have been 
named in excessive force lawsuits. 


But Maxfield stayed put, and survived each of the department’s flare ups while he maintained the 
support of Aberdeen’s mayor and City Council. 


That ability to effectively deal with controversy, impressed Warrenton’s City Manager Scott 
Derickson. 


He said during his career in government it’s not a question of “will issues arise?” but when. And 
he said in the interview process he felt Maxfield successfully demonstrated that he had learned in 
dealing with a bitter 

fight with a former employee and an embarrassing incident with one on his force. 

“Part of being an experienced individual means having to deal with issues,” he said. 

And an exhaustive background check performed by the Clatsop County Sheriff's Department 


found nothing in Maxfield’s history that Derickson said would prevent Warrenton from hiring 
him. 
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Maxfield will start in Warrenton in late September. 


In October 2002 the Aberdeen-based newspaper, The Daily World, reported that the city of 
Aberdeen and John Delia reached a $550,000 settlement to end a lawsuit filed by Delia. 


The former police captain contended that Maxfield had forced him to leave the department by 
sticking him behind a desk in a position below his experience and harassing him; Maxfield said 
Delia was an “adequate” employee at best who didn’t deserve anything. 


Both men squared off in a long and contentious battle that went as far back as 1997 that saw 
Maxfield cleared of any wrong doing by a state patrol investigation of Delia’s claims. These 
included fraud, misconduct and misuse of city funds. Yet Delia sued the city and had been 
seeking for $1.6 million before he agreed to settle for $550,000, 


Throughout the fight, Maxfield had the support of the city’s mayor, Mike Wilson. 


Maxfield said Delia had always resented his being transferred from the department’s 
investigations department to special assignments. He said it was more work with greater 
challenges, but Delia didn’t see it that way. 


“He (Delia) wanted his pound of flesh and he wanted to get back at me because I was still in the 
position of chief,” he said. 


Some of the claims also made by Delia suggested that another captain, Mike Haymon, had a 
problem with alcohol and had actually come to work after drinking a few times. 


The allegations came after an incident in 1999 when Haymon had come to a police standoff with 
a suicidal man after he had been drinking. 


Maxfield says he suspended Haymon for that and had him evaluated by a psychologist to see if he 
was an alcoholic. That evaluation came back negative, but Maxfield said he gave Haymon a 
breathalyzer test every day in the morning then randomly during a six-month period and 
determined he was not coming to work in the morning after drinking. 


But according to police reports reviewed by the Aberdeen newspaper, Haymon had been drinking 
May 31 when officers knocked on the door of his home to discuss reports of a loud argument and 
glass breaking. They then reportedly found the man’s wife with a bruised eye and arrested 
Haymon for domestic violence and malicious mischief. 


The arrest rocked the department and as it came in the wake of the murder-suicide of Tacoma 
Police Chief David Brame and his wife, the small city of Aberdeen became crowded with Seattle 
television news vans. 


Maxfield said Haymon should go to trial next month in which the future of his career in law 
enforcement will be decided. 


“Law enforcement is a tough business and it really takes a toll on people,” Maxfield said, adding 
that police officers cannot let that stress take over themselves. 


He said that the past events he’s had to deal with as chief in Aberdeen, as well as two lawsuits 
against his officers accused of excessive force that he says are unfounded, have taught him to take 
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an “introspective” look at the issues that cross his desk and try and tackle them early. 


One of those cases is ongoing, and Maxfield said the other, in which two off-duty officers 
arrested a man who had reportedly taunted them, really just came down to one mistake. Maxfield 
said the two officers stopped the man by driving a pick-up truck up on to the street in front of 
him. The individual sued the city and won about, $25,000, Maxfield said — far less than what he 
had originally asked sought. 


“T stood by the officers there and I’m standing by the officers in another lawsuit because they did 
the right thing,” he said, 


But, he said, the problems he encountered in Aberdeen helped convince him that when he turned 
50 he should take advantage of his Washington public employee retirement benefits and retire 
from his post as chief and look for something else. 


“T felt it would be in my interest to move on,” he said. 


Now Maxfield said he’s looking forward to what he calls a terrific staff in Warrenton and 
bringing some of the hard lessons he learned in Aberdeen to work. 


“You kind of learn by doing, you don’t always know the exact thing to do,” he said. “I think I’ve 
gone through some really tough issues.” 
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Wife of Warrenton police officer arrested for domestic 
assault 


Friday, September 05, 2003 


WARRENTON — The wife of a Warrenton Police sergeant was arrested for fourth-degree 
domestic violence after she reportedly hit her husband with a golf club. 


Warrenton Police officers made the initial arrest of Mickie O. Ellerbroek, 47, after they were 
contacted by a 9-1-1 call made from Ellerbroek’s home in the 500 block of North Main Avenue in 
Warrenton. 


The Clatsop County Sheriff's Department then took over the case for Warrenton because one of 
its officers, Sgt. Bert Ellerbroek, was the victim. Sheriff's Det. Kirsten Hanthorn said the 
Ellerbroeks are going through a divorce and Bart Ellerbroek had gone to his wife’s home to 
collect some of his belongings. 


While he was there, the couple reportedly got into an argument and Mickie Ellerbroek struck her 
husband with a golf club. Hanthorn said Bart Ellerbroek received minor injuries but did not 
require medical treatment. 


Hanthorn said the couple’s daughter in-law made the 9-1-1 call. Both parties in the incident have 
been interviewed by Hanthorn and she said she will now submit a report to Clatsop County 
District Attorney Josh Marquis. 


Hanthorn said it will be Marquis’ decision to prosecute the case or have another district attorney’s 
office do so because of the nature of the case. 
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Federal funds could save Warrenton jobs, keep rates 
down 


Monday, September 08, 2003 
By The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — Securing federal funds totalling $750,000 for Warrenton’s sewer outfall 
project would be “a real coup,” the mayor said. 


It would save jobs and keep sewer bills down, Warrenton Mayor Jeff Hazen said. 


U.S. Sens. Ron Wyden and Gordon Smith have been able to earmark $750,000 in a federal 
funding appropriations bill for the project. 


If approved, the funding will help pay for the $1.7 million project that will tie in the waste water 
system of the Pacific Coast Seafood company processing plant with Warrenton’s sewer system. 


The city and seafood company both need to update their waste removal systems under orders by 
the state Department of Environmental Quality. 


“This grant is a real coup, it will save jobs at Pacific Coast Seafood and keep Warrenton’s sewer 
bills under control,” said Hazen, who praised both senators for their work in finding the funding. 


At the direction of the city’s board of commissioners, City Manager Scott Derickson submitted a 
federal funding request to U.S. Rep. David Wu, D-Ore., in March. Wu announced in early 
summer he was able to secure $200,000 for the project. 


Derickson said he’s optimistic additional grants and low interest financing on loans will become 
available for other portions of the city’s sewer system overhaul. 


Craig Umess, regulatory compliance officer for Pacific Seafood, said Wu “understands how much 
this wastewater problem has constrained our operations. Construction of this pipe is absolutely 
critical.” 


The pipe will move waste water from the fish processing operations and the city’s sewer system 
to a deeper part of the main channel of the Columbia River. Currently, waste from the processing 
plant is released into the Skipanon River. 


Other parts of the sewer system upgrade are continuing. Derickson said the sludge removal at the 


city’s current sewer lagoons is under way. That part of the project is being paid for by a $700,000 
loan from DEQ. 
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County decides on two finalists for post Warrenton 
City Manager 


Thursday, September 18, 2003 
By The Daily Astorian 


Scott Derickson and Central Oregon candidate are finalists 


Warrenton City Manager Scott Derickson is one of two finalists for the job of Clatsop County 
administrator. 


This week the county commissioners whittled their choices of candidates to Derickson and 
Jefferson County Administrator Mike Morgan. The commissioners hope to pick one of the two to 
teplace former County Administrator Jim Azumano, who retired in May. 


The commissioners plan to introduce both finalists to the community at a public reception Sept. 
29. They hope to make a final choice soon after. 


Derickson has served as Warrenton City Manager since May 2000. He earned a bachelor’s degree 
in public planning policy from the University of Oregon in 1993 and a master’s degree in public 
administration from the school two years later. 


He worked for the city of Veneta in a paid internship as an economic development planner until 
1996, when he joined the Umpqua Council of Governments in Douglas County as a senior 
management analyst. There he provided local government consulting service in administration, 
personnel management, finance, systems development charges, capital improvement projects, 
grant writing and planning, and secured $5 million in grants for local projects. 


At Warrenton, Derickson spearheaded the city’s community visioning project, which was 
nominated for a League of Oregon Cities 2002 Good Governance Award. In 1998 he was 
appointed by then-Gov. John Kitzhaber to the Oregon Community Services Commission as a 
local government representative. 


Morgan received a master’s degree in public administration from Portland State University. He 
worked as elections division administrator for the city of Los Angeles from 1972 to 1977, 
executive director of the Lassen County Council on Aging from 1978-80, and executive director 
of Wyoming Senior Citizens Inc. from 1982-84. From 1985 through 1996 he was circuit rider 
administrator and executive director for the Fremont County Association of Governments, serving 
six cities and a county in central Wyoming. 


Morgan has been administrator for Jefferson County in central Oregon since 1996, where his 
duties also include managing the county’s Community Development Department. He has served 
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two terms as president of the Oregon Association of County Administrators and was a finalist for 
the American Society of Public Administrators Northwest Chapter’s Public Service Leadership 
Award for 2003. 


In Jefferson County, Morgan oversaw the recent construction of the county’s new $10 million jail 
and law enforcement center. 


Both candidates will be brought to Astoria Sept. 29 for interviews with the county commissioners 
and with county department heads and union representatives. The public reception will be held 
from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. at a location to be announced, and will give citizens the opportunity to 
meet and talk with each finalist. 


The county secured the services of the Association of Oregon Counties to help in the search for 
Azumano’s replacement, which drew 59 applications from across the country. 


Assistant County Administrator Debra Kraske has served as interim county administrator since 
Azumano’s departure. 
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County position down to the wire 
Tuesday, September 30, 2003 
By The Daily Astorian 


Astoria, Oregon 


County Commissioners convene to select leader 


Both finalists for the job of Clatsop County Administrator mingled with citizens at a public 
reception Monday at the Duncan Law Seafood Consumer Center. 


The candidates — Jefferson County Administrator Mike Morgan and Warrenton City Manager 
Scott Derickson — came to Astoria for interviews with county commissioners, department heads 
and union representatives, followed by the public gathering. 


The county commissioners were scheduled to make their final 
choice at a special meeting at noon today. 


The two candidates were picked from 59 applicants for the 
position, which became vacant following the retirement of former 
administrator Jim Azumano last May. 


Morgan, who has held his current job since 1996, said Jefferson 
County has weathered the effects of tax-cutting ballot Measure 
47/50 and the economic downturn, and didn’t have to lay off any 
employees during the last budget cycle. 


The county recently built a new 156-bed jail, a project that was 
completed ahead of schedule and under-budget, Morgan said. 


‘Scott Derickson Derickson, Warrenton city manager since 2000, pointed to the 
new water treatment plant, sewer system improvements, DEQ 
compliance issues, land-use rules and other projects that the city has tackled in the last few years. 
Clatsop County is “going to a be happening place” with the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial, which 
should provide new economic opportunities, he said. 


“T see tremendous potential in Clatsop County, and I would like to 
be a part of that,” he said. 


The Clatsop Economic Development Council is providing good 
work, and is on the right track with a planned commercial and 
industrial lands inventory, Derickson said. The county could 
benefit from more coordination between the various entities that 
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are promoting economic development, he said. 


Derickson said he has a good working knowledge of county 
functions, as well as professional relationships with many county 
officials. 


Morgan said the interview process with the commissioners and 
staff showed a strong concern about finding a sustainable level of 
spending over the next several years. 


On economic development, Morgan said there are things local 
governments can do, such as investing in streets, utilities and even 
parks, the “aesthetic infrastructure” that catch the eye of many 
business owners, and by streamlining permitting processes. 


Mike Morgan 


Content © 2003 The Daily Asorian 
Software © 1998-2003 up! Software, All Rights Reserved 


http://www.dailyastorian.info/print.asp?ArticleID=10902&SectionID=2&SubSectionID=395 9/30/2003 


The Daily Astorian - Astoria, Oregon | County head to be named today Page 1 of 2 


Daily Astorian # 


Astoria, Dregon 


County head to be named today 
Wednesday, October 01, 2003 
By The Daily Astorian 


Clatsop County doesn’t have a new administrator — yet. 


The county commissioners on Tuesday postponed by one day their decision between the two 
finalists for the administrator’s position. 


Commissioner Lylla Gaebel said she first wanted to review the written comments of department 
heads and citizens before casting her vote. 


The comments were submitted Monday after both candidates — Jefferson County Administrator 
Mike Morgan and Warrenton City Manager Scott Derickson — were interviewed by the 
commissioners, department heads and union representatives, and met the public at a reception 
Monday evening. 


Gaebel said the commissioners had not had the opportunity to review those comments before 
Tuesday’s special meeting, which was held after a closed executive session Tuesday morning. 


“We said we would consider them,” Gaebel said after the meeting. “I think it’s important for the 
new administrator to feel they have the full support of the board.” 


The board scheduled a special executive session for 5 p.m. today, with a regular meeting to follow 
in which the commissioners plan to pick their top choice between Derickson and Morgan. 


The two are the top choices out of 59 who applied for the position, which became vacant 
following the retirement of former administrator Jim Azumano last May. 


Gaebel said she had also received a phone call about one of the candidates that she wanted to 
follow up. She did not identify which candidate the call was about or whom the call was from. 


Commissioner Bob Green said at Tuesday’s meeting that it appeared the board has settled on one 
candidate, and that he was ready to vote. 


“The feeling of the board, I felt, was clear where we were going to go,” he said. 


The other commissioners said they were ready to vote, but agreed to put off action for a day for 
the sake of a unanimous decision. 


“There is probably not going to be a more important decision we make,” Chairwoman Helen 
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Westbrook said. She added that it was unlikely she would change her mind about her choice. 


“We have two good candidates, but I feel one would be a much better choice for Clatsop County,” 
she said. 
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Scott Derickson 


BREAKING NEWS: Warrenton city manager to take 
Clatsop County post 
By PATRICK WEBB 


The Daily Astorian, pwebb@dailyastorian.com 
Warrenton City Manager Scott Derickson will be the new Clatsop County administrator. 
He will take over from Jim Azumano, who retired earlier this year. 


His unanimous selection by the county board of commissioners tonight (Wednesday) followed a 
review of comments from the public who met with Derickson and the other finalist, Jefferson 
County Administrator Mike Morgan, at a reception Monday. 


The selection was delayed briefly after Commissioner Lylla Gaebel said she wanted to review 
written comments of department heads and citizens. No details of these comments were divulged 
today. 


The finalists were interviewed by the commissioners, department heads and union representatives 
after a list of 59 applicants was narrowed to two. Commissioners met in executive session for 45 
minutes Wednesday night then emerged and were unanimous in authorizing Chairwoman Helen 
Westbrook to begin negotiating an employment contract with Derickson. 


After the unanimous vote, Commissioner Sam Patrick said the county would work closely with 
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Warrenton leaders to make sure the city was not inconvenienced. Mayor Jeff Hazen, attending the 
commissioners’ meeting in Astoria, said he had already talked with Derickson about ensuring a 
smooth transition if he was selected. 


The offer to Derickson is subject to successful negotiations of an employment contract, county 
leaders stressed. Azumano earned $82,884 plus a $350 per month vehicle allowance. Derickson’s 
contract details will be negotiated. 


Westbrook said there were two good finalists but Derickson was the better fit, having already 
established good working relationships with key players in the region. She commended 
Derickson’s financial know-how as well as his demonstrated problem-solving ability. 


“J see Scott as a public servant promoting high ethical standards in government and good service. 
I have every confidence that he is going to provide excellent service for Clatsop County, and I 
look forward to working with him,” Westbrook said. 


Assistant County Administrator Debra Kraske has been filling in as the interim administrator 
since Azumano’s retirement in May. 


Derickson has been Warrenton’s city manager since spring 2000. He oversees a $29 million 
budget and a staff of eight department heads and 40 employees. During Derickson’s four years in 
Warrenton, the city funded a new water system and has made progress in meeting state-required 
upgrades to the sewer system and complying with land-use and wetlands mandates. 


The manager, in conjunction with Hazen, guided Warrenton’s community visioning project that 
gathered citizen input about the city’s long-term future. The project was nominated for the League 
of Oregon Cities 2002 Good Governance Award. 


Before coming to Warrenton, Derickson was senior management analyst for the Umpqua 
Regional Council of Governments in Douglas County for four years. He provided consulting 
services to 12 cities, the county, special districts and nonprofits in administration, personnel 
management, finance, systems development charges, development of capital improvement 
projects, grant writing and land-use planning. He secured $5 million in grants for municipal 
projects. He also served a paid internship as an economic development planner for the city of 
Veneta. 


A fourth-generation native Oregonian, Derickson earned a master of science in public 
administration and a bachelor of science in planning, public policy and management from the 
University of Oregon. 


« Wednesday’s story about the delay in the administrator hiring decision had an incorrect date for 
a executive session on the issue this week. It took place Monday, not Tuesday. 
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Derickson is a good hire 


Monday, October 06, 2003 


Astoria, Oregon 


Warrenton city manager has faced tough challenges and done well 


Hiring is the most important thing that an elected commission or council does. Hiring is also one 
of the most difficult tasks. It is challenging to predict which job candidate has the best 
qualifications for success in a multi-tasked and highly public role. 


It is premature to guarantee that Scott Derickson, whom the Clatsop County Commission has just 
hired, will succeed as county manager. But Derickson’s record as city manager of Warrenton has 
given many of us a close view of his talents. Based on that, we believe the commission has made 
avery good choice. 


The task of being Warrenton’s city manager after the exceptionally long tenure of Gil Gramson 
was especially difficult. The end of the Gramson era marked a change in the political culture of 
Warrenton. Derickson inaugurated a citywide visioning process. He has dealt effectively with 
Warrenton’s daunting wetlands and water issues. 


Most of all, Derickson has exhibited a high degree of professionalism. He believes in the 
importance of education, training and hiring well. As a communicator, he’s been consistently 
visible and articulate. 


County government is a multi-faceted venture, a much bigger enterprise than Warrenton. But 
Derickson’s experience with Warrenton will serve him well in his new job. We wish him well. 
And we congratulate the county commission on what appears to be an excellent choice. 
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Commissioner volunteers truck for cleanup 
Friday, October 24, 2003 
By The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — Sick of the illegal dumping in the Burma Road area southwest of Warrenton, 
City Commissioner Paul Rodriquez said he has dump truck and is willing to organize a cleanup. 


Several piles of trash containing anything from childrens’ clothes to old appliances can be found 
in the area off Delaura Beach Road, which has been a problem area for some time, 


Rodriquez said an employee of his offered the truck, and he’s looking for some volunteers to help 
pick up the garbage. 


“We can get this done and help those people out there,” he said. 


The announcement came during the city commission meeting Wednesday night and another 
commissioner Gil Gramson said he had truck he’d also volunteer for any cleanup effort. Those 
interested in volunteering can call Rodriquez at 861-1882. 
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Trip to Korea could yield funds for Warrenton golf 
course 


Thursday, October 23, 2003 
By The Daily Astorian 
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WARRENTON — Peter Gearin, executive director of the Port of Astoria, and Warrenton Mayor 
Jeff Hazen will travel to Seoul, South Korea, next month to meet with potential investors for a 
golf course to be built on port property near the Skipanon River. 


The trip is part of a process begun last year. According to a statement on 
the trip released by the city of Warrenton, the Koreans visited Warrenton 
in fall 2002 and again in June this year. 

Gearin and Hazen will leave Nov. 5 and return Nov. 10. 


Hazen said he didn’t know exactly who the potential investors were, but 
they are a group of private individuals, not an investment company. 


Peter Gearin The Korean investors are reportedly paying all the expenses for the trip. 


Hazen said he was looking forward to the trip and considered it a welcome opportunity for 
Warrenton. 


“The prospect of a multi-million dollar investment in a golf course in Warrenton is very exciting, 
and I look forward to helping facilitate this through all the avenues available,” he said. 


Last year, the port received a draft permit for the state for the 
development of the 18-hole, links-style golf course designed by Peter 
Jacobson. 


More recently, the Columbia River Estuary Study Taskforce completed a 
study of the area around the planned golf course that provided 
recommendations on how to avoid prime wetland areas in the course of 
construction and design. The statement said the port “chose to act on the 
recommendation to ensure the most environmentally responsible 
development possible.” 


: The course would cover 162 acres. 
Jeff Hazen 


Securing the possible investment from the Koreans is then one of the last steps for the course to 
be made a reality. 
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Escalating political tensions between North and South Korea delayed the trip for some time. The 
two local leaders received their invitation about a month ago, but had to wait for approval by the 
South Korean consulate in Washington, D.C. 


“As you can imagine, getting approval to travel to South Korea right now is a complicated 
process,” Gearin said. 
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“These things are vicious,” says Asst. Chief Flint Carlson as he demonstrates power saw safety during a winter preparation drill at the 


Warrenton Fire Department Thursday evening. 


Warrenton needs a 50 percent voter turnout to pass 
police, fire levies 


Monday, November 03, 2003 
By ANDREW ADAMS 
The Daily Astorian, aadams@dailyastorian.com 


Ballots must be received by 8 p.m. Tuesday 


WARRENTON — For Fire Chief Ted Ames, the reason why Warrenton residents should 
continue to support fire and police services is clear. 


As of Thursday, the Warrenton fire department had only 15 calls to go to match the total number 
of calls for service in all of 2002, he said. 


And its been the same story almost every year: More people need police and fire services, and the 
city is hard pressed to meet those needs. 


'|Each department is funded by the city’s general fund and 
accounts for little more than 60 percent of that fund. The police 
budget of about $800,000 is the largest expenditure for the fund. 


To cover the cost of rising demands for service without 
exhausting the general fund, the city passed two tax levies in 1999 
to fund an officer position for the police department and a training 
} officer for the fire department. 

LORI ASSA — The Daily Astorian 
“IT want to cover as much area as I 
can,” says Warrenton Police 
Department Sr. Officer Alfonzo 
Fontana as he patrols during the 


DROP-OFF SITES 
Drop-off sites for ballots are at 
Warrenton City Hall, 225 S. Main 
Ave., and the Clatsop County 


Now those levies are up for 
swing shift Thursday. renewal. Ames and Police Chief I 
Bob Maxfield say they are hoping ||Courthouse. 749 Commercial St, 
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Deadline is 8 p.m. Tuesday. 
Postmarks do not count. 
According to the Clatsop County Elections Department, the police operations levy is $.3514 per 
$1,000 of assessed value for five years beginning in 2004. That works out to $35.14 per year for a 
$100,000 house. It is estimated to raise $96,811 in 2004. That sum is not the officer’s annual 


salary but the total cost of employing him or her — this includes benefits and other costs, such as 
training and uniforms. 


the city’s voters will help them do their jobs to protect 
Warrenton’s residents by passing the levies. 


The fire levy would be $31.85 for a $100,000 home and would raise $87,747 in 2004 for the 
position of a training officer. It also is for five years. 


Nicole Williams, the chief deputy clerk for Clatsop County, said as of Friday of the 2,306 
registered voters in Warrenton, 759 have returned ballots. That amounts to 32.9 percent. 


To validate and pass, the levies need 50 percent of total voters to vote in the election and more 
than 50 percent to approve them. Based on Friday’s total, 395 more voters need to turn in ballots 
by 8 p.m. Tuesday for the levies to be eligible to pass. Postmarks do not count. 


Ballots can be dropped off at the County Elections Office at 749 Commercial St., Astoria or at the 
Warrenton City Hall at 225 S. Main Ave. 


biel Maxfield and Ames say they can understand if people question 
= the levies while the cost of other city services such as sewer and 
@ water continue to increase. But, they say, if city residents want to 
— maintain the current level of service they enjoy, the levies are 


about the only option currently available. 


|““You get what you pay for,” Maxfield said. “I guess that’s one 
LORIASSA — The Daily ——— answer, but another is the public expects more.” 

John Sleutel, a volunteer fire e . 5 : 

fighter for 15 years, practices To deliver that expected service, Maxfield said the levies need to 
power saw training Thursday. pass. 


Ames said John Shepherd, the department’s training officer, is a “pretty integral part” of 
Warrenton’s volunteer fire department. 


Shepard and Ames are the department’s only full-time employees. Ames said Shepherd helps 
ensure that each of Warrenton’s more than 30 volunteers are adequately trained and that the 
department’s equipment and facilities are well-maintained, as well as turning out for most of the 
department’s calls. 


“T don’t think a lot of folks realize, but we’re pretty busy,” Ames said. During the summer, Fort 
Stevens State Park and other camp sites fill up and the city’s population doubles. 


The department isn’t just responsible for the 18 square miles of Warrenton city, but also services 
the Warrenton Rural Fire District. This encompasses the area south of the city’s limits and from 
Cullaby Lake to the coast. That adds another nine to 10 square miles and 1,500 people, Ames 
said. 


If voters reject the levy and the department loses the fire training position, Ames said he could 
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still provide adequate service but he would be stretched thin. That would place an even larger 
burden on his volunteers who already put in about eight to nine hours a week, possibly making 
them question their commitment to the department. 


“You get to a critical point when a volunteer, no matter how 
committed to the department, says: ‘Whoa, I can’t keep doing 
this,”” he said. 


According to U.S. Census figures, Warrenton’s population was 
2,681 in 1990 and doubled in about 10 years to 4,185 today. New 
housing already being built and plenty of land for future 
development means much more possible growth. 


For the police department, the levy means greater flexibility. The 
department has a budget for eight officers, including the chief. 
Maxfield said he currently has only six patrol officers; the seventh 
is open depending on the outcome of the election. 


|“I didn’t want to hire someone in January and then lay them off if 
LORI ASSA — The Daily Astorian the measure doesn’t pass,” he said. 
Training officer John Shepherd, 
whose position is on the line in That means only one officer is usually on patrol in Warrenton. 
Tuesday " ea ar That is adequate, but just barely, he said. And when an officer 
members 0! arrenton’s . pe . * 

Volunteer Fire Department about needs time off for training or gets sick, it places an added 
chimney fires Thursday evening. Tesponsibility on the rest of the force. 


Not only does Maxfield say he wants to meet the rising needs of Warrenton’s residents, but he’d 
like to have more than officer on patrol during peak times such as nights, and having another 
officer would make that possible. 
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Warrenton wins 


Monday, November 10, 2003 


Astoria, Oregon 


Approval of fire and police levies will maintain the city’s livability 


If Warrenton citizens thought their votes didn’t count, last Tuesday’s election changed their 
minds. The local option police levy passed by 31 votes, and it narrowly achieved a double 
majority by having a turnout of 50.8 percent of registered voters. 


In the same election, the local option fire levy was approved by a margin of 119 votes. 
Warrenton is growing, and with that growth comes greater demands on emergency services. 


Prior to the election, Warrenton Police Chief Bob Maxfield noted that, “You only get what you 
pay for.” That sounds obvious, but these days it must be reiterated, because some politicians 
peddle the notion that we can have something for nothing. 


Warrenton’s population has doubled over the 10 years that were marked by the 2000 Census. The 
town is Clatsop County’s major population growth center. 


The city is also awakening to a new sense of itself. Warrenton City Manager Scott Derickson, 
who is about to become Clatsop County’s manager, put together the city’s first visioning session. 
That process drew a healthy crowd. Citizens responded to the question of what their community 
should become. 


It is very good news that Warrenton’s voters rose to the challenge last Tuesday. The police and 
fire special option levies will keep that city livable. 
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Warrenton planning board mulls wetland, 
transportation plans 


Thursday, November 13, 2003 
By ANDREW ADAMS 
The Daily Astorian, aadams@dailyastorian.com 


Astoria, Oregon 


WARRENTON - City residents and the planning commission discussed two wide-ranging 
planning ordinances that could greatly affect how Warrenton grows in the next decade, during the 
commission’s meeting Wednesday night. 


On the agenda were Warrenton’s transportation plan and a wetlands ordinance designed to finally 
bring the city into compliance with the statewide planning goal 5 that protects wetlands. 


The commission passed the transportation plan on to the city’s Board of Commissioners for final 
review with its recommendation, but held off on ruling on the wetlands ordinance in order to let 
some final changes be incorporated into the plan. 


While the hearings for the transportation plan and wetlands ordinance received full audiences in 
the City Hall meeting room, it was the wetlands ordinance that produced the most discussion. 


Warrenton is more than half wetlands and for several years has struggled to create some type of 
comprehensive plan for them. Landowners, however, have resisted many of the changes 
concerning wetlands — especially when their land is deemed to incorporate significant wetlands — 
for fear of losing options when planning to develop their property. 


A wetland is determined by the state by the type of vegetation and soil in a given area. Significant 
ones are determined by what type of role they play in the surrounding environment in terms of 
habitat and local water systems. 


One attempt at a wetlands ordinance last year was soundly rejected by Warrenton citizens, and the 
city has been under an enforcement order by the state to get another ordinance in place by mid- 
January 2004. 


At Wednesday’s meeting, city planner Patrick Wingard said to the audience that wetlands will 
always come with some bureaucratic headaches. 


“You're always going to have to deal with the state and the feds,” he said, 


The ordinance the city is proposing would apply a “safe harbor” approach to the city’s wetlands 
that would enable people to skip the local level of a planning review when deciding to develop 
their wetlands property and just head straight to the Division of State Lands or U.S. Army Corps 


http://www.dailyastorian.info/print.asp?ArticleID=11906&SectionID=2&SubSectionID=...._ 11/13/2003 


The Daily Astorian - Astoria, Oregon | Warrenton planning board mulls wetland, transpor... Page 2 of 3 


of Engineers if the property contains nonsignificant wetlands. 


If the city does not pass the ordinance, the state could impose its own ordinance that requires a 
“hardship variance” for every development that affects wetlands, whether the wetlands are 
significant or not. 


Wingard said that system is not the most sensible and used the Port of Astoria’s airport requesting 
a hardship variance to build hangers on its property as an example. 


And he added part of the ordinance would allow landowners, at their own cost, to provide 
scientific studies to show their land does not have significant wetlands. 


He urged residents to move past the wetlands issue so Warrenton’s planning staff could work on 
projects more helpful to the economic development of the city. 


“We need to get to a starting point to get in compliance with statewide planning goal 5,” he said. 
“We have wonderful opportunities for people to develop in our community in accordance with the 
law.” 


Another element of the ordinance is that it would apply an environmental, social, economic and 
energy (ESEE) survey of the riparian areas or the land around lakes and rivers. After the city’s 
first attempt at an ordinance was rejected a year ago, the city told residents it would apply ESEE 
to both wetlands and riparian areas, Some of the final changes needed for the planning 
commission to approve the plan were included in this ESEE. 


Landowners seemed skeptical. 

Portland resident Ross McKechnie, a representative of the Romack Corp., which owns a large 
amount of land in the area, said much of what was described as wetlands is really just flooded 
fields from an inadequate storm water system. 

And local resident Mark Kujala said he still doesn’t understand how the city can use an inventory 
of local wetlands that residents rejected about a year ago, He felt it was unfair that the ordinance 
being proposed was based on that inventory. 


“Now we’re kind of approving it through the backdoor,” he said. “I don’t accept the wetland 
plans as presented here.” 


The planning commission will extended the public hearing on the matter until its next meeting at 
7 p.m. Dec. 10. Those with questions or comments can continue to contact the city’s planning 
department. 

Transportation plan 


The long-range vision of Warrenton’s transportation system is to effectively provide for local 
needs while incorporating into the transit goals of Astoria and Clatsop County. 


Wingard said a large part of that is dealing with the congestion related with the new Youngs Bay 
Bridge. 


“One of the most important aspects of our transportation plan is dealing with the bridge,” he said. 
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To overcome the congestion problems that come with a two lane bridge that’s the quickest route 
to and from Astoria, Wingard said the citizen’s advisory committee that worked on the plan, as 
well as a private consultant, are suggesting a possible Astoria Warrenton parkway. This would 
extend due east from U.S. Highway 101 at Dolphin Avenue to link up with Oregon Highway 105. 


Eventually, with improvements to the Lewis and Clark and old Youngs Bay Bridge the route 
could be an expressway that could possibly link to an Astoria highway bypass. 


Other elements of the plan include an east-west local route from Harbor Street through Seventh 
Street, which is now a private drive, and turning King Avenue into a multilane road that would 
connect with the proposed parkway by using an overpass over U.S. 101. However the funding for 
none of these projects has been earmarked and all are subject to change. 


After being passed by the planning commission, the transportation plan now goes to the Board of 
Commissioners for review at its Dec. 17 meeting. 


Like the wetland ordinance, questions and comments on the transportation plan can still be 
addressed to the city’s planning department. 
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The Eighth Grade was unable to participate this year. All 
/ of us at the Warrenton fire Department want to congratulate 


os both Michael and T: for a job well done. We Id al: 
Five Department like to thank all ofthe other stdents who worked so hard on 
, their essays. 
coloring and essay Again, a big thank you to all of the students and the won- 
contest winners named 


derful staff and teachers at the Warrenton Grade School from 
By Warrenton Fire Chief Ted Ames 


your friends at the Warrenton Fire Department. 
Many of you have probably noticed one of the Warrenton 
Fire Department's fire trucks at the Warrenton Grade School 
each morning for the past couple of weeks. The winners of 
the Fire Prevention Week Coloring Contest have been re- 
ceiving their ride to school. 

"The fire department sponsored a coloring contest again 
this year for Kindergarten through Fifth Grade students, with 
a winner from each class receiving a ride to school on a fire 
truck. Each student is picked up at home and taken to school. 

‘We had hundreds of students enter the contest, and the 
competition was extremely tough. Everyone did an absolutely 
wonderful job of coloring. After spending hours judging the 
entries, we finally came up with the winners from each class. 
They are as follows: 


Libby Biel, Mrs. Gramson’s a.m. Kindergarten 
Haley Lane, Mr. Nairn’s a.m. Kindergarten 


Serena Bennett, Mr. Nairn’s p.m. Kindergarten 
Allannah McMaster, Mrs. Hartley’s First Grade 


Kacie Cameron, Mrs. Mahoney’s First Grade 
Alecia Thwing, Mrs. Sullivan’s First Grade 


Kody Thomas, Mrs. Bridgeman’s Second Grade 
Shashauna Byers-Pace, Mrs. Legg’s Second Grade 
Austin Partridge, Mrs. Shortman’s Second Grade 
Courtney Hart, Ms. Krull’s Third Grade 

Emily Severson, Mrs. Burke’s Third Grade 

Josh Biel, Mrs. William’s Third Grade 


Isaac O’Casey, Mrs. Kennell’s Fourth Grade 
Krista Higgins, Mrs. Hammond’s Fourth Grade 


Mitchell Kemp, Mrs. Montgomery’s Fourth Grade 
Alex Carlson, Mrs. Sproul’s Fifth Grade 


Debra Woodring, Mrs. O’Connor’s Fifth Grade 


All of the members of the Warrenton Fire Department want 
to congratulate the winners of this year’s Fire Prevention 
Week Coloring Contest for a job well done. We also want to 
thank each and every student who took the time to enter the 
contest. We all appreciate how seriously our students take 
fire safety. 

Also this year, as in past years, the Warrenton Volunteer 
Firefighters Association sponsored a Fire Prevention Week 
Essay Contest for the Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth Grades. One 
winner from each grade will be receiving a $100 Savings 
Bond from the Volunteers. This year, the honors went to: 


Michael Sterling, Sixth Grade 
Trevor Puckett, Seventh grade 


Sludge from the Warrenton sewer la: 
to the Nygaard property on Airport Hil 


Warrenton police are 
closely monitoring an ille- 
gal dump site on King 
Street, north off of East Har- 
bor Drive. 

Sergeant Cliff Bussert 
said at least two people in 
the last month have received 
citations for offensive litter- 
ing which is a Class C 
misdemeanor and carries a 
possible fine of $5,350. 

Bussert said names of 
people have been retrieved 
from the garbage and more 
names are being discoy- 
ered. Those cited will also 
clean up the garbage they 
dumped. 

The dump site is on 
property owned by the Port 
of Astoria. 


; Photo by Gary Nevan 
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goons is being pumped into trucks and then transported 
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Main Avenue 
sidewalk to 
become reality 
in Warrenton 


City to protest beach 
restrictions for the 
snowy plover 


By SANDRA SWAIN 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — Longtime 
Warrenton High School secretary 
Barbara Balensifer always wanted a 
sidewalk along South Main Avenue 
from the school to downtown. 

Tt would be safer for the kids, she 
said, and for everybody else. 

When she became Warrenton’s 
mayor, Balensifer decided to do some- 
thing about it. The city commission, 
at her urging, contacted the Oregon 
Department of Transportation, and 
plans for the sidewalk got under way 
in 1999 with a $450,000 grant. 

Now, five years and two mayors 
later, after countless setbacks, Balen- 
sifer’s dream seems about to come 
true. 

Details emerged during Wednes- 
day’s wide-ranging meeting of War- 
renton City Commission in which 
members called on neighboring com- 
munities to battle state plans to restrict 
beach use to protect the endangered 
snowy plover, heard an update on the 
manager search and the latest on the 
city’s transportation plan. 

The sidewalk plan was a high- 
light Wednesday. W&H Pacific pro- 
ject engineer Mike Harris said con- 
struction of the project, which now 
includes a bike lane, could begin this 
summer. And with a few modifica- 
tions, he said it can be done within the 
$554,000 that’s been budgeted. Fund- 
ing comes mainly from federal trans- 
portation funds. 

The modified project includes 
putting a sidewalk on the east side of 
Main Avenue and running a bike 
lane next to it. “I’m pleased to see 
there’s an option where the sidewalk 


DA @-19-2004 


Marlin work 
to begin 


WARRENTON — A con- 
tractor for the Oregon Department 
of Transportation will begin work 
on the Marlin Avenue intersec- 
tion with U.S. Highway 101 and 
installing a traffic signal this week. 

Realigning the intersection will 
improve sightlines and smooth the 
flow of traffic through the area, 
according to ODOT officials. 

“We have been working with 
the community for several years to 
ments,” said Carole Richardson, 
ODOT area manager. “I’m very 
glad that all that hard work is pay- 
ing off.” 

The new signal will control 
through, cross and turning traffic 
on Marlin Avenue and 101. Tums 
will also be restricted at the inter- 
section of 101 and Alternate U.S. 
Highway 101, south of Marlin. 

Tri-State Construction of Port- 
land is the prime contractor for 
the $1.6 million project. Three 
houses and one business will be 
moved. 

For updated information about 
highway work, call (800) 977- 
6368. 


can go all the way to the high school 
to provide a safe walking path for 
our kids,” said commissioner Jeff 
Hazen, who served as mayor last 
term. He said he knows Balensifer 
also will be pleased. 

In unrelated action, Dick Hell- 
berg, presiding Wednesday in the 
absence of ailing Mayor Paul 
Rodriguez, asked the commission to 


‘See MEETING, Page 8 


from Page 1 


write a letter opposing beach restric- 
tions that might be imposed by the 
_ State to protect the endangered west- 
erm snowy plover. 
Commissioners Hazen and Russ 
_ Farmer agreed. “Every city on the 
coast should band together and draw 
the proverbial line in the sand,” 
Hazen said. “The beaches are too 
important.” 

With first reading of an ordi- 
nance to adopt the Warrenton Trans- 
portation System Plan, the com- 
mission is nearing an important 
milestone. The plan is required by 
the state, and is often a prerequisite 
for obtaining state and federal fund- 
ing for city projects. 

City Planning Director Patrick 
Wingard spent many months pro- 
ducing the lengthy document, which 
lays out the city’s short- and long- 
term transportation needs for the 
next 20 years, including the need 
for new east and west connectors 
and improved highway access. The 
TSP will be part of the city’s com- 
prehensive plan and will also change 


ng: Progress contiliee on wastewater 


portions of the development code 
once it’s adopted. Copies were on 
display at the meeting. 

Wingard said the plan is very 
comprehensive and in keeping with 
the commission’s wishes, adding 
that he has “gone through that plan 
with a fine-tooth comb.” 

Progress continues on Warren- 
ton’s wastewater treatment plant 
outfall design and construction con- 
tract structure. Bill Fox of Cos- 
mopolitan Engineering Group gave 
an update and presented several 
options for the outfall, which will 
handle waste water from Pacific 
Coast Seafoods that’s now going 
into the Skipanon River. 

Fox recommehded a directional 
bore hole option, which uses a 
pipeline 25 to 30 feet underground. 
Necessary permits for the project 
from the state Department of Envi- 
ronmental Quality, Division of State 
Lands and other government agen- 
cies still have not been received. 

U.S. Sen. Gordon Smith, who 
will be in Seaside for the Dorch- 
ester Conference, will be on hand 
March 5 for the wastewater treat- 


— 


plant 


ment plant. groundbreaking cere- 
mony. Further details and the time 
have not been announced. 

In other action, Jim Hough, inter- 
im city manager, told the commis- 
sion the monthly charge for Charter 
Communications customers in War- 
renton will go up $2, starting with 
the March billing cycle. The same 
announcement was made Tuesday at 
the Astoria City Council meeting. 
The federal government no longer 
allows cities to have a say in rate set- 
ting for cable companies. 

On Saturday, the commission 
will interview a fourth candidate for 
city manager, Edward C. Madere, 
village manager of Shorewood, Wis. 
Three others, Dennis Lancaster, 
Joseph Kirby and Peter Jankowski, 
were interviewed earlier and intro- 
duced to the public at a reception. 

Meeting night for the Warren- 
ton commission will move from 
Wednesday to Tuesday nights, start- 
ing with the second meeting in 
March, at Commissioner Hellberg’s 
request, to accommodate his reli- 
gious obligations in the weeks lead- 
ing up to Easter. 
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Astoria, Oregon 


LORI ASSA — The Daily Astonan 
Volunteer firefighters Kris Tucker, left, and Mike Stein help prepare a house for a drill. If this were a real fire occurring on any week day in 


Warrenton, the number of volunteer firefighers available to respond is uncertain. 


Volunteer firefighters working out of town spell 
daytime perils for Warrenton 


Wednesday, March 10, 2004 
By SANDRA SWAIN 
The Daily Astorian, sswain@dailyastorian.com 


Concerns raised over response numbers 


Warrenton — If you live in Warrenton and your house catches fire, you’d better hope it happens 
during the night. 


That’s when most of the Warrenton Fire Department’s 32 volunteers are available to put out the 
flames. Otherwise, they’re likely to be out of town, working at their day jobs, mainly in Astoria 
and Seaside. And with Oregon’s economy in a tailspin, employers are often reluctant to allow 
them to leave work when their pagers go off. 


~|Chief Ted Ames’ year-end summary report 

| has triggered concerns about low response 

numbers during the daytime, when about 

| two-thirds of calls come in. The average 
number of volunteers showing up at 

daytime calls is down to just two or three — 

jnot enough to fight most structure fires. 


As the response goes down, the number of 
calls continues to rise, up 20 percent since 
2001. In fact, last year was the busiest year 
for the department. Ames expects call 
volume to keep going up as the Lewis and 
Clark Bicentennial approaches and the coast 
becomes an increasingly popular destination 


Warrenton Fire Department's two paid employees Chief 
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Ted Ames, left, and Fire Capt. John Shepherd suit up to for tourists. 

respond to a smoldering couch Wednesday afternoon. 

Ames, 48, has led the Warrenton Fire Department for seven years. He and his training officer, 
Fire Capt. John Shepherd, are the department’s only paid employees. Ames says the situation is 
stressing volunteer members and catching new ones by surprise. 


“People run out of time, but the calls keep coming,” Ames says. 


To cope with the new reality, Ames and Shepherd have tailored 


training schedules to fit the busy lifestyles of today’s two-worker | become a Warrenton Fire 
families. For those who can’t make the weekly three-hour Department volunteer, 
Thursday evening training sessions, Shepherd schedules alternate _|lapplicants: 

sessions. 1) must live within Warrenton city 
limits or within the boundaries of 
ithe Warrenton Rural Fire District; 


And there’s more emphasis on teaching firefighting techniques 
that are effective with today’s smaller crews. Ten years ago, they {}2) must be i8 years old or over 
trained to have six people on an engine arriving at a structure fire. ||(younger teenagers may attend 
Now, sometimes on drill nights they do an engine exercise with __|}srills, but are not allowed to 
just three or four people and find ways to do the operation respond tes dirs calls); 
differently. 


3) must have a valid Oregon 
driver's license and a clean driving 
“We might throw some water on the outside of the building, try to |}record: 

knock the fire down, and then make an entry. Maybe by that time f oe 
we'd have another engine and some more people on scene,” Ames |}*) ™t #ke 2 physical agility test: 
says. 


5) during a six-month probationary 
period, must attend all weekly 

No matter how you slice it, it takes a lot of time and commitment _|[drills (7 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

to be a volunteer firefighter. Ames says he’s upfront with Thursdays). 

prospective volunteers so they won’t be “blind-sided” and he’s 

selective about recruitment. 


“T’m pretty proud of the fact that we can take a person off the street who wants to become a 
firefighter, and in six months to a year, with no previous experience, we can turn that person into 
a functioning firefighter,” Ames says. 


“But still, some volunteers go through probationary training, get a pager, then after a year, it’s, 
‘Holy cow, there’s so much involved.” 


There definitely is a lot involved — everything from structure fires to car crashes. Last year, the 
department was even called to assist a horse that was trapped in a ditch. 


The fire department is responsible for the 19 square miles within Warrenton city limits, and has a 
contract with the Warrenton Rural Fire District which adds another six or seven square miles. 
Total assessed value of property protected by the department is in excess of $325 million. A 13- 
mile stretch of U.S. Highway 101 runs through the department’s territory. 


In summer, the permanent population of close to 6,000 people is augmented by thousands of 
visitors to Fort Stevens State Park and the KOA campground. 


Add to all that the airport that’s within the city limits and Rilea Armed Forces Training Center — 
which is right in the middle of the rural fire protection district — “And all of a sudden you’ve got a 
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busy little volunteer fire department,” Ames says. 


The long-term solution to the daytime manpower crunch, as Ames sees it, is more family-wage 
jobs in Warrenton. He believes those jobs attract the kind of people who will find the time to be 
volunteer firefighters and who will be handy when an alarm sounds during the day. 


He knows that may take years to accomplish. 


In the meantime, Ames says he has a lot to be grateful for - a dedicated group of volunteers and 
tremendous support from the city commission and from the community, which passes local option 
tax levies for fire department operations and equipment by comfortable margins. The department 
has a brand new fire station at Warrenton’s new municipal building with three full size engines, a 
rescue pumper, a 3,000 gallon water tender, two medical response vehicles and a pickup truck. 


“Morale is high, we’re not whining and crying, we’re dealing with things as they’re thrown at us, 
but as fire chief it’s my job to look to the future.” 
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Warrenton’s planning director Patrick Wingard has spent two years on the Transportation System Plan. 
Warrenton’s transportation plan will drive city’s future 
for 20 years 


Monday, March 29, 2004 
By SANDRA SWAIN 
The Daily Astorian 


Wetland rules will always be a factor in development 


WARRENTON — Have you ever tried to walk across U.S. Highway 101 at Marlin Avenue to get 
to the North Coast Fred Meyer while you’re having your oil changed and realized it can’t be done 
except by an Olympic sprinter? 


Or turned south off Harbor Drive in Warrenton onto Southeast Anchor looking for an address, 
and watched the street end after two or three blocks - long before you found your friend’s house? 


Or maybe you are a property owner whose development plans have been thwarted by wetlands 
and lack of highway access. 


Those are the types of problems Warrenton’s new 20-year Transportation System Plan, adopted 
by the Warrenton City Commission earlier this month, is meant to help resolve and to prevent 
from happening. 


Patrick Wingard, Warrenton’s planning director, said the plan provides potential developers with 
information they need to make plans and obtain financing, clears the way for the city to obtain 
grants and loans for development, identifies transportation issues and provides a framework for 
resolving them. 


It also provides a foundation for Warrenton to go after transportation grants 


for vehicular, pedestrian, bike path and trail improvements for the city, and transit improvements 
at the city’s airport and marinas. 
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“Funding agencies don’t want to fund projects that somebody just dreamt up the night before,” 
Wingard explained. “They want to see who bought into it. Has this project been reviewed, does it 
have the backing of the city commission and has the public been involved in the decision making? 


“The transportation plan answers ‘yes’ to all of those questions.” 


Having a plan helps the Oregon Department of Transportation and the city work together to make 
improvements, said Carole Richardson, Northwest area manager for ODOT region 2, area 1. 


“When you apply for funding, the first thing they ask is, ‘Do you have a transportation plan?’” 
she said. “Money for improvements is so scarce, everyone wants to make sure when they spend 
money on something it’s a coordinated effort, not just piecemeal.” 


Two years of work 


Wingard, who earned a civil engineering degree from Michigan State University, spent two years 
assembling the 150-page document, which contains seven sections plus 25 drawings, maps and 
tables. 


It will guide Warrenton’s transportation decisions on big-picture issues, as well as design details, 
such as when to require sidewalks or pathways, how to connect existing sidewalk patterns in 
established neighborhoods, when and where streets and roads should be extended or improved 
and whether they should be connected to arterials. 


Many intersections in Warrenton have more traffic than they were designed to handle, Wingard 
said, and the plan allows the city to be more pro-active in partnering with the state to improve 
those intersections in anticipation of development such as residential subdividing, even before the 
first development review application comes in. 


“We can start getting the funding mechanisms in place, so the transportation system doesn’t have 
to fail before we make the fixes,” Wingard said. 


Adopting the plan also lifts a moratorium imposed by the state Department of Land Conservation 
and Development on zoning changes and conditional use permits within 1,500 feet of U.S. 
Highway 101, which serves as Warrenton’s major business corridor and links Warrenton to 
Seaside, Cannon Beach and Portland to the south, and Astoria and Pacific County, Wash., to the 
north. 


Efforts by the department of Land Conservation and Development and the Oregon Department of 
Transportation to limit access to Highway 101 have intensified in recent years. Wingard said the 
agencies don’t want the highway through Warrenton to become like Seaside and Lincoln City. “I 
think we've all experienced sitting in traffic there, with the multiple curb cuts and local street 
connections,” he said. 


Attracting business 


Dennis Houle, regional development officer for the Oregon Economic and Community 
Development Department, which works with communities to help develop the infrastructure they 
need to attract business and keep their local economy strong, said U.S. 101 is a critical highway 
for the whole state, not just for Warrenton. 
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“Each individual property owner wants complete access,” Houle said, “but there’s always a 
compromise.” 


Richardson said U.S. 101 is “our lifeline,” but it’s a regional facility so it must operate efficiently. 
She said access has to be carefully managed for all of the people it serves. “It’s a balancing act,” 
she said. 


“Tt (the plan) provides the property owners along Highway 101 with a certainty as to what would 
be expected as far as transportation improvements,” Wingard said, “and how those improvements 
would tie to the state highway system as well as to the local streets.” 


Wingard said the plan won’t “open the floodgates” for connections to 101. Instead, by identifying 
problem areas and areas for expansion, the plan indicates where and why a new road might be 
necessary, and he said that could give a developer the justification to apply to fill a wetland or 
bridge a slough. 


“The plan won’t make wetland environmental rules go away,” Wingard said, “but at least it 
provides (a developer) a foot in the door to get those applications rolling.” 


Fair enforcement 


Warrenton’s plan smoothes the path to development not so much by creating new rules as by 
setting up a structure to enforce existing rules in a fair and predictable way. Sending disputes to 
the state’s Land Use Board of Appeals isn’t the answer. 


Having a plan in place “will avoid having to go down a path nobody knows what the outcome 
will be at the end, until you get to the supreme court of land use, LUBA,” he said. 


According to Wingard, that’s what happened to Warrenton businessman Martin Nygaard, his son 
Dave and their business partners in 1999, when state agencies opposed their request for a zoning 
change from residential to commercial in order to develop 41 acres on the west side of U.S. 
Highway 101 at Dolphin Road. 


ODOT officials, concerned about a potential development’s impact on traffic, urged Warrenton to 
come up with a transportation system plan. 


But at that time, city officials said they couldn’t afford the time or the estimated $100,000 price 
tag of producing it. The Nygaards eventually prevailed on the zone change, but only after very 
lengthy and costly negotiations in Salem and multiple state appeals, Wingard said. They still 
haven’t gone forward with their development. 


“Developers look for certainty so they can project the costs associated with their project,” said 
Houle from the state economic department . “Having a plan creates certainty.” 


Warrenton Tr tation sy 


Approved March 3, 2004 

Amends Warrenton’s comprehensive plan and development 
ode 

150 pages, 25 drawings, maps and tables 

Took two years to create 
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Work funded by over $85,000 in grants 

Cost for a bound copy is $35, unbound $30, add $10 for 
olor 

Copies available for reference at Warrenton Planning 
epartment Office, 225 S. Main Ave. 
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By SANDRA SWAIN 
The Daily Astorian 

Warrenton City Recorder Linda 
Engbretson was appointed city man- 
ager pro tem at Wednesday’s City 
Commission meeting. Engbretson 
will fill in until Edward Madere 
arrives in a few days to take over the 
permanent position left vacant when 
Scott Derickson became Clatsop 
County Administrator. Jim Hough 
had been interim city manager in the 
meantime. 

At Wednesday’s meeting, the 
Commission learned from Alan 
Johansson, city engineer, that the 
Oregon Department of Transportation 
will cooperate with the city to replace 
a brittle, six-inch asbestos-cement 
water line at the Marlin Avenue inter- 
section where ODOT is installing a 
traffic light. ODOT will replace it 
with 2,000 linear feet of 18-inch duc- 
tile iron water line. Cost to the city for 
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Engbretson appointed Warrenton city 
manager until new employee arrives 


“up-sizing” it now is $123,000, com- 
pared to more than $500,000 later. 
Funding for the water line upgrade 
comes from the city’s capital 
improvement water fund. 

Johansson also informed the Com- 
mission that a project to.install a side- 
walk along South Main Street from 
Warrenton High School to down- 
town is back on track. The ODOT 
project, in the works for many years, 
had been delayed again, but is now 
going forward. He said ODOT is 
adding another $100,000 to the pro- 
ject, which is expected to be finished 
this summer. Total cost of the side- 
walk is approximately $500,000, with 
the city putting up 10 percent of the 
cost, Johansson said. 

The Commission approved a plan 
for an addition to the Warrenton 
Library, proposed by the Friends of 
the Warrenton Library. Patrick 
Wingard, city planning director, said 


said the addition, especially a bath- 
room, will likely have to be made 
accessible to handicapped people 
under the federal Americans with 
Disabilities Act. He said the addi- 
tion will cost less than $25,000, with 
money, labor and materials to be 
donated by FOWL. 

A statue called “Tribute to the 
Timber Industry” will be placed at 
Seventh Avenue and Fort Stevens 
Highway in Hammond at a site for- 
merly known as Gateway Park. The 
Commission approved $500 for a 
concrete pad and nameplate for the 
1,200-pound wooden statue, which 
was carved by an artist using a chain- 
saw. The Warrenton Business Asso- 
ciation is spearheading the project. 

The Commission tabled an agree- 
ment to extend the city’s water sup- 
ply agreement with Gearhart, pre- 
ferring to wait until the new city man- 
ager is on board. 
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Warrenton’s K-9 Justice dies of cancer 


Friday, April 23, 2004 


The Warrenton Police Department’s K-9 Justice died Thursday of cancer in Warrenton. Justice 
worked the streets of Warrenton and Clatsop County with his handler, Sgt. Cliff Busiest for 81/2 
years. 


Justice was purchased from Texas sin 1996 with funds donated to the police department by local 
businesses and private citizens. He was named through a “name the dog ” contest at Warrenton 
Grade School. 


Justice had 106 captures over his career, and assisted tracking bank robbers to finding lost 
children in Clatsop, Tillamook and Columbia counties and Pacific County, Wash. His first 
capture was a motor vehicle thief in Astoria and his last was a wanted subject in the Sunset Beach 
area, just a few weeks ago. 
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New Warrenton city manager 
has work cut out for him 


The Daily Astorian 


After just three days on the job, 
Edward Madere attended his first 
Warrenton City Commission 
meeting Wednesday as Warren- 
ton’s new city manager. 

Madere, who was village man- 
ager of Shorewood, Wis., a suburb 
of Milwaukee for 16 years, was 
chosen from four finalists for the 
position, which pays an annual 
salary of $70,000. After Mayor 
Paul Rodriguez introduced him to 
the commission, Madere said the 
community is friendly, city staff is 
great and he’s delighted to be in 
Warrenton. 

Madere’s arrival likely will 
bring stability to the city’s top 
administrative position, which was 
occupied by interim manager Jim 
Hough for several months after 
former city manager Scott Der- 
ickson became Clatsop County’s 


administrator. Linda Engbretson, 
Warrenton’s city recorder, filled in 
as interim city manager to help 
bridge a short gap between 
Hough’s departure and Madere’s 
arrival. 

Madere, 57, has his work cut 
out for him as Warrenton struggles 
with water, sewer, wetlands and 
land-use issues and a shortage of 
funds to address them. But he said 
he looks at those issues as oppor- 
tunities rather than problems and 
intends to put the city in a position 
to take advantage of those oppor- 
tunities. 

In addition to his $70,000 
salary, Madere’s benefits include 
a $200 a month car allowance and 
up to $8,000 in relocation expens- 
es. The city pays 100 percent of 
medical, dental and vision insur- 
ance premiums for Madere and 
one dependent; his 6 percent por- 
tion of PERS retirement, plus 8.04 


percent 
employer's 
contribution; 
and dues for 
professional 
and local orga- 
nizations. 

After nine 
months, 
Madere will 
get a5 percent 
raise after a 
successful 
evaluation. If 
he’s terminated 
within the first two years of 
employment, the city pays full 
salary and benefits for nine 
months. If he’s terminated after 
two years, he'll get six months of 
salary and benefits. 

Madere and his wife, Sue Ellen, 
a retired librarian, are renting a 
small apartment while they look 
for a house. 


Edward Madere, 
Warrenton city 
manager 


GQ 576-004 8 
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By SANDRA SWAIN 


The Daily Astorian, sswain@dailyastorian.com 
Leaders unaware of library controversy 


Edward Madere, village manager for Shorewood, Wis., for the last 16 years, is the unanimous 
choice for Warrenton’s next city manager, Mayor Paul Rodriguez announced Wednesday at the 
end of the Warrenton City Commission meeting. 


However, the mayor said today he knew nothing about a “firestorm over spending on the village’s 
new $6.1 million library” — as described in a Feb. 28 story in the Milwaukee Sentinel Journal. 


After he was informed by The Daily Astorian, Rodriguez and other city leaders are investigating 
Madere’s background further. Police Chief Robert Maxfield was making inquiries this morning 
and was to produce a report that will be reviewed by the commission and the city attorney, Hal 
Snow. 


Then they’ll place a phone call to Madere and hear his side, Rodriguez said. 


But Rodriguez’ initial opinion is that Madere did nothing wrong, and is merely caught in the 
middle of warring factions in Shorewood, which Rodriguez called “kind of an uppity 
community.” 


At issue in Shorewood is whether Madere and village staff acted legally when they transferred 
$535,000 from the village’s general fund reserve to the library fund without board authorization. 
In addition, the board loaned $100,000 to the library last year and later decided to make it a gift. 


The Wisconsin Attorney General’s Office launched a preliminary investigation, which Rodriguez 
said he learned today has been called off. And the village board has sent out requests for 
proposals for an independent auditor to get a full accounting of transactions. Sources say 
controversy continues over the library, which was to have been financed with $5 million approved 
by voters in a referendum last year, plus $700,00 to be raised in donations. 


The building has already been constructed, but cost overruns and a shortfall in the fund drive left 
it short of money. The issue came to a head at a village budget hearing in November, when 
trustees were working on the 2004 budget. Village President Mark Kohlenberg and another board 
member had planned to use the general fund reserve to avoid increasing taxes, only to learn that 
$535,000 had been transferred to the library fund. 
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The discovery led to the decision to call in an independent auditor. Sources say Madere disputes 
the need for board authorization, saying authorization in 2000 for the library project to proceed is 


all that was needed. 


Meetings on the issue continue to draw hundreds of Shorewood residents. One angry resident 
created a Web site, (www.shorewoodvillage.com), devoted to criticizing and lampooning the 


village government. 


Somehow, word of this brouhaha didn’t reach Warrenton, which 
contracted with the League of Oregon Cities to help in its search 
for a new city manager by reviewing applicants’ resumes, 
checking references, making recommendations and performing 
background checks. 


Ken Strobeck of the LOC said today he couldn’t discuss 
background information because it’s privileged communication. 
He said the LOC uses an outside law firm, Wallace Lien LLC, to 
do background checks. According to Strobeck, several calls were 
made to Shorewood, using references provided by the applicant 
and others in the community and on the Internet and found 
nothing. 


Rodriguez said Wednesday night Madere has already written a 
letter of acceptance, and is tentatively scheduled to start May 1 at 
a starting salary of $70,000, plus benefits including a $200 a 
month car allowance and up to $8,000 in relocation expenses from 
Wisconsin. He said Madere has 26 years of experience and is 
highly qualified. “He’s anxious to get here,” Rodriguez said. All 
that’s needed now, the mayor said, is for Madere to sign and 
return the employment agreement. 


Kohlenberg, the president of the Shorewood Village Board, told 
The Daily Astorian that Madere gave official notice of his 
resignation to the village board Monday, and the date that his 
contract with Shorewood will end is still being negotiated. 


He said no one from Oregon had contacted him to ask about 
Madere’s qualifications. Rodriguez said today Kohlenberg still 
had not been contacted, but he planned to call him. 


agreement 
ights 

Starting salary $70,000 with a 5 
percent increase after a nine-month 
evaluation 


City pays 100 percent of medical, 
dental and vision insurance 
premiums for Madere and one 
dependent 


City pays employee's 6 percent 
portion of PERS retirement, plus 
8.04 percent employer's 
contribution 


City pays dues for professional and 
local organizations 


City pays for travel and other 
lexpenses for approved professional 
conventions and seminars 


City pays $200 monthly car 
allowance 


City pays full salary and benefits 
for nine months if employee is 
terminated within first two years of| 
lemployment, six month if 
terminated after two years 


Relocation expenses are 


reimbursed up to $8,000 


Kohlenberg said Wednesday the board has put out a request for proposals for an independent 
audit to determine whether Madere and village staff followed correct procedure in transferring 
over $535,000 from the general fund reserve to the library fund without board authorization. A 
$100,000 loan the board made to the library will also be scrutinized. 


“Unfortunately, even though the building’s been up for a year, it’s still a very sensitive issue in 


the community,” Kohlenberg said. 


Madere has served as village manager of Shorewood for more than 16 years. The village, with a 
population of 14,000, is a suburb of Milwaukee and home to a campus of the University of 
Wisconsin. Its residents are generally well educated and relatively affluent. Madere’s salary in 
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Shorewood is $87,400, which is more than $17,000 than he’ll be paid in Warrenton. 


With Madere slated to take Warrenton’s helm on May 1, Jim Hough, Warrenton’s interim city 
manager, got what he jokingly called his “marching orders” from Mayor Rodriguez at the end of 
Wednesday’s commission meeting. 


Hough’s last day on the job will be April 7. He leaves for a trip to Europe the next day, returning 
April 18. He’ll be on call if needed until Madere takes over. Hough, who’s been interim manager 
since Scott Derickson left to become Clatsop County Administrator, did not apply for the 
permanent position. 
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Open Forum 


Friday, October 17, 2003 


Open Forum 


Horse trouble 


This weekend we had an opportunity to get 
acquainted with the Warrenton Police Department 
and the Warrenton Volunteer Fire Department. 


While leading my new horse across a footbridge into 
her new pasture, she slipped and fell backwards into 
a thick, muddy drainage ditch. After a 20-minute 
struggle to free her from the black mud, we called 9- 
1-1, With all of the commotion, I’m not even sure 
how many people responded. After spending well 
over an hour in the cold, wet mud, with a great deal 
of teamwork and strength, we managed to free her. 


Words cannot even begin to express how 
appreciative we are. Countless people volunteered 
their free time to help a stranger. We want all of you, 
your families included, to know just how much your 
time and efforts are truly appreciated. Not only do 
we thank you, but BayBee Breeze, whose life you 
saved, thanks you the most. 


Sandy Meshke 
Warrenton 


Shawn’A Early 
Astoria 


Teachers make 
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Light signals 
an end to 
‘suicide alley’ 


Marlin Avenue traffic light turns 
green with ribbon cutting 


By SANDRA SWAIN 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — The cheery red, yellow and 
green lights of the new traffic signal on U.S. High- 
way 101 at Marlin Avenue in Warrenton glowed 
through a torrential downpour Friday afternoon. 

Nevertheless, the mood was remarkably festive 
as a dozen or so guests, mainly city and county offi- 
cials and Oregon Department of Transportation 
staff, gathered to celebrate the completion of the 
$2.6 million project. Wearing bright orange and 
yellow vests thoughtfully provided by ODOT, 
they huddled under huge umbrellas, waiting for 
Warrenton Mayor Paul Rodriguez to cut the cer- 
emonial ribbon. 


See SIGNAL Page 12 


SANDRA SWAIN — The Daily Astorian 
Warrenton Mayor Paul Rodriguez re-enacts ribbon cutting for the new traffic signal on U.S. Highway 101 at 
Marlin Avenue in Warrenton. Left to right, state Rep. Deborah Boone, Rodriguez, ODOT Area Manager Car- 
ole Richardson and Warrenton City Commissioner Gil Gramson. 


Signal: ‘We now have a safe 
way to get across 101’ 


Continued from Page 1 


“I’m glad to have it done, It makes 
a nice new entrance to Warrenton 
and it’s going to be a lot safer,” said 
Carole Richardson, ODOT’s area 
manager. She smiled as she thanked 
the city of Warrenton for its help and 
cooperation during the long and 
sometimes contentious project. She 
also complimented ODOT staff for 
their hard work. 

Richardson said the question she’s 
asked 1..0st frequently is, “Why did 
you have to completely rebuild the 
intersection? Why couldn’t you just 
put in a light?” The reason, she 
explained, was to correct the “skew” 
of the intersection to provide a good 
line of sight for motorists. Its origi- 
nal alignment was an “X,” not a 
cross. 

Richardson said the city of War- 
renton was great to work with when 
a water main at the intersection 
-wouldn’t hold up under construction. 


“We put together a partnership in_ 


tecord time to replace the water main, 
so we could keep our contractor mov- 
ing,” Richardson said. And, she said, 
ODOT appreciated the patience of 
the property owners. “They’ve borne 
the project for the most part with 
good grace,” she said. 

“I’m happy because people from 
this town have wanted this light for- 
ever,” Rodriguez said before wield- 
ing the giant scissors to cut a ribbon. 
He said earlier he had always gone 
around the long way before the light 
was installed, because the intersection 
‘was so dangerous. “If this light saves 
one life, it’s worth all the money it 
cost,” he said. 

Vince Williams, whose auto deal- 
ership is on the southwest corner of 
the intersection, lost his driveway to 
the project. His customers now must 
drive through the parking lot of the 
Dairy Queen next door to get to his 
business. For both businesses, it’s an 
awkward arrangement at best. But 
Williams said he’s happy about the 
project. 

“The intersection is now safe and 


the light is operating, and everyone 
can get across Highway 101 without 
fear of being run over and killed. 
That’s what we’ve always wanted 
and the whole community is very 
happy about it,” Williams said. “We 
hope the intersection works out for 
the property owners whose access 
has been changed and that every- 
body will work with ODOT to make 
some adjustments if they need to be 
done.” 

Lylla Gaebel, now a member of 
the Clatsop County Commission, was 
serving on the Warrenton City Com- 
mission when the signal project 
began. 

“We now have a safe way to get 
across 101. We need to thank ODOT 
for doing a tremendous job of work- 
ing with the businesses and the citi- 
zens of Warrenton.” Gaebel also said 
the light will help pedestrians cross 
the busy highway safely. 

“When people were waiting to 
haye their cars worked on (at Put- 
man Pro-Lube or Les Schwab) they 
uséd to have to run across the high- 
way dodging cars, in order to go 
shopping. Now they have a cross- 
walk and a pedestrian crossing signal 
and they can walk across safely.” 

A passerby, George Bergeron, 
noticed the festivities and stopped to 
congratulate ODOT. “It’s a wonder- 
ful improvement. We’ve needed a 
light here... This used to be ‘suicide 
alley,’” he said. 

Lt. John Wood, commander of 
the Astoria office of the Oregon State 
Police, agreed the light was badly 
needed. “We had significant issues 
here before the project ... I hope for 
a much better future in this area,” he 
said. 

Warrenton Police Chief Bob Max- 
field said ODOT did a very good job 
on the layout of the intersection. “It'll 
be a tremendous improvement for 
traffic flow and it should help elim- 
inate the accidents that have been 
happening there ... The lights (at Nep- 
tune and Harbor drives) will be coor- 
dinated, working together, not against 
each other,” Maxfield said. 


“Tt'll help the whole commercial 
area.” 
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All change! 
Wednesday, November 03, 2004 
By SANDRA SWAIN 


The Daily Astorian, sswain@dailyastorian.com 

Warrenton voters opt for three new faces 

WARRENTON — Voters opted for change Tuesday. 

All three incumbents on the Warrenton City Commission lost their seats. 

Mark Kujala ousted former Mayor Jeff Hazen 1,144 to 886. Contractor Terry Ferguson won a three-way 
race, defeating incumbent Russ Farmer and a third candidate, Ken Yuill. Ferguson polled 811, Farmer 64 
and Yuill 404. And Mayor Paul Rodriguez was beaten by challenger Frank Orrell. Orrell polled 1,046 to 
Rodriguez’ 824. 


Kujala was bubbling with excitementat the victory Tuesday night, following a campaign of lawn signs, 
advertising and letters to the editor. 


“T’m just thrilled. It’s kind of exciting,” he said. “I had a lot of support. I campaigned hard. I did a lot of 
advertising.” 


So what issue turned the tide? 


“Sewer and water rate increases hit home,” Kujala said. “How you fund the improvemen 
you make — those are the issues the community still has to deal with.” 


Kujala had kind words for defeated Hazen. 

“He’s had five years of leadership for the city of Warrenton and everybody appreciates h 
Frank Orrell service. A lot of people looked to his leadership after Sept. 11. He’s a good man. We agr 
more than we disagree. I hope to continue with the good work.” 

Orrell was also pumped at his win. 
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“I’m honored that people in Warrenton would put their faith in me,” Orrell said. “My go: 
to carry out their wishes to the best of my ability.” 


“I feel I made a lot of good contacts, talked to lots of people and listened to their concerr 
kind of got down in the trenches with them. That helped me a lot.” 


Water-sewer issues are key for residents, Orrell said. “They want someone who would ta 


their concerns to heart and try to find a more workable solution to their monthly water ar 


Terry Ferguson sewer rates.” 
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Vote 
Mark 
Kujala 


Warrenton 
City Commission 
Position No. 1 


“Striving to make City Hall 
accessible, responsive, and 
working efficiently for 
ALL residents” 


“I was born and raised in Warrenton. 
I have a Bachelor of Science degree 
from OSU and am the General 
Manager of Oregon Ocean Seafoods, 
a local family business for over 25 


years. I care about this community 
and want to represent you on the City 
Commission. Feel free to let me know 
what issues concern you. Here are 
some I have identified as being 
important to residents.” 


Let’s Keep 
Warrenton 


Livable & Affordable 


Put Warrenton FIRST before State and Federal 
Bureaucracies. 


Stop future water and sewer rate increases. 
Look to reducing administrative costs and 
expanding our customer base to finance our 
recent capital improvements. 

Encourage and support existing businesses while 
pursuing new opportunities for family-wage 
jobs. 


Improve clarity and fairness to environmental 
protections and land-use laws. Provide 
speedy response to citizens’ requests of the 
planning and building departments. 


Take pride and rally to improve our schools, 
streets, sidewalks, marinas, and parks. 


==—=> MARK KUJALA 


Paid for by Kujala Campaign Committee, 311 SE Galena 
Warrenton, OR 97146 Phone: (503) 791-2513 
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Photo courtesy of Dominion 
Cove Point in Maryland is home to one of the four liquid natural gas receiving terminals in the continental United States. Calpine is proposing to build a 


natural gas facility in Warrenton that would have two tanks, each one 150 feet tall and 250 feet in diameter. 


Energy firm eyes Warrenton site 


Thursday, November 04, 2004 
By KATE RAMSAYER 
The Daily Astorian, kramsayer@dailyastorian.com 


Calpine Corp. looks into building natural gas receiving terminal at mouth of Skipanon River 


Warrenton — A California-based energy company is hoping to build a $500 million receiving terminal fi 
liquefied natural gas in Warrenton, a facility planners say could supply the Pacific Northwest with the in- 
demand fossil fuel. 


Port of Astoria commissioners will vote Friday on whether to lease part of the port’s property at the mou’ 
the Skipanon River to Calpine Corp., an energy company based in San Jose, Calif., that operates 91 powe 
plants across North America and in the United Kingdom. 


“Tt would be a facility that receives liquid natural gas off tanker ships, turns it back into natural gas and p 
it back in the pipeline system, for use in the Pacific Northwest primarily,” said Peter Hansen, Calpine’s v 
president for business development. 


The project would consist of two cylindrical tanks, approximately 150 feet tall and 250 feet in diameter, : 
pier supporting pipes that would connect with the tanker ships delivering the liquid natural gas (LNG), a 
gasification facility that would warm up the LNG and convert it to natural gas, and an improved pipeline 
system to transport the fuel to Longview, Wash., where it would become part of the general natural gas 
supply, Hansen said. 


LNG shipments would probably come from Pacific Rim countries like 
Indonesia or Australia, where methane gas is cooled to minus-260 degrees 
Fahrenheit to turn it into a liquid. In this liquid form, natural gas is 600 times 
more compact than in its gas form, and therefore more practical to ship. 


+ Friday, 5 p.m. - Port of Astori 
commissioners will hold a spec 
Imeeting to vote on whether to | 
the Skipanon property to Calpir 
[The meeting will be held at por 
offices, | Portway St., Astoria. 


The liquid is loaded into refrigerated tanker ships, which can carry enough 
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LNG to almost fill up one of the 42-million-gallon silos proposed for the 
Warrenton terminal. The tankers would dock at Warrenton about twice a 
week, Hansen said, piloted by the bar pilots and escorted by tugboats and the 
U.S. Coast Guard. 


+ Tuesday, 6 p.m. - The port wi 
host a public informational 
Imeeting at the Warrenton 
|Community Center, 170 S.W. 
Third St., where representatives 
from the port and from Calpine 
will discuss the LNG terminal 
|project. 


“We chose Astoria, or Warrenton, because there is an area that’s well suited 
for it,” he said. “It is not close to large population centers, and it is close to a 
shipping channel that has the necessary depth to accommodate these tankers. 
The further upriver you go, the more issues you have with channel deepening 


yess * + Nov. 16, 6 p.m. - The port wil 
and other navigational issues.” “s Ss 


host a second public informatio 
meeting with a Calpine 
representative, this time at the F 


Bring price down? 0 9 
offices in Astoria. 


Calpine is interested in making such a large investment because, as the operator of natural gas-fueled pov 
plants, it has a strong interest the price of the fuel. 


“Our primary interest in doing this is a desire to get a lower price for natural gas,” Hansen said. “We are 
nation’s largest consumer of natural gas, and consequently we are very sensitive to high gas prices. We 
believe that right now, the high gas prices are simply caused by an imbalance of supply and demand, and 
when you increase supply, prices will come down.” 


Calpine has been talking with the port about the possibility of locating an LNG terminal in Warrenton foi 
more than a month, according to port Executive Director Peter Gearin, who said that port staff have been 
looking into the company and the need for a LNG facility. 


“Tt takes a great deal of work to support and try to encourage this kind of development in the county,” sai 
Gearin. “We felt pretty comfortable that, one, its feasible, and two, there’s a good business purpose and 
demand for this facility.” 


“T think it’s going to be a good addition to our local area,” port 
Commissioner Jim Bergeron said. “This looks like it’s going to bring inj 
and a big chunk of the tax base, which we really need.” 


Hansen said that the proposed LNG terminal would employ between 50 < 
75 people in family-wage jobs, and that the construction of such a facility 
over two to three years would employ between 500 and 600 people. 
Construction costs would be approximately $500 million; once it is 
completed, the facility is expected to considerably boost the assessed vali 
of Clatsop County, which is currently at $3.7 billion. 


Bergeron said that while storing any kind of fuel does come with concerr 
“it seems to me like this liquid form is pretty safe.” 


As a liquid, natural gas is not flammable. As a gas, it is only flammable 

when it makes up between 5 and 15 percent of the air. To prevent this, th 

LNG industry has adopted strict regulations to ensure safety. 

Photo courtesy of Dominion 

The Berge Boston, a liquid natural “Yoy’re dealing with large quantities of energy and they need to be treate 

= sais sacks at the Cove Point With respect. The liquid natural gas industry has excellent safety records, 

. ge tanks can be és 5 3 * . 

seen in the background. Hansen said. The industry uses technologies designed to handle all this 

energy, he said, citing triple hulled tankers, exclusion zones around tanke 
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and walls encircling the LNG tanks as examples. 
Prior problem 
Still, LNG terminal proposals have met with opposition before, as Calpine well knows. 


About a year ago, the company had hoped to build a LNG terminal in California’s Humboldt Bay and wa 
trying to enter into an “exclusive right to negotiate” agreement with the city of Eureka. This would not 
guarantee that the city would sell the site to the company, but would allow Calpine to conduct studies to : 
if the site was suitable. 


At the Eureka City Council meeting to vote on the exclusive right to negotiate, 800 people showed up, m 
from out of town, said Eureka City Manager David Tyson. People expressed strong safety concerns, as w 
as concerns about environmental damage that could result from building along the bay and running a 
pipeline through nearby forests, Tyson said. He added that others felt too intimidated to talk because of tl 
large crowds and the contentious tone of the meeting. 


The City Council did not vote on the issue, and Calpine decided to abandon the project. 


“Tt was becoming apparent that while, from a technical perspective, the project could proceed, the volum: 
rhetoric around it would slow the process down so much that we were just better off pursuing other optio 
Calpine spokesman Kent Robertson said, “It’s unfortunate too; northern California needs added supply o 
natural gas.” 


Demand for gas 
Both price and demand for natural gas are high across the country. 


“We definitely believe demand will increase over the next two decades, in part for the growing need for 
natural gas for fuel for power production,” said Damien Gaul, an industry economist with the Energy 
Information Administration, part of the federal Department of Energy. Because natural gas produces less 
greenhouse gases and smog than oil and coal, there was an expansion of power plants fueled by natural g 
starting in the 1990s; 900 of the next 1000 power plants in the United States will run on natural gas, 
according to the energy agency. 


In Oregon, 19 percent of energy used is from natural gas, according to an Oregon Office of Energy repor 
The report stated that per capita use of natural gas increased by 63 percent between 1990 and 1999, but tt 
decreased between 1999 and 2001 because of the sluggish economy and raising natural gas prices. 


“Right now, prices are at a historic high, and there’s a general recognition that we need to tap new suppli 
whether they’re from Alaska or LNG or unconventional resources like coal bed methane,” Gaul said. 


This recognition is reflected in the spike of proposed or planned LNG terminals across the country. 
Currently, there four LNG terminals in the continental United States, one in Puerto Rico and a LNG expc 
terminal in Alaska that ships the fuel to Japan. But more than 40 LNG terminals, both on land and offsho 
are in various stages of the planning and permitting process. This includes plans for facilities in Coos Ba: 
and St. Helens. 


If multiple LNG terminals are built, it could flood the market and make the LNG importing business less 
profitable, but Hansen said that Calpine was not going to wait for other companies to act. 
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“We are not convinced that all these projects are going forward, and we do not believe that we can just si 
and wait and see what happens,” Hansen said. 


Debt load 


alpine has more than $18 billion in debt, but company spokesman Robertson said that even with a high di 
load, Calpine wanted to go forward with the project to meet the demand and lower its operating costs. 


If Calpine and the port sign a lease agreement, the next step for the company is to draw up conceptual 
designs then apply for permits from the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission and other federal, state < 
local agencies. 


The permit process is expected to take two to three years, during which time there will be many public 
meetings. The port is hosting two public informational meetings where a representative from Calpine wil 
discuss the project; the first will be 6 p.m. Tuesday at the Warrenton Community Center, 170 S.W. Third 
and the second will be 6 p.m. Nov. 16 at the port’s office in Astoria, 1 Portway St. 
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Warrenton leaders roasted by residents’ burning question 
Thursday, November 18, 2004 

By SANDRA SWAIN 

The Daily Astorian, sswain@dailyastorian.com 


Hammond couple seeks to stop neighbors from burning debris in their yards 


HAMMOND — For years, Hammond residents Dave and Linda Doten have been trying without success 
get their neighbors on Pacific Drive and nearby Seventh Street to stop burning debris in their yards. 


“Jt’s an archaic practice that affects the entire city,” said Linda Doten. She and her husband want open 
burning banned from residential areas. 


The Dotens have appealed to the fire chief, the police department and past and current city managers, all 
no avail. On Wednesday night, they took their case, bolstered by more than 150 pages of background 
material, to the Warrenton City Commission. “It’s a filthy, uneducated habit,” Linda Doten told the 
commission. 


The half-inch thick packet of information they assembled contains copies of the city’s burn ordinance, sti 
Department of Environmental Quality regulations, letters to the city and other documents. It also contain: 
photographs of smoldering burn barrels and smoky fires allegedly emanating from the yards of neighbors 
along with ashes and soot landing on the Dotens’ vehicle while its parked in their driveway. 


The Dotens contend such open burning is illegal under Warrenton’s burn ordinance, but they say city stai 
are confused about the ordinance and refuse to enforce it despite numerous complaints going back to 200 
And they claim smoke from open burns threatens the health of Linda Doten, who suffers from asthma, ar 
diminishes her ability to use and enjoy her own property. 


She said smoke from a neighbor’s outdoor burn nearly cost her life in October 2003. She said she had tur 
blue when her husband stopped at the Warrenton Fire Station on the way to the hospital. “Mr. Ames save 
my life on the doorstep of the fire station,” Doten said, pointing to Fire Chief Ted Ames. 


Ames said the city’s burn permit lists what can be burned, but the ordinance is ambiguous. He said he 
doesn’t have time to inspect each burn, but if he gets a call, “99 percent of the time it’s an educational 
thing.” 


He said most people cooperate. 


Under DEQ open burning restrictions for Clatsop County and Warrenton that went into effect May 1, 20( 
it’s necessary to receive permission from the fire department before burning household waste or yard det 
According to the new rules, among other requirements the fire “cannot create a nuisance or a hazard to 
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public safety” and “a responsible person must constantly attend any open burning.” 


However, in a July 29, 2002, letter in response to Linda Doten’s concerns about open burning of yard det 
then-city manager Scott Derickson wrote that Fire Chief Ames determined the burns complied with all 
applicable regulations. Derickson considered the Dotens’ difficulties a “dispute between neighbors,” and 
urged them to take advantage of a free dispute resolution program at Clatsop Community College. 


Since then, the Dotens have filed a tort claim against the city. On Wednesday night, Linda Doten threater 
to file another lawsuit against the city on the basis that her asthma is considered a disability under the fed 
Americans with Disabilities Act. 


As tempers flared, Commissioner Dick Hellberg, filling in for Mayor Paul Rodriguez, asked the Dotens t 
civil and promised the commission would investigate the issues they raised. He said he suspects the vast 
majority of Warrenton residents approve of outdoor burning. 


“The city must come up with an ordinance that can be applied fairly and evenly,” Hellberg said. 


“At a minimum, we need to revisit the ordinance,” said Commissioner Jeff Hazen. Commissioner Gil 

Gramson agreed. “We have an ordinance in place that may need refining,” he said. “An ordinance is a cit 
law and we do expect it to be enforced. I know there are problems and we’re going to address them ... I’n 
not inclined to think we should ban burning absolutely, but there must be some solution,” Gramson said. 


City Attorney Hal Snow said many communities have banned outdoor burning altogether because enforce 
ambiguous burn regulations takes up so much staff time. 


In other business, Patrick Wingard, Warrenton’s planning director, briefed the commission on the 
ramifications of ballot Measure 37, approved by voters on Nov. 2, which allows property owners to seek 
compensation from government entities if land -se restrictions imposed on their property after they purch 
it reduce its value. Governments have the option of waiving the restrictions instead. He included informa 
prepared for the League of Oregon Cities by a law firm, summarizing and clarifying the measure’s langu: 
and providing a sample claims processing ordinance. 


“In general, Warrenton is in very good shape to implement this measure,” Wingard said. “I think our 
approach will be to come up with an ordinance.” The other option would be not to have an ordinance, wh 
would send claims directly to Circuit Court, he said, bypassing the city. However, Gramson said the city 
needs an ordinance, one that would include a “reasonable” filing fee. Wingard suggest a $100 fee, unless 
actual costs to the city for processing exceed that amount. He said he would bring back a “very simple 
procedure” for consideration at the next commission meeting, which is Dec. 1, the day before Measure 3’ 
takes effect. 


Wednesday’s meeting started with a bang, when Burton Young, owner of Nu-Way Carpet Cleaning in th 
Premarq Center, told the Commission he heard Walgreen’s is planning to buy property including his stor 
and six others. Lynn Morrisson, owner of Print Quick, said he had heard the same rumor. Young asked w 
the city was planning to do about it. “This is actually news to me,” said Wingard, the planning director. 
Neither he nor any members of the commission said they had heard from Walgreen’s. 


The Daily Astorian was unable to reach a Walgreen’s spokesman in Deerfield, Ill., for confirmation toda: 
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Liquified Natural Gas in Warrenton? 


NO WAY! 


Too dangerous for California -- So now they’re trying Oregon! 


“We chose Astoria, or Warrenton, because there is an area that’s well 
suited for it. It is not close to large population centers.”- Peter Hansen, 
Calpine Vice President for business development 


LNG is a dangerous unwelcome neighbor. Large energy 
companies like Calpine have tried without success to put these on the 
West Coast of the United States. 

They’re unwilling to spend the money to build an offshore facility, so 
they’ve been going from Vallejo to Eureka and now to Warrenton, hoping to 
find a community economically depressed and uninformed enough to allow 
this incredibly dangerous industry into their backyard. 


There is a danger of fire and explosion. 

LNG facilities hundreds of millions of gallons of fuel -- fuel which turns 
to a heavier-than-air vapor when released. Calpine has failed to address 
the danger of LNG itself. If LNG were to escape, it would undergo "Rapid 
Phase Transition" and expand, creating a highly flammable vapor cloud 
with the potential of igniting and creating an unquenchable fire. A West 
Coast Gas spokesman even admitted that "Spilled LNG could ignite and 
you'd have a large fire that would take three or four days to burn out.” 
That is why Mr. Hansen wants to avoid a large population center. 
Warrenton doesn’t have enough people to worry him. Perhaps this is why 
the United States Code minimum safety standards for LNG plants 
emphasize the "need to encourage remote siting." 


The facility would not be safe. 

Research shows that no LNG plant can be truly safe and secure. As Boston 
Fire Chief Paul Christian stated regarding the LNG plant in the Boston 
Area, "The transit of LNG through any urban area is extremely hazardous”. 
We remain opposed to such transit, particularly in light of the terrorist 
potential. " The plant itself is another problem entirely. After September 
11th, why would we build a target for terrorists in our own community? 


Buffer zones around LNG ships will affect maritime traffic. 
Liquefied Natural Gas is shipped on 900 foot long tanker ships from South 
East Asia. The U.S. Coast Guard enforces a 3000-foot safety zone on 
either side of LNG tankers moving through Boston Harbor to an LNG facility 
in Everett, Massachusetts. Bridges are closed and maritime traffic stops. 
Why would Warrenton be any different? 


Calpine is a large energy company, and couldn’t care less about 
Astoria and Warrenton. Calpine Corp. is suing five counties in California, 
and the state Board of Equalization, seeking multimillion-dollar 
reductions in the valuations of its energy plants. There is no reason to 
think they won’t do the same here. Multinational corporations are 
responsible to their shareholders, not the communities in which they do 
business. Any P.R. representative who claims otherwise is lying. 


Get Informed! 

http://Ingwatch.com/index.html 
http://vallejocpr.org/Ingarchive/links/index.html 
http://www.times- : 
standard.com/Stories/0,1413,127~30557~1877140,00.html 
http://www.appeal- 
democrat.com/articles/2004/10/31/news/local_news/news2.txt 


COME TO PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETINGS: 


Tuesday, Nov. 9, 6:00 p.m. 
Warrenton Community Center 
170 SW Third St., Warrenton 


Tuesday, Nov. 16, at 6:00 p.m. 
Port of Astoria Offices 
Astoria 


Be prepared to be presented with a slick high pressure sales pitch, 
designed to present the proposal in the best possible light and to prey 
upon the economic hunger of the community. 


Be prepared to use your critical thinking skills and to ask serious 
questions. Don’t let them intimidate you! 


LIQUIFIED NATURAL GAS FACILITY IN WARRENTON 


Ok folks, time to haul ourselves out to a couple of public meetings. Calpine 
Corporation is considering siting a liquified natural gas (LNG) facility in 

Warrenton, on Port of Astoria property. While we're told that this operation could 
bring 50-75 jobs (and more during construction), it's important to fully understand the 
risk and consequences. 


Public meetings will be held: 


Tuesday, November 9, at 6 p.m. at the Warrenton Community Center, 170 S.W. Third 
St. ,and 


Tuesday, Nov. 16, at 6 p.m. at the Port of Astoria offices. 


One website where you can get some basic information about LNG is 

http://www. pacificenvironment.org/Ing/intro.htm 

You can learn about the overseas mining, supercooling, and transport of this product 
and some of the associated environmental destruction and impacts to local 
populations. | expect that you might also be interested in the risks associated 

with gasification facilities like that proposed for Warrenton. From this site: 

"Once in U.S. waters, each tanker will travel ina huge "safety zone" in which no other 
maritime 

traffic would be permitted. Currently, U.S. Coast Guard safety zones for LNG tankers 
are as large as two miles ahead, one mile behind, and 1,000 yards on either side of 
the tanker. U.S. Coast Guard ships will escort the LNG tankers to the coast, enforcing 
the safety zone with machine guns and possibly helicopters. 


"Why all this security? Because LNG is a highly flammable substance which can 
cause massive destruction if ignited. LNG tankers are considered moving terrorist 
targets by the federal government and emergency personnel. When Former Deputy 
Defense Secretary John J. Hamre, head of the Center for Strategic and International 
Studies, testified before Congress in June 2002 on the topic of Homeland Security, 
he raised concerns about attacks on so-called "soft" energy targets, including LNG 

terminals, and noted that the scale of such aggression could rival the September 11th 
terrorist attacks... 


"...In January, 2004, people in Algeria found about the danger of LNG the hard way. A 
leak in a gasification facility ignited, resulting in a huge explosion and fireball. 
Tragically, the accident killed at least 23 people, and injured more than 70. Windows 
on buildings more than 7 miles away were shattered in the blast." (The Algerian 
facility had been rebuilt by Halliburton's Kellogg, Brown & Root in 1998/99) 


Other useful websites include: 
http:/Angwatch.com/ 
http://vallejocpr.orgAngarchive/ 


At this point it is important to start educating ourselves with the facts about LNG. We 
need to make a community decision whether or not we want the Columbia River 
estuary to be associated with this industry. We also need to be able to evaluate 
whether we get truthful answers to the questions we pose to Calpine Corporation and 
others who are enthusiastic about bringing in this operation. 


Questions: 
0 "If LNG import is so safe, then why did the government shut down Boston 
LNG Import facility during the Democratic convention?" ‘ 


© “When tankers are in port, they burn 20-100 tons of fuel per day. How would 
this affect local air quality?" 


o “How might commercial and sport fishing be affected by the security involved 
in bringing in these tankers?" 


© "If there were a leak at the Warrenton facility, how quickly could the gas ignite 
and the inferno disperse over Youngs Bay and the Columbia River? 


o How far could a gas vapor cloud travel?" 
© "How has the siting of similar facilities affected property values in their 
vicinity?" 
Please come to the meetings!!! 


_ Safety, security top list during discussion 
of LNG terminal in Warrenton 


LORI ASSA — The Daily Astorian 
Calpine Corp. representative Peter Hansen, far right, opens the floor for a question-and-answer period at a public meeting at the Warrenton Community 
Center about the corporation’s proposed LNG receiving terminal at the tip of the Skipanon Peninsula, - 
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Calpine Corp. representative Peter Hansen, far right, opens the floor for a question-and-answer period at a public meeting at the Warrenton Commu: 
Center about the corporation’s proposed LNG receiving terminal at the tip of the Skipanon Peninsula. 


Safety, security top list during discussion of LNG terminal i 
Warrenton 


Wednesday, November 10, 2004 
By KATE RAMSAYER 


The Daily Astorian, kramsayer@dailyastorian.com 
Calpine Corp. representative discusses plans at public meeting 


Warrenton — More than 80 people filled the Warrenton Community Center Tuesday night to learn more 
about Calpine Corp.’s proposed liquid natural gas (LNG) receiving terminal, voice their concerns about t 
Warrenton facility and question a Calpine representative. 


The discussion was often heated, with occasional raised voices, loaded questions and grumbling from the 
audience in response to Calpine’s answers. 


One of main concerns expressed by citizens narrowed in on the safety and security of the facility, which 
would receive shipments of liquid natural gas twice a week, store it in two tanks 150 feet tall and 250 fee 
diameter, heat it into a gas, and put the gas in a pipeline for distribution around the Pacific Northwest. 


Sonya Radford, of Astoria, asked about potential spills, either when the liquefied gas is transferred from 1 
tanker ship to the pipes or along the pipe system. 


The industry “has learned from the very beginning to treat (natural gas) with respect,” said Peter Hansen, 
Calpine’s vice president of development. The tanker ships unload the material from the top of the tank to 
prevent spills at that point, and the transfer pipes are double-layered to prevent LNG from leaking to the 
outside. If the super-cooled liquid does leak, Hansen said, the heat of the air around it would convert it in 
gas that is lighter than air, which would disperse into the atmosphere. 


Fears 


Carolyn Dunn, of Astoria, asked about the natural gas itself. Although the liquid form of natural gas is nc 
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flammable, the gaseous form is, so she asked about the potential effects a gas escape. 


“One of the things we have to prove 
(during the permitting process) is that’ 
won't get a cloud that travels far enoug 
to be harmful,” Hansen said. Natural g 
also needs a strong ignition source. 


He added that he could not guarantee t 
there is no risk for a fire, although the 
chance is minimal and contingencies 
would be modeled during the permittir 
process. Calpine will have its own 
employees working there and would n 
j place them in danger, he said. 


£ 
LORI ASSA — The Daily Astorian 
Deer Island resident Tammy Maygra, representing Save Our Columbia 
River, expresses her concerns about the safety of an LNG terminal. 


There have been fires and explosions 
linked to LNG in the past, and Tom 
Duncan, of Astoria, asked how LNG 
facilities now compare with the facilities of the 1940s and 1970s. 


In 1944, an LNG storage tank in Cleveland leaked, spilling the gas into the sewer system. The gas caught 
fire, killing many people and stopping LNG development in the United States. The spill was the result of 
tanks made from the wrong kind of steel, which was brittle when cold, Hansen said. After the space indu: 
developed a nickel/steel combination for use with rocket fuel tanks, the LNG industry had a material it cc 
work with. 


The accident in 1973 involved a supposedly empty storage tank that workers were cleaning - evidently th 
was a pocket of gas remaining, it ignited and the roof collapsed, killing workers inside, Hansen said. 


The recent accident in an Algeria LNG freezing plant was the result of a result of a gas leak, wherein the 
cloud was sucked into a steam boiler at a nearby chemical complex, Hansen said; the Warrenton facility 
would not have a chemical complex. 


Deer Island resident Tammy Maygra, representing Save Our Columbia River, asked about pool fires and 
whether, if a tank was compromised, it could destroy land within six square miles as she had read. 


Repeating his response to many safety and security questions of the evening, Hansen said that if that suct 
destruction was possible, the government would not issue the permits. 


“We have to assume that the processes put in place by our elected officials, by our regulators, works,” sa: 
Hansen. “If we don’t trust our elected officials, if we don’t trust our regulators, maybe we should get rid 
them, but we have to go by what the laws and the rules are, and we will.” 

To that, Sue Skinner of Astoria asked why residents should trust our elected officials. 

“Why should we assume that our public officials are doing what’s in our best interests, when they don’t « 
tell us what’s going on to begin with?” she said. 
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Security spotlighted 


Questions of security were raised; of particular interest was the effect that the deliveries of LNG on tanke 
ships would have on other boats on the river. 


Astoria resident Peter Huhtala asked if there would be exclusion zones around the tanker ships, as there a 
when tanker ships come into the Boston Harbor. Maygra said that incoming tankers would shut down the 
river, hurting the Buoy 10, sport and commercial fisheries. 


“We are well aware that people are concerned about navigation, and we will minimize that as much as 
possible,” Hansen said. Calpine would not be allowed to shut down the river, and if the only way the pro} 
was feasible was with a closed river, the U.S. Coast Guard would not allow it, he said. 


Dunn asked about the possibility of an LNG facility being a terrorist target; Hansen replied that he didn’t 
think the terrorists were short of targets, however the industry does recognize that possibility and takes 
appropriate safety and security precautions. 


‘Gross betrayal’ 


Some residents said that they were upset with the way that the Port of Astoria and Calpine agreed to a lez 
of the land at the tip of the Skipanon Peninsula without holding public hearings. 


“T’d like to know the thinking of the (p 
commissioners signing a lease of this 
monumental proportion prior to having 
community input, prior to having a 
hearing,” said Cullaby Lake resident B 
Lobe to applause. “It seems to be a gro 
betrayal of your trust to the community; 


Port Commission President Larry Pfun 
replied that the port held meetings witl 
elected officials from Warrenton, Asto 
and Clatsop County, and that signing a 
lease was not a guarantee of the projec 
moving forward. The only way for 
Calpine to begin applying for permits i 


LORI ASSA — The Daily Astorian . have a potential site ia hand: he said 
Peter Hansen, Calpine’s vice president of development, fields questions PO . . 


ranging from the safety of the facility to the wages of proposed jobs. 


“We're entering into an experimental 
phase, there will be a lot of public hearings, and trust me, if the public rises up and says ‘no way,’ there’s 
going to be no way” that the project moves forward, Pfund said. 


Port commissioner Dan Hess said that one of the main objectives of the port was to bring living-wage jot 
the area, and with Calpine, “I see lots of jobs, lots of work,” Hess said. 


Support for project 
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There was support for the project from the audience as well. Warrenton resident Terry Wheatley said tha 
supported some sort of industry on the proposed site. “I’m not sure if this is it, but please be open-mindec 
with it,” he said. “Please think about people who are still trying to make a living.” Wheatley asked about 
benefits and wages for the proposed jobs. 


Hansen replied that all of Calpine’s 3,400 employees receive full benefits, and that the wages would be 
comparable to those at the Wauna paper mill. 


In response to St. Helens resident Bob Randolph’s question about who would get the 50 to 75 jobs, Hans. 
said that Calpine “will find as many local people as we can” and train them at Calpine schools; often whe 
facility opens, qualified local people come out of the woodwork to fill the positions, Hansen said. 


Jimmy Beckwith of Brownsmead said that the community needs good industry, and the port “had the 
foresight to open the door.” 


Some at the meeting were concerned that people were coming to the public meeting from outside of the < 
and raising concerns. 


“Every single good economic thing that has been scheduled has been run out of town because of someon 
selfish interest or outside interests that don’t want anything to happen here,” said Warrenton City 
Commissioner Dick Hellberg [CHK]. If the community doesn’t want this to happen, that is fine, he said, 
he added that he didn’t want the decision made by people from elsewhere. 


However, Susie McLerie of Astoria said that the concerns of people in Columbia County are equal to the 
concerns of people in Warrenton. 


“I’m more worried about our river as a jewel in the crown of the Columbia Pacific region,” McLerie said 
Why location? 


The siting of the facility was also an issue, with questions raised about why the facility was not located ir 
metropolitan area, or why it wasn’t located closer to the main pipeline up the river; Hansen replied that tt 
is no space in metropolitan areas and Calpine executives decided they would rather not have the tankers 
traveling so close to the Astoria waterfront. 


He said he didn’t know if it would be better to put a LNG receiving terminal offshore where it wouldn’t 
endanger any residents, as suggested by Rose Priven, but he said that one of the current top rated propose 
within one mile of 9,000 people. Hansen said that the Warrenton facility is not within one mile of any 
residents, a statement met with murmurs of disbelief from the crowd. 

In response to questions about Calpine itself as a company, Hansen told the audience that Calpine was nc 
associated with Enron, and during the California’s energy crisis, “we were the people that kept the lights 
on.” 


When asked why Warrenton residents should trust Calpine, Hansen said the company has proven itself tc 
a good neighbor in communities throughout the country. 


Larger hall 
The question and answer period of the meeting continued for two hours before it was shut down, at the e1 
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Hansen thanked the thinned audience for behaving well and reiterated that safety is Calpine’s primary 
concern. 


There will be another public meeting Tuesday at 6 p.m.; it was originally scheduled to take place at the 
port’s Astoria office, but another location is being considered because of the large turnout for Tuesday’s 
Warrenton meeting. 
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Fire Chief acknowledges hydrant 
painting work by John Sleutel 


By Warrenton Fire Chief 
Ted Ames 

InJuly and August, the depart- 
ment responded to 124 calls for 
service. From January 1 through 
August 31 of this year, the depart- 
ment has responded to 410 calls 
for service. 

As I write this report on Sept. 
20, we are currently at 450 calls 
for service. In calendar year 
1995, a brief ten years ago, the 
department responded to 459 
calls for the entire year. We are 
responding to more calls for ser- 
vice with less people. 

.-Our membership numbers are, 
and have been, down due mostly 
to socioeconomic situations be- 
yond our control. And yet, we 
seem to be able to find the time 
to do things like the 4th of July 
BBQ and parade, stand-by ser- 
vices at yarious community 
events, the Christmas Food Drive 
and other activities. We even take 
the responsibility to weed-eat and 


paint fire hydrants. 

John Sleutel has spent a con- 
siderable amount of time after 
work for the past few weeks 
painting fire hydrants. He has 
gotten over 75 individual hy- 
drants painted. I suppose in the 
grand scheme of things, this is 
really no big deal. However, if 
your house was on fire, wouldn’t 
it be nice if the fire department 
could find the fire hydrant 
quickly instead of having to look 
for it because it was overgrown 
with brush and not visible from 
the street? 

Tm sure most of you know 
John Sleutel. I’m sure most of 
you realize he is a volunteer 
firefighter. People like John and 
the rest of the members of the fire 
department are worth ten times 
their weight in gold to the City. 
A project as important as weed 
eating and painting fire hydrants 
would not get done without 
people like John. You may want 


to thank him, or at least acknowl- 
edge the fact that the job is 
getting done with very little ex- 
pense to the City. In fact, the only 
expense is the cost of the paint. 
What a deal. Oh, and by the 
way, the calls for service just 
keep continuing, too. 
ee 
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Free public fishing day set for Saturday 


Families along the Oregon 
coast have many opportunities 
June 11-12 to try fishing as a 
group activity without having to 
buy any licenses or fancy gear. 

Adults who fish, or who have 
fished in the past, can teach kids 
the sport at one of several coast- 
area lakes stocked with 
legal-sized trout. Parents who 
have never fished or have no fish- 
ing equipment can bring their 
kids to one of several fishing 
events where rods, bait and in- 
struction are provided free of 
charge. 

The events are all part of the 
17th annual Free Fishing Week- 
end when licenses and tags are 
not required to fish, clam or crab 
any where in Oregon. All regu- 
lations related to fishing 
locations, species and catch lim- 
its must be followed. 

“This weekend is all about 
providing families or groups of 
friends with the opportunity to 
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see if they enjoy fishing without 
having to invest in a license,” said 
Jeff Boechler, a district manager 
for the Oregon Department of 
Fish and Wildlife. “We want it to 
be fun so we stock thousands of 
trout in locations that are great for 
first-timers. We also have many 
events where kids can borrow 
fishing equipment and learn what 
it feels like to hook a fish.” 

Along the mid and north coast, 
ODFW will stock ten water bod- 
ies just before the weekend with 
nearly more than 15,000 8-inch 
trout that are ready to be caught. 
In addition, ODFW is co-spon- 
soring seven public kids’ fishing 
events Saturday, June 11. 

The following is a summary of 
some of the many fishing oppor- 
tunities during Free Fishing 
Weekend. Additional information 
may be found at http:www.dfw. 
state.or.us/free_fishing/. 

Fort Stevens State Park: A 
learn-to-fish event will occur 
9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturday, 


June 11, in the park at Coffenbury 
Lake. About 1,000 fish will be 
stocked for the event and Free 
Fishing Weekend. For more in- 
formation, call 503-861-0376. 


Terry O’Casey 
graduates from 
George Fox 


Terry O’Casey of Warrentor 
graduated from George Fox Uni- 
versity during the university’: 
spring commencement ceremo- 
nies held Saturday, April 30. 

O’Casey received a doctor o: 
ministry. 


wee 
Aquafarmers say they car 
grow one-pound lobsters in ont 
month. In the sea, it takes six 
years for a lobster to grow tha 
big. 
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Warrenton Planning Director 
takes job with Clatsop County 


By Gary Nevan 

Warrenton Planning Director 
Patrick Wingard has accepted a 
job with Clatsop County as the 
new Community Development 
Supervisor. 

Wingard, who has worked for 
the city for nearly five years, will 
supervise the county’s planning 

department staff and work on 
long-range and regional planning 
tasks for the county. 

He was hired by former 
Warrenton City Manager Scott 
Derickson who is now the 
Clatsop County Administrator, 

Wingard said he accepted the 
county position to gain experi- 
ence in a different field of his 
profession. 

“T wanted to work outside of 
cities and urban growth bound- 
aries and broaden my 


Patrick Wingard 


professional experience,” he 
said. 

During his tenure, Wingard’s 
many major accomplishments in- 
cluded the updating of the city’s 
development code and compre- 


hensive plan, completing the 


adoption of the city’s wetland and 


| riparian corridor ordinance, com- 


pleting the adoption of the city’s 
transportation plan, building a 
geographic information system 
and mapping program that pro- 
duces zoning, flood plane, street 
and wetland maps, and aerial 
photos, and completing the 
Skipanon River Park project. 

“Tt’s been a great experience 
for me to have worked in 
Warrenton,” Wingard said. “I 
want to extend my gratitude and 
appreciation to the residents and 
business owners of Warrenton for 
working with me and the plan- 
ning department as we took’ on 
some pretty major tasks for the 
city. I feel Warrenton is in a good 
place and set up for many suc- 
cesses. I’m sure I’ll continue to 
work with Warrenton as a county 
planner.” 

Wingard’s last day for the city 
will be June 30, 
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CITY OF WARRENTON 


November 8, 2005 


Rodney Schmidt, President 
Northrise Enterprises LLC 
Washington DC 20008 


Re: Tansy Point LNG Facility 


Dear Mr. Schmidt, 


T was pleased to meet with you the other day and learn. that your company is working 
with Warrenton Fiber Company, Inc. and Nygaard Logging to develop a Liquefied 
Natural Gas (LNG) facility at the City of Warrenton’s Tansy Point Marine Industrial site. 
The City. welcomes the opportunity to learn more and work with you in this effort. 


Warrenton Fiber and Nygaard Logging as the City’s current tenants have approximately 
thirty (30) years remaining on the lease. {n April 2005, the City executed a preliminary 
agreement giving Warrenton Fiber and Nygaard Logging the exclusive right to pursue the 
development of a Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) facility at the Tansy Point site. 


Initial information for the proposal include the construction of a liquefied natural gas 
receiving terminal and a regasification facility. Although the details of that development 
must be designed to protect the citizens of Warrenton and mutually satisfactory 
agreements must be reached, we see this project as being of great potential benefit to the 
City and its citizens. 


Please let me know if the City can provide information or assistance. We look forward to 
your next progress report and update. 


Sincerely yours, 
Gilbert Gramson 
Mayor, City of Warrenton 
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Warrenton: Most support zone change — 


Home Depot 
on track for 
Warrenton 
zone change 


Commission tentatively approves 
rezoning; retailer will pay for 
new road, four-way traffic light 


By SANDRA SWAIN 
The Daily Astorian 


The proposed Warrenton Home Depot store 
will have a $4.5 million payroll and employ 155 
people — 70 percent of them full-time and 85 per- 
cent of them local — and pay wages that exceed the 
Clatsop County average, company executive Brian 
Cannard told the Warrenton City Commission 
Tuesday night. Cannard, Home Depot's real estate 
manager for Oregon, was one of four company rep- 
resentatives who made the case for rezoning land 
on U.S, Highway 101 from residential to general 
commercial to accommodate the store. The 8-acre 
parcel, on property owned by Martin Nygaard, is 
on the west side of the highway, at Dolphin Road. 

After a public hearing, the national home 
improvement chain’s rezoning application received 
tentative approval from the Commission, which 
voted 4 to 0 to direct staff to draw up an ordinance 
implementing the zone change in time for its June 
27 meeting. Commissioner Dick Hellberg was 
absent. 

Cannard said the 102,000-square-foot store, 
with a 28,000-square-foot attached garden center, 
will face toward the city, with its back wall on the 
highway side. Its parking lot and outdoor display 
area will be in front of the store, with access off a 
new road, Dolphin Lane, that will connect U.S. 101 
with Alternate Highway 101, also known as the Old 
Oregon Coast Highway and Spur 104. 

Home Depot will pay to construct the new road 
and a four-way traffic light at its intersection with 
U.S. 101. The new road will also provide access 
to Lum’s Auto Center, which is moving to War- 
trenton, and help resolve access issues for Chris 
Hayward’s Ocean Crest Chevrolet, located on 
U.S. 101, north of the Home Depot site. 

Both David Lum and Chris Hayward spoke in 
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* approved an agreement with 


Nygaard Logging and Kiewit Pacific 


,” Canard said. “I can assure ODOT for its trail project; 
jalf-acre parcel isn’t going to 


appeal, 
you that hi 
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Co. for the city to receive a percentage 


of revenue generated by Kiewit’s use 


pay for a traffic signal on Highway 
101. That’s what Home Depot brings 


favor of the zone change during the 
to the party.” 


public hearing, as did Oregon Depart- 
ment of Transportation managers 
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+ approved a rate increase to $3.74 offloading rocks for the South Jetty 


an hour for the Community Center 


rental, effective July 1; 


In other business, the Commission; 


Lylla Gaebel, speaking as a resident of 


Warrenton. 


and Clatsop County Commissioner 


Valerie Grigg-Devis and Dean Fuller, 


* approved a contract with Bac- 
Gen Technologies for upgrading and 
process-optimization at the wastewa- 


ter treatment plant. 
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Warrenton: Most support zone change — 


Home Depot 
on track for 
Warrenton 
zone change 


Commission tentatively approves 
rezoning; retailer will pay for 
new road, four-way traffic light 


By SANDRA SWAIN 
The Daily Astorian 


The proposed Warrenton Home Depot store 
will have a $4.5 million payroll and employ 155 
people — 70 percent of them full-time and 85 per- 
cent of them local — and pay wages that exceed the 
Clatsop County average, company executive Brian 
Cannard told the Warrenton City Commission 
Tuesday night. Cannard, Home Depot's real estate 
manager for Oregon, was one of four company rep- 
resentatives who made the case for rezoning land 
on U.S, Highway 101 from residential to general 
commercial to accommodate the store. The 8-acre 
parcel, on property owned by Martin Nygaard, is 
on the west side of the highway, at Dolphin Road. 

After a public hearing, the national home 
improvement chain’s rezoning application received 
tentative approval from the Commission, which 
voted 4 to 0 to direct staff to draw up an ordinance 
implementing the zone change in time for its June 
27 meeting. Commissioner Dick Hellberg was 
absent. 

Cannard said the 102,000-square-foot store, 
with a 28,000-square-foot attached garden center, 
will face toward the city, with its back wall on the 
highway side. Its parking lot and outdoor display 
area will be in front of the store, with access off a 
new road, Dolphin Lane, that will connect U.S. 101 
with Alternate Highway 101, also known as the Old 
Oregon Coast Highway and Spur 104. 

Home Depot will pay to construct the new road 
and a four-way traffic light at its intersection with 
U.S. 101. The new road will also provide access 
to Lum’s Auto Center, which is moving to War- 
renton, and help resolve access issues for Chris 
Hayward’s Ocean Crest Chevrolet, located on 
U.S. 101, north of the Home Depot site. 

Both David Lum and Chris Hayward spoke in 
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an hour for the Community Center 


rental, effective July 1; 


101. That’s what Home Depot brings 
In other business, the Commission: 


to the party.” 


favor of the zone change during the 
public hearing, as did Oregon Depart- 


ment of Transportation managers 


Lylla Gaebel, speaking as a resident of 


and Clatsop County Commissioner 
Warrenton. 


Valerie Grigg-Devis and Dean Fuller, 


* approved a contract with Bac- 
Gen Technologies for upgrading and 


process-optimization at the wastewa- 


ter treatment plant. 


+ adopted a resolution supporting 
the Port of Astoria’s request for Trans- 
portation Enhancement funds from 


Peter Ettro, 


who owns a half-acre property adja- 
cent to the Home Depot parking lot. 
Ettro has been fighting zoning and 
other land-use changes needed by both 
Lum’s and Home Depot. Kearns said 
it’s a difficult situation for his client, 
whose land will be virtually in the 


middle of the parking lot. 
sday edition of 


In response to Kearns, Cannard 
The Daily Astorian. Ettro wanted to 


The only person who spoke in 
opposition was Daniel Keams, a Port- 
either sell his property to Home Depot | 
or “hold us hostage to a land-use | 
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WARRENTON — After less than five 
months as Warrenton’s city manager, Pre- 
ston Polasek and the city have parted 
ways. 

Ata special meeting Thursday, Mayor 
Gil Gramson announced Polasek’s con- 
tract was terminated. 

It’s not the first time Polasek has made 


ahasty departure from 
a job in city govern- 
ment. In August 1999, 
he resigned his posi- 
tion as Talent’s city 
administrator after just 
seven weeks in the 
wake of complaints 
against him, accord- 
ing to a story in the 
Medford Mail Tri- 
bune. 

Polasek was not 
present Thursday and 
the circumstances leading up to the City 
Commission’s action were not disclosed. 
However, Polasek left with a severance 
agreement that pays him a total of $60,750 
at the rate of two $3,375 payments a 
month for nine months. 

The city will continue to pay Polasek’s 
family’s medical and life insurance premi- 
ums for nine months unless he gets anoth- 
er job with benefits before then, and the city 
will pay Public Employee Retirement 


Preston 
Polasek 


Warrenton 


dismisses 
its city 
manager 
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It’s not the first time Polasek 
has made a hasty departure 


By SANDRA SWAIN 
The Daily Astorian 


Warrenton: Police chief to run city in interim 


Continued from Page 1A 


System (PERS) contributions for 
Polasek for nine months, 

Mayor Gil Gramson and Com- 
missioners Frank Orrell and Dick 
Hellberg voted to approve the sever- 
ance agreement. Commissioner Mark 
Kuyjala declared a potential conflict of 
interest and did not yote; Commis- 
sioner Terry Ferguson was absent 
because of illness. 

Although Gramson and the other 
commissioners declined to comment 
on the reasons behind their decision 
to act this week, it 
had been rumored 
that Polasek gen- 
erally was not 
well-liked by city 
staff. He definite- 
ly had a rocky 
relationship with 
the Warrenton 
Business Associ- 


problems.’ 


‘We have a good 
crew and I really 
don’t expect any 


— Robert Maxfield 


spoke against Polasek’s proposal, say- 
ing he had “undermined” the board. 

Reading from a prepared state- 
ment, Gramson said, “The city of 
Warrenton and its city manager, Pre- 
ston Polasek, have agreed to end their 
working relationship, effective Jan. 
10, 2008. We wish Preston the best of 
success in his future public service 
career. The city wishes to move in a 
different direction and will immedi- 
ately begin the search for a new man- 
ager.” 

This time, the search will be facil- 
itated by the League of Oregon 
Cities. | When 
Polasek was hired, 
the city had done 
its own search 
without outside 
help. Polasek was 
one of four finalists 
from a pool 6f 20 
applicants. Two of 


police chiefand the finalists took 


ation after interim city manager different jobs and 
attempting to take another withdrew 
$15,500 from the WBA’s contingen- _ his application, leaving Polasek as 


cy fund even though the board had 
voted unanimously against it. 

Atthe Noy. 13 Commission meet- 
ing, WBA Chairwoman Frida Fraun- 
felder said she likely would have 
resigned if Polasek had been allowed 
to go through with it. WBA vice- 
chairwoman Krista Bingham also 


the only candidate to replace retiring 
Ed Madere. 

Polasek came to Warrenton from 
Clatskanie, where he had been city 
manager for seven years and appar- 
ently was well-liked. Gramson, who 
is municipal judge for the city of 
Clatskanie, knew and liked Polasek. 


Kujala and Orrell made a trip to 
Clatskanie to check out his refer- 
ences and came away satisfied. 
Polasek’s wife and two children con- 
tinued to live in their home in 
Clatskanie, while he rented an apart- 
ment in Astoria. His salary was 
$81,000 plus a $300 monthly car 
allowance. 

The Commission appointed War- 
renton Police Chief Robert Maxfield 
to act as interim city manager, and he 
will continue to run the police depart- 
ment. 

Gramson said Maxfield is the 
city’s most experienced department 
head and has the confidence of city 
staff. His pay will be raised to $6,200 
a month while he does double duty. 

Maxfield told the Commission he 
is confident he can handle both jobs 
for the time being. “We have a good 
crew and I really don’t expect any 
problems,” he said. 

After the meeting, Maxfield said 
he intends to make sure city business 
gets taken care of. Issues of impor- 
tance include an appeal of a Feder- 
al Emergency Management Agen- 
cy ruling on the city’s dikes and a 
water rate study that’s under way. 

He will also work with the newly- 
hired public works director, Marc 
Howatt, who starts his job this 
month. “We need to keep the city 
moving forward,” Maxfield said. 


Check 
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its ex-city manager should 

be a cautionary tale. The less- 

than-satisfactory and costly expe- 

tience boils down to one rule: 
check em out. Properly. 

In the private sector, managers 

hire and fire at will. In the pub- 


lic sector, the exit can be a little 
bit more tricky. That’s why the 
selection process must be trans- 
parent and the background 
checks more-than-cursory. 

The man who replaced the 
likeable and competent Ed 
Madere was already working for 
Clatskanie, where Warrenton 
Mayor Gil Gramson works as a 
municipal court judge. When 
three other finalists dropped out, 
Preston Polasek remained. War- 
renton hired him. 

When problems with his lead- 
ership style emerged — including 
outrageous rudeness toward the 
hardworking souls on the War- 
renton Business Association — 
the city couldn’t just say good- 
bye. It cost the Warrenton City 
Commission considerable angst 
- and Warrenton taxpayers 
$60,750 (nine months’ salary) 
plus additional health and pen- 
sion benefits. 

When a reporter started to 


ell OUL 


Wa lry aout ti aso, 


she conducted a computer search 


‘using Polasek’s name, Itrevealed 


similar problems in Talent, Ore., 
back in 1999 that would have 
raised a red flag to any recruiter. 

Astoria City Manager Paul 
Benoit used this technique to 
dodge a bullet when he started to 


narrow the search for a police 
chief to replace Rob Deu Pree. 
Four candidates looked promis- 
ing, and one favored by the 
search committees emerged as a 
front runner. Benoit’s extra effort 
in making deeper checks 
revealed the candidate’s rather 
too colorful past — and the city 
manager had the courage to 
admit he needed to start afresh. 

Warrenton needs to adopt this 
approach. Its leaders needs to 
enlist professional help in the 
search for a new city manager 
and make thorough checks. 
Especially with the amount of 
development happening around 
Warrenton, the city needs a com- 
petent professional administrator 
who can see the big picture while 
attending to the details. 

Meanwhile, city taxpayers 
will fork out their hard-earned 
cash for a mistake that could 
have been avoided. 
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By SANDRA SWAIN 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — Gil Gramson 
will serve as Warrenton’s mayor for 
a fourth one-year term and Mark 
Kujala will be vice-chairman for the 
third year in a row. Unlike most other 
cities, in Warrenton the mayor and 
vice-chairman are chosen each Jan- 
uary by a vote of their fellow city 
| commissioners. 

The vote of the four commission- 
ers present at Tuesday's City Com- 
mission meeting was unanimous. 

| Terry Ferguson was absent. 

| Gramson, who spent 25 years as 

| Warrenton’s city manager, said his 
goals for this year will mainly be 
determined by the results of a goal- 
setting session to be held within the 
next two months. 

He said he expects the goals to 
include beginning to implement 

| improvements in the newly estab- 
lished Urban Renewal District, prob- 
ably starting downtown; passing a 
| resolution establishing criteria for 
| selecting streets and roads to be 
| improved using proceeds from the 
| fuel tax that went into effect recent- 
| ly; overseeing new developments in 
the city, including Lum’s Auto Cen- 
ter, Home Depot, the county’s indus- 
trial park property where anew Cost- 
{ cois planned;’and several tiew sub- 
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Gramson retains reins at Warrenton 


as city eyes ways to ease growing pains 


divisions that will 
soon add more 
than 100 houses. 

Gramson said 
in the next year 
or two, the city 
will likely look at 
imposing system 
development 
charges on resi- 
dential develop- z 
ers for their share Gil 
of the cost of | Gramson 
water, sewer and roads. 

A $20 per 100-square-foot sys- 
tem development charge is in place 
for commercial developments, he 
said. He also expects the commis- 
sion to address affordable housing, 
possibly by partnering with Clatsop 
County on a joint project on county- 
owned property near Warrenton 
Grade School. 

An immediate goal is getting the 
city’s dikes recertified. The dikes’ 
certification has been challenged by 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency. 

At Tuesday’s meeting, the Com- 
mission voted to authorize going for- 
ward with an appeal of FEMA’s dike 
certification process and have hired 
Colin Stelzig, of the engineering firm 
HLB-Otak, to help. FEMA has ruled 
that the dikes, which were built by the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in 


1938, do not meet criteria for with- 
standing a 100-year flood. But Gram- 
son said the dikes, some of which 
are in the downtown area and U.S. 
Highway 101 business corridor, are 
adequate and have been well-main- 
tained by the city. At stake is the 
cost of flood insurance, which Gram- 
son said could triple if the dikes are 
not certified. 

In other business, CPA Paul Niel- 
son presented a 2006-2007 fiscal year 
audit report to the Commission. 
Gramson said he was very pleased 
with the audit, which showed the city 
has $100,000 more in its general fund 
than last year. “All funds have shown 
positive growth,” he said. “We're 
not out to make money. We want 
just enough to pay the bills and make 
needed improvements while keep- 
ing rates reasonable for the public.” 

The Commission also approved 
an employment agreement with Marc 
Howatt, who will start as the city’s 
new public works director no later 
than Jan. 28. 

Howatt was selected from 11 
applicants from Oregon, Washing- 
ton, Nevada, Texas and Arizona. His 
salary is $54,440. Howatt, who grew 
up in Warrenton and graduated from 
Warrenton High School, most recent- 
ly worked in the engineering depart- 
ment in Gresham, and before that in 
West Linn and Sweet Home. 


By JOE GAMM 
The Daily Astorian 


The Clatsop County Board of 
‘Commissioners added an agenda 
item to its meeting today — the 
sale of DeLaura Beach. 

The meeting began midmom- 
ing in the Judge Guy Boyington 
Building. 

Early in 2007, the board con- 
sidered an offer of $1.32 million 
for DeLaura Beach, a 440-acre 
| beachfront parcel belonging to the 
county. 

| The parcel would be added to 
Fort Stevens State Park. 

But before the transfer, the city 
of Warrenton had to rezone the 
parcel as public parks and recre- 
ation land. Warrenton hasn’t done 
that. 

Tim Wood, the director of the 
Oregon Parks and Recreation 
Department, wrote a letter to the 
county Nov. 19, asking what the 
state could do to expedite the 
transfer. 

The state intends to use 
$600,000 of federal money to help 
pay for the purchase, but that 
money won’t be available forev- 
er. 


“Mike Stein, district manager 
of Fort Stevens State Park, said 
| heunderstands that since'the offer 


DeLaura Beach issue back 
under the microscope 


was made, the county might have 
determined the property is worth 
more than previously thought. 
“The state is agreeable to raising 
the offer,” he said. 

He said the state’s main con- 
cern is getting trail work done. 
There is money available in the 
short term for building trails. 

He said the state would like to 
take advantage of grant applica- 
tions coming in February. Stein 
said $140,000 in federal grants 
would go toward planning a trail 
system for DeLaura Beach, 

The state wants the land to 
remain a multi-use park, with dif- 
ferent uses for the trails, including 
fire suppression. 

“There are mechanisms for the 
county and city to get grant money 
to build trails,” Stein said. 

He said, if there’s a means 
through the land sale to help the 
county and city develop trails, the 
state would like to do it. 

But there seems to be a sticking 
point along DeLaura Beach Road. 
The state won’t be able to help 
with trails along that road because 
it won’t be owned by the state. 

Warrenton and Clatsop Coun- 
ty would have to build any trails 
along that road, 

“We'd hope to be an enabling 
mechanism for them,” Stein:said., 


Fuel tax revenue ready to go to 


work in Warrenton 


By SANDRA SWAIN 
The Daily Astorian 


With money now coming in from 
a fuel tax that went into effect this 
year, Warrenton leaders will ask res- 
idents to help decide which roads 
to spend it on first. 

The fuel tax is expected to raise 
about $247,500 a year, all of which 
must go for road improvements. 
Dolphin Road will definitely be at 
the top of the list, the City Com- 
mission agreed at Tuesday’s meet- 
ing, with Seventh Place and North 


Although the dikes have never been 
breached, if they are not certified, 
Property owners behind the dikes 
would have to pay for flood insur- 
ance, City Manager Bob Maxfield 
explained. “I think this is real impor- 
tant,” Commissioner Mark Kujala 
said, noting that the Corps is certi- 
fying dikes throughout the country in 
response to a new FEMA rule. 
The Commission also: 

* approved an agreement with 
the Oregon Department of Trans- 
portation that will allow the agency 
access to its microwave tower, locat- 


Main Drive also in the mix. 

“T can’t think of any road in the 
county that needs more attention 
than Dolphin,” Commissioner Frank 
Orrell said. 

Of the two repair options for Dol- 
phin Road suggested in a memo 
from Public Works Director Marc 
Howatt, commissioners favored the 
one that uses cement-treated base 
(CTB) in a process that recycles 
material existing in the roadway, 
supplemented with crushed rock 
when necessary. 

Cost of the project is estimated at 


ed on the south side of the Skipanon 
River Bridge on East Harbor Drive. 
The access is on property previous- 
ly believed to be owned by ODOT 
that recently was found to be owned 
by a private company. ODOT plans 
to purchase the land. 

* approved a management infras- 
tructure contract with the state Office 
of Emergency Management, which 
will allow the city to receive feder- 
al disaster relief funding for damages 
from the December storm. The city 
has eligible claims of $90,500. 

* authorized staff to go out for 


$117,000 to $119,000. 

Other roads in need of improve- 
ment will be suggested by residents, 
whose comments will be invited at 
the Commission's March 11 meet- 
ing, Mayor Gil Gramson said. 

In other business, the Commis- 
sion approved a $36,600 agreement 
with the U.S. Army Corps of Engi- 
neers to certify that 11 miles of city 
dikes can withstand a 100-year 
flood. 

The certification is necessary for 
an appeal of a Federal Emergency 
Management Agency ruling. 


bids on the Northeast Fifth to North- 
east 13th streets 18-inch watermain 
project; 

* supported an application for 
$370,136 in ODOT Transportation 
Enhancement Funds for a $412,500 
project that would pave a 2.2-mile 
stretch along the top of the existing 
airport dike and make it accessible 
to wheelchairs and bicycles. To sup- 
port the project, the city will pledge 
matching funds of 10.27 percent of 
the total cost, and Warrenton Trails 
Association has pledged an addi- 
tional match of 1.73 percent. 
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Branding links the spirit of two cities 


Astoria, Warrenton seek to promote region with new logo 


By SANDRA SWAIN 
The Daily Astorian 
-F- ROCG 
NE Soph adic The spirit of the Columbia. 

Ah, the visions the two cities hope those words con- 
jure up for the region. 

Those words, and a logo that features a stylized buoy 
10 riding the waves, together make up the cities’ new 
brand, which will be used as a marketing strategy to 
attract visitors and investors. 

Community leaders hope the brand’s association with 
Astoria-Warrenton will soon be as specific and well- 
known as Nike’s “Just Do It.” 

How did this felicitous drawing and tag line come 
about? The long and thorough process drew on the wis- 
dom of experts, the experience of longtime residents 
and the needs of the business community. 

“The biggest challenge we had was coming up with 
a brand for two cities,” said Skip Hauke, executive direc- 
tor of the Astoria-Warrenton Area Chamber of Com- 
merce, which manages the brand. 

He said if the brand had been just for Warrenton, it 


probably would have featured the Peter Iredale wreck or 
the lighthouse from Lighthouse Park. For Astoria, it 
would have been the Column or the Astoria Bridge. 
The trick was to find the one thing that ties the two 
cities together. 

That one thing, Hauke said, is the Columbia River. 

Hauke hopes people will instantly think of Astoria and 
Warrenton when they see the brand, the same way they 
think of Nike when they see the swoosh, But the local 
branding campaign aims more at a regional target. “A 
farmer in a cornfield, what does he know about a buoy? 
But a majority of our visitors come from the Northwest 
and the West Coast,” Hauke explained. 


Consistent 
Todd Scott, Astoria’s community development direc- 
tor, said the branding campaign is a means of present- 
ing a consistent image of Astoria and Warrenton to the 
rest of the world. 
“We’re known as a sportfishing haven, so we pre- 
sent that image; we’re known as a commercial fishing 


See BRAND, Page 12 
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ASTORIA 


WARRENTON 
The c Spiel of: the (Glumbia 


LORI ASSA — The Dally Astorian 
The sun casts a glow over Astoria, Youngs Bay, Warrenton and the ocean Monday. The Youngs Bay Bridge links the two cities, as does the new brand. 
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of the new promotional theme 


Continued from Page 1 


center, so we present that image. We’re 
also known for our heritage and historic 
resources. And people come to Astoria and 
Warrenton to go to the beach and watch 
storms,” Scott said. “Everything we do now, 
whether it’s tourism, whether it’s econom- 
ic development, whatever it is, can fall 
under this umbrella of the branding cam- 
paign we’ve developed,” he said. 

Coming up with the brand was a lengthy 
process undertaken by the Chamber and 
the two cities, with help from the Oregon 
Economic and Community Development 
Department, the Oregon Downtown Devel- 
opment Association and Total Destination 
Management, a Tualatin-based consulting 
firm headed by Bill Baker, as well as input 
from citizens and community leaders. 

Scott said the state Downtown Devel- 
opment Association approached Astoria in 
2004 with the idea of doing a branding 
campaign for Astoria. 

Around the same time, the state Eco- 
nomic and Community Development 
Department offered to fund the campaign 


with a $50,000 grant. 

After discussion with the two agencies 
and Brand Oregon — the governor’s strate- 
gy for marketing the state — it was decided 
that a regional approach would be better, 
Scott said. Once paperwork was completed, 
the Development Association hired Baker, 
who then spent time conducting interviews 
and holding small group sessions with busi- 
ness owners, cultural groups, the college, the 
historical society and others. In addition, 
there was an advisory group of representa- 
tives from many organizations, Scott said 
more than 100 people participated. 

One question that many found interest- 
ing, Scott said, was “If Astoria-Warrenton 
was a famous person, who would it be?” 
Hemingway was quite a popular choice, he 
said. (The question is reminiscent of the one 
famously posed by broadcast journalist Bar- 
bara Walters, who once asked actress 
Katharine Hepburn, “If you were a tree, 
what kind would you be?”) 


Several choices were eyed 
Based on the results of his research, 
Baker came up with several different sce- 


that brings to mind Warrenton. It’s really 
going to promote our marinas, the state 
park and campgrounds and the jetty.” 

Ed Madere, Warrenton’s city manager, 
said the city appreciates state Sen. Betsy 
Johnson’s help in bring the branding strat- 
egy about, as well as assistance from the 
state and the city of Astoria. 

“It’s a great symbol to entice visitors 
and potential commercial and industrial 
investors. We’re pleased the chamber has 
agreed to take a leadership position for the 
brand and look forward to working with 
Astoria as well as other governmental and 
Civic entities the brand would represent,” 
Madere said. 


Moving ahead 

Now that the brand has been approved by 
the chamber and the cities, the next step is 
to implement it. 

“The sky is the limit on where we can 
go,” Hauke enthused. “If you start thinking 
of ways you can promote this and make it 
visible, it can be on brochures, in the Vis- 
itors’ Guide The Daily Astorian produces 
for us, we could even take it so far that the 
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narios and tag lines, which were reviewed 
by the advisory group. He also brought a 
graphic artist here, and developed several 
logo options. 

Hauke said some of the logos were just 
waves, similar to the Port of Astoria logo. 
There were three variations of sails, and 
one like a clipper ship because Baker want- 
ed to take advantage of the area’s maritime 
history. One tag line was “Return to the 
Sea,” but around here people call it the 
ocean, he said. 

“] didn’t care for those. Astoria and War- 
renton are not known for sailing,” Hauke 
said. “The bulk of our history has to do 
with the river, the fishing industry, can- 
neries,” Hauke said. 

Eventually, the buoy design with the 
Columbia River tag line was chosen. 

“Local input is what built this. It wasn’t 
Bill Baker or his firm. But they gave us 
the tools to think,” Hauke explained. 

Warrenton Mayor Gil Gramson praised 
Hauke’s efforts and said he likes the logo 
and tag line. “It’s to our benefit to jointly 
promote the area,” Gramson said. “I think 
the buoy and the river make a good symbol 


chamber could come up with signs for the 
hours of our businesses. Everybody has a 
different type of sign ... You could have it 
on bumper stickers, hats, anything to get it 
out,” Hauke said. 

Hauke said Regina Willkie, the cham- 
ber’s marketing manager, will work with the 
Lower Columbia Tourism Committee and 
the chamber’s board, and the branding 
committee, which is chaired by Dan Bartlett, 
former Astoria city manager. Willkie said 
it will be necessary to set up guidelines for 
using the new brand, so that “everybody 
projects the same image.” 

Bartlett said it will be important to build, 
upon the national exposure the area has| 
experienced over the last decade, get key! 
groups in the community to buy into the 
branding strategy and create an identity 
that “Astoria and Warrenton are where peo- 
ple can find the spirit of the Columbia and 
link into all those little substories - the mar- 
itime heritage, lumbering, fishing - and find 
Test and relaxation and rejuvenation, unlike 
other locations.” 

He predicted “spin-offs” to just about 
every business and consumer in the area. 
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Why are we 
surprised? 


Good-ole-boy management 
is alive and well in Warrenton 


1 most government and busi- 
ess, terminating a top man- 
ager or eliminating a depart- 
ment is serious business. It’s 
done with considerable fore- 
thought and discussion, and 
there is an effort to observe per- 
sonnel policy and law. 

Not in Warrenton. 

Last Tuesday night’s sum- 
mary firing of Warrenton City 
Engineer Alan Johansson was 
highly irregular, to put it polite- 
ly. The item wasn’t on the pub- 
lic agenda. It was brought up 
after Johansson had left the 
meeting. It passed 4-0 after 
minimal discussion. 

To get past the customary 
two weeks’ notice, Warrenton 
councillors said they were real- 
ly eliminating the entire Engi- 
neering Department, so those 
functions could be outsourced 
to a private firm. 

And you thought big corpo- 
tations were cold and calcu- 


lating. Enron couldn’t have 
done it any better. Wait until 
the guy is out of the room and 
cut him off at the knees. Don’t 
let the shareholders (the public) 
in on the secret. 

The professionalization of 
city management is not a recent 
development, and personnel 
management is a highly devel- 
oped set of concepts and laws. 
But at Warrenton City Hall, 
apparently it doesn’t intrude. 


The past continues to intrude ——— = 


on the North Coast’s version of 
the Old South. 

Despite a brief flirtation with 
modern management under 
City Manager Scott Derickson 
and Mayor Jeff Hazen, the 
good-ole-boy school of city 
management has returned to 
the commission. 

Let’s see now. The engi- 
neering firm that gets the city 
contract — Would it be a friend 
of the mayor? 


Warrenton: Commission may 
set policy for agenda items 


Continued from Page 1 


The action came after a surprise 
motion by Commissioner Terry Fer- 
guson at the end of the Nov. 28 meet- 
ing. The motion passed 4 to 0, with 
Frank Orrell abstaining because of a 
family connection to Johannson. Fer- 
guson, Kujala, Dick Hellberg and 
Mayor Gil Gramson all voted yes. 

Johansson, who had left the meet- 
ing early, received the bad news ina 
phone call that night from City Man- 
ager Ed Madere. 

Kujala said Tuesday he would like 
the Commission to put a policy in 
place, “so actionable items of this 
magnitude” would be on the meeting 
agenda. He also thanked Johansson 
for his eight years of service and said 
the city is considering a severance 
package for him. 

However, Kujala emphasized that 
eliminating the engineering depart- 
ment was a good decision now that 
the city’s water and sewage plants 
have been completed. He pointed out 
that over the last two years, Warren- 
ton has used a variety of consultants 
and engineers and said the trend has 
been away from having an in-house 
engineer. “I’ve been consistent in 
looking for ways to be more effi- 
cient,” Kujala said. 

The other commissioners all 
agreed that important items should be 
on the agenda before action is taken 
and favored developing a policy. 
Orrell said there should be guide- 
lines for introducing last-minute 


items. Hellberg said although he 
agrees with Kujala about the need 
for a policy, the idea of eliminating 
the engineering department had been 
discussed earlier. “This was brought 
up at a budget meeting last spring. It’s 
been on the burner for a long time. 
It’s not something brand new to the 
Commission or previous Commis- 
sions,” Hellberg said. 

City Attomey Hal Snow said what 
happened at the Noy. 28 meeting 
“was not illegal,” and the Commis- 
sion is “free to adopt whatever poli- 
cies you choose to conduct your busi- 
ness.” He said state statute allows 
topics to be brought up after the agen- 
da has been published. 

In other business, the Commis- 
sion discussed providing city sewer 
service to the Twin Spruce area of the 
city, and directed staff to get an engi- 
neering study before next year’s bud- 
geting process begins. Gramson 
called it the most “blighted area” in 
the city and long overdue for an 
upgrade. The Commission also 
approved a $5,000 change order for 
additional engineering services for 
design and construction of the Big 
South Fork water pipe bridge and 
thanked the Warrenton Business 
Association for putting up holiday 
decorations downtown. 


Fp DP, 12-13-06 See G66, Page 12 
Warrenton leaders 
admit they bungled 
city engineer firing 


By SANDRA SWAIN 
The Daily Astorian 


At the end of the Nov. 28 Warrenton City Commis- 
sion meeting, City Engineer/Public Works Director Alan 
Johansson lost his job and the city’s engineering depart- 
ment was eliminated. 

Prompted by public criticism, Commission members 
are having second thoughts about the way they handled 
the issue, which was not on the agenda that night. 

“No time is a good time (to eliminate an employee's 
position), but our timing was less than ideal,” Commis- 
sioner Mark Kujala said at the start of Tuesday’s regu- 
lar meeting. “It was a surprise, but yet I agreed to it. 1 
could have asked to table it, but I chose not to,” he said. 
“T now think that was a mistake.” 


See WARRENTON, Page 12 


PLEASE WOTE IN THE 
NOVEMBER 7 ELECTION 


Ballots must be received by mail 
or at a designated dropsite by 
November 7, 2006. 


For more information, please contact 
Warrenton City Hall at 861-2233 
or 
the Clatsop County Clerk, 
Elections Division at 325-8511 
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Ballot Measure Information 
regarding funding 
of the City of Warrenton’s 
Wastewater Treatment Plant 


Ballot Measure Information 
regarding funding 
of the City of Warrenton’s 
Wastewater Treatment Plant 


Included on the November 7 election ballot 
for City of Warrenton residents is a question 
regarding how the City’s new wastewater 
treatment plant and related improvements 
should be funded. 


The question voters are asked is: 


Shall the City issue general obligation 
bonds not to exceed $10,000,000 to 
improve the City’s wastewater 
collection, treatment and disposal 
system? If the bonds are approved, they 
will be payable from taxes on property 
or property ownership that are not 
subject to the limits of sections 11 and 
lib, Article XI of the Oregon 
Constitution. 


The Warrenton City Commission felt it 
important to give residents an opportunity 
to determine how needed improvements 
would be paid, that is, through property 
taxes or through utility rates. If a majority 
of City residents vote yes, up to 
$10,000,000 of the debt would be paid 
through a property tax levy. If a majority 
vote no, this debt would be paid as part of 
the utility bill, specifically, that part 
related to wastewater, 


Following is a review of the estimated effect 
each of the alternatives would have for 
residents, 


PROPERTY TAX OPTION 

If the measure is approved, the City 
Commission may choose to implement a 
level levy rate. That is, the tax rate per 
$1,000 of assessed value would be generally 
the same over the life of the bond, now 
calculated at twenty years beginning in 
2007. It is estimated that this would be 
approximately $1.80 per $1,000 of assessed 
valuation. 


The above is based on City assessed 
valuation increasing three percent per year. 
Should City assessed valuation increase 
more than this three percent per year, the 
rate will be reduced. 


Following are examples of how this rate 
might affect Warrenton residents. 


= A property valued at $100,000 would 
have an additional property tax of $180 
($100,000 divided by $1,000 equals 100 
multiplied by $1.80 equals $180.) 


= A property valued at $150,000 would 
have an additional property tax of $270 
($150,000 divided by $1,000 equals 150 
multiplied by $1.80 equals $270.) 


a A property valued at $200,000 would 
have an additional property tax of $360 
($200,000 divided by $1,000 equals 200 
multiplied by $1.80 equals $360.) 


Ifthe rate remains basically the same each 
year, property tax would increase as the 
value of the home increased. 


UTILITY RATE OPTION 

If the measure is defeated, debt incurred 
for the City’s wastewater collection, 
treatment and disposal system would be 
paid by an increase in the utility rates. 
Preliminary estimates are that the debt 
portion of the monthly residential utility 
bill would increase by approximately 
$19.50 ($235.00 per year) beginning in 
2008. This debt is expected to increase to 
$20.50 (246.00) in 2009. Rate adjustments 
for debt in the following years may be 
necessary. 


Please vote in the November 7 election. 


JANUARY 4, 2008 
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AN INTERVIEW WITH MAYOR GIL GRAMSON 
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THE STATE OF THE CITY OF WARRENTON 


The Columbia Press publisher Gary Nevan sat down 
with Warrenton Mayor Gil Gramson recently to discuss 
important events that happened in Warrenton during 


2007 and major goals the city hopes to accomplish 
in 2008. 


CP: What were some of the major accomplishments 
that took place in Warrenton during 2007? 


Gil Gramson: The creation of the Urban Renewal 
District was very important for the City of Warrenton. 
It will have a dramatic impact on the city for the next 
20 years. Those funds, which we estimate will gener- 
ate about $100,000 the first year, will help start some 
major improvements around the city. It’s a major goal 
of the commission to improve the downtown core area 
with landscaping and other improvements, maybe even 
putting in vintage lamp posts and that type of thing. We 
also want to make improvements to the Hammond and 
Warrenton mooring basins. The fire department needs 
more space. We need to acquire the property to the 
south of City Hall and construct a new building for the 
fire department. We would like to start that project this 
year. All projects will be coordinated with the Urban 
Renewal District Advisory Committee. 

The city fuel tax was an important step for the city 
to help maintain and repair city streets. We finally came 
up with a solution to that problem without having to 
go to the voters for a road district tax levy. It would 
have cost property owners about $1.50 per $1,000 as- 
sessed value for a tax levy compared to the average 
cost of about $20 a year for the 3 cents per gallon fuel 
tax. We will develop a plan soon as to which streets 
will be repaired and go out to bid on some projects 
this spring. 

The development along Highway 101 was a major 
change for the city last year. We have Home Depot, 
Lum’s Auto, Costco and other businesses coming in 
along with a big housing development off of Dolphin 
Avenue and a smaller one off of Ridge Road. 

The retirement of our longtime Public Works Super- 
visor Dave Haskell was a big change for the city last 
year. We have now hired a new public works director 
(see sidebar). We started rehabbing our sewer pump 
stations to upgrade the increased sewage flows. 

Dredging at the Hammond Boat Basin was a major 
accomplishment. 

The retirement of our city manager Ed Madere and 
subsequent hiring of a new city manager was also 
important. 

A lot happened in Warrenton during 2007. 


CP: What are some of the goals the city has for 2008? 


Warrenton Mayor Gil Gramson 


Gil Gramson: We will now have funds for major street 
repair work. It’s been a couple years since we’ve been 
able to do much with our streets, 

We want to install an 18-inch waterline from Sth 
Street to Tansy Point at 13th Street. We will do some 
paving on some of our trails in the city. 

The Urban Renewal District funds will allow us 
to fix up the downtown area. We will work with the 
Warrenton Business Association and the Urban Re- 
newal District Advisory Committee to accomplish 
those projects. 

We need to renew and extend our lease with the 
Army Corps of Engineers at the Hammond Boat Basin 
or acquire the property. The lease expires in 2013. 

LNG will be a major issue in Warrenton this year. 


terminal on the Skipanon Peninsula. They already have 
the necessary city zoning in place. The city needs to 
be prepared and do our due dilligence to protect the 
community both financially and with safety issues. It’s 
a very viable option and has a reasonable chance of 
getting approved at the state and federal level. This 
issue will take up a lot of city time in 2008. 

We want to try and get the USS Ranger to come 
here. I think it’s a great idea and I’ve talked with Mike 
Stein at Fort Stevens State Park who is also enthusi- 
astic about it. 

We néed to develop a plan to move the public works 
facility to a new location which would free up some 
very valuable land in the downtown area. We'll get 
some engineering work done along with a feasibility 
study and cost estimates. 

Other projects planned for 2008 include removing 
the water storage tank on East Harbor Drive. We don’t 
really need it anymore. We will conclude our water rate 
study this year and hopefully come to a resolution with 
our water dispute with the City of Gearhart. 

It’s going to be a very busy but exciting year for the 
City of Warrenton. 


CP: You’ ve been Mayor for three years now and on the 
Commission since 2002. Do you still enjoy it? 


Gil Gramson: I really do. I have the historical knowl- 
edge about the city that I think can help the community: 
The city has gone through some very difficult chal- 
lenges but our future looks bright. We have a solid 
city commission that works very well together. I’m 
always available to the public if they want to talk about 
something. I have my Monday Morning Coffee with 
the Mayor from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. where people can 
come in to City Hall and talk about anything. I always 
welcome comments from the community. 


City to hire new Public Works Director 


Former Warrenton resident and Warrenton High School graduate Mare Howatt may be coming home 
soon to become the new Public Works Director for the City of Warrenton. ; 
Howatt, currently the Development Engineer for the City of Gresham, will take the place of longtime 


Public Works Supervisor Dave Haskell who retired last November, pending the acceptance of an employ- 
ment agreement with the city, said City Manager Preston Polasek. 

Howatt is a 1989 graduate of Warrenton High School. He served in the United States Air Force. Prior 
to his employment with the City of Gresham, he worked for West Linn and Sweet Home. 

Polasek said he anticipates Howatt will start work sometime in mid to late January. 

The city received 11 applications for the position and interviewed four finalists. 


Oregon LNG is working toward constructing an LNG : 
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City manager 


contract 
terminated 


Nine months salary will be paid 


8002 “BI ANVANVE 


By Gary Nevan 
Ata special meeting last Thursday, the Warrenton 


City Commission agreed that the contract with city 
manager Preston Polasek would be terminated im- 


mediately. 


Commissioner Mark Kujala declared a potential 
conflict of interest and did not vote. Commissioner 
Terry Ferguson was ill and did not attend the meet- 


ing. 


Polasek had been employed by the city for only 


five months. 


A statement issued by Gramson said, “The City of 
Warrenton and its city manager, Preston Polasek, have 


agreed to end their working relationship effective Jan. 


10, 2008. We wish Preston the best of success in his 


future public service career. The city wishes to move 


ina different direction and will immediately begin the 


Gramson said later that the decision to part ways 
with Polasek was a result of difference in style of 


search for a new manager. 
management. 


“His management philosophy was not acceptable 


to our staff,’ Gramson said. 
Polasek had come highly recommended by numer- 


ous people, said Gramson. 


Continued on page 3 


Warrenton Fire Chief jumps 
into action during Boston fire call 


Sometimes instincts just take over. 

When City of Warrenton officials recently visited the Boston area in a fact-finding trip to 
tour an LNG plant, several toured an old fire station in the city’s downtown area. 

The beautiful brick building even has an old-fashioned brass pole which firefighters slide 
down whenever a call comes in. 

While touring the fire station, a call did in fact come in and city officials watched as Boston 
firefighters quickly slid down the pole from the second story and put on their firefighting gear 
before boarding the fire truck. 

Commissioner Mark Kujala said he turned to Fire Chief Ted Ames to ask him what he thought 
of the fire station when he noticed that Ted was nowhere to be seen, 

“One minute he’s next to us,” said Kujala, “and the next minute I see him jumping into the 
fire truck as it’s leaving the station, We couldn’t believe it. We thought that Ted’s instincts just 
took over and he thought he was responding to a call in Warrenton.” 

As it turned out, Ted’s nephew, who used to live in Seaside, works as a firefighter at the 
Boston Fire Station and had pre-arranged for Ted to go along if a call came in that night. 


ce 
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City manager 
search now 
down to six 


Police Chief Bob Maxfield 
applies for job and makes cut 


Police Chief and Interim City Manager 
Bob Maxfield 


At a special meeting held Tuesday night, the 
Warrenton City Commission narrowed its search 
for a new city manager down to six applicants. 

| There were 29 total applications for the position 
that was vacated after Preston Polaski was let go 
by the commission in February. 

Warrenton Police Chief Bob Maxfield has been 
serving as the city’s interim city manager and had 
applied for the position. He was one of the six 
chosen by the commission to be interviewed. 

The commission will conduct telephone inter- 
views with the applicants next Thursday and then 
decide whom to invite to Warrenton for formal 
interviews. 

The League of Oregon Cities assisted the city 
in the application selection process and facilitated 
the meeting on Tuesday. 

Mayor Gil Gramson said the city hopes to have 
a new city manager in place by early May. 
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WARRENTON DOG PARK UPDATE 
Volunteers needed 
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Wei, the end is near, as they say. After a long winter 
with several setbacks (including a car crashing into a 
corner of the fence and a 100-foot Sitka spruce falling on 
another section) the Warrenton Dog Park at Carruthers 
Park is nearing completion. 

According to park organizer Jann Luesse, there is still 
much to be done and volunteers are needed to help get 
the final segments done. 

She says, “It feels like we are so close to finishing, 
especially when looking back at the beginning. Yet, there 
is still plenty to do before completion. But the end is in 
sight—I know it will happen!” 

As of late March, Luesse reports, “The car accident 
damage along the front was repaired and I finally got 
the December hurricane tree removed. So that section 
will have to be replaced. We are waiting for the cement 
pad guy to get a break in his big projects which he tells 
me should be in the next few weeks. We can’t put up 
any more fence until the pad is done, other than the re- 
pairs. When the cement pad is finished, we'll put in the 
French drain, water hook up, and the final connecting 
sections of fence and pad enclosure fencing and gates. 
Then the rest of the bark around the perimeter, pet waste 
stations, signs, benches, and anything else I’ve forgotten! 
Oh, yeah, another street light towards the back. That I 
can’t do myself, so it will depend on the goodness of 
someone else’s heart!” 

There are many ways that people can get involved 


as park nears completion 


‘3 


re 


with Warrenton Dog Park, both in the effort of getting 
it completed or helping to maintain it after it is up and 
running. Financial assistance will be an ongoing need. 

Luesse welcomes any and all help with the project 
and says, “As always, we appreciate all volunteers 
who want to help, no experience necessary. Funds 
will be an on-going need for maintenance, repairs 
and stocking the pet waste stations. After the park is 
open, we will need volunteers to restock the pet waste 
stations with poop bags and replace the garbage bags 
with new ones, putting the full bags in the city garbage 
cans. To get this done once a week it would only take 
four or five people to commit to one day a month. The 
more people who volunteer for garbage duty, the less 
often anyone has to do it! Although not the sweetest 
job, it’s quick, easy and essential for everyone to enjoy 
the dog park!” 

Luesse adds, “It would also be fun to have an opening 
ceremony. If anyone has ideas or experience and wants 
to be involved, I would love to hear from them!” 

To get involved, please contact Luesse at 503-861-3669 
or warrentondogpark@yahoo.com. 


Warrenton City Commission 
ready for food bank designs 


By SANDRA SWAIN 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — A long await- 
ed countywide food bank to be locat- 
ed in Warrenton, took a giant step 
forward Tuesday when the Warren- 
ton City Commission authorized City 
Manager Bob Maxfield to send out 
a Request for Proposals for archi- 
tectural design services. 

The new 5,000-square foot metal 
warehouse will replace the existing 
Clatsop County Regional Food 
Bank, located in the rundown old 
Darigold building next to the train 
station on Astoria’ riverfront, It sup- 
plies nearly a dozen local pantries, 
six shelters and three hot meal sites. 

The city agreed in March to act as 
the sponsor of a $472,000 federal 
block grant, administered by the 
state, to help pay for construction 
of the food bank, which will be oper- 
ated by Clatsop Community Action, 
It will be built on donated land in the 
Warrenton industrial park on S.E. 
19th Street, near the Clatsop Coun- 


ty animal shelter. Property owner 
Martin Nygaard and developer Steve 
Olstedt offered to donate the 1.1- 
acre site last year, but it took until this 
month to work out the details of the 
transfer. At Tuesday’s meeting, 
Maxfield told the Commission he 
had received a signed document 
from Olstedt for the property and 
will soon be signing agreements for 
an environmental assessment and 
geotechnical services. 

Mayor Gil Gramson was pleased 
that the project is moying forward. 
“This is a well thought out program 
that is really needed in this commu- 
nity. I'm very proud we agreed to 
work with them (CCA),” Gramson 
said. Maxfield said CCA has 
received $250,000 in donations in 
addition to the block grant. 

In other business, the Commis- 
sion: 

* approved a resolution increasing 
the minimum fee for a building per- 
mit by about 5.7 percent, the first 
fee change since 1996, The new fees 
take effect Sept. 1. 


* approved a five-year contract 
with Western Oregon Waste for 
recycling services, effective Oct. 1, 
that will increase monthly fees to 
$6.40, from the current $5.40. The 
city provides its own garbage service. 

* approved an agreement with 
DataProse for software that will 
improve the city’s utility bills. Now 
in postcard format, the new bills will 
be itemized on a full page and 
include a return envelope. The new 
system will cost the city an addi- 
tional $415 monthly, which will be 
partly offset by saving six hours of 
labor a month, Maxfield said. Gram- 
son said the improvement is long 
overdue. “We need to get modern 
with our billing,” he said. 

The Commission postponed a 
public hearing to consider revisions 
to the city’s comprehensive plan and 
development code until the Sept. 23 
Commission meeting. A 5 p.m. work 
session will be held before the 7 p.m. 
regular meeting to give commis- 
sioners a chance to go over the 300- 
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EDITORIAL 


Support our fire and police 


Three important Warrenton tax measures will be on the 
November 4 ballot. 

Measure 4-138 is to replace aging fire and police depart- 
ment vehicles and equipment, some as old as 22 years. 

Measures 4-141 and 4-139 are to retain the current 
positions of a fire training officer and a police officer, plus 
add a full-time firefighter/EMT person and a detective/ 
police officer. All three measures are worthy of careful 
consideration. 

The mostly all-volunteer fire department has protected 
the lives and property of Warrenton residents day and 
night since the early 1900s. Back in the old days when 
Warrenton had only a few thousand residents and no major 
commercial development, an all-volunteer fire department 
could handle most emergencies. But times are changing. 
Volunteer numbers have not increased in years while the 
city is growing at a rapid rate. 

In 2007, the fire department responded to 768 calls. In 
2008, so far, the department has had over 600 calls. That’s 
a lot to ask of people who also have full-time jobs, families 
and other responsibilities and interests. 

The department's two full-time employees, Fire Chief 
Ted Ames and Fire Training Officer John Shepherd, put 
in many more hours than a standard 40-hour work week. 
One or both of them respond to nearly every call, day or 
night. That means after putting in a regular (if there is such 
a thing) 8-hour day, they also often get up out of their warm 
beds to respond to a 2 a.m. emergency call. If they're lucky, 
they get a few more hours of sleep before getting up and 
opening the fire department doors at 7 a.m. The same is 
true for the volunteers who respond to those night calls 
and then have to get up and go to their jobs. 

These dedicated public servants go way beyond the call 
of duty to protect the citizens of Warrenton. They need help 
and they need it now. 

The police department responded to an incredible 1,599 
calls in the third quarter of 2008. An added detective po- 
sition would help solve many of the burglary crimes that 
seem to be rising each year. The retention of the current 
police officer is critical to the community. 

With all the new development in Warrenton, both resi- 
dential and commercial, the calls for fire and police will 
only be increasing every year. 

An important question that some voters are asking is 
why the City has not been putting away money every 
year in a vehicle replacement fund? Also, why didn’t the 
city long ago implement a System Development Charge 
(SDC) on all new development to help pay for much 
needed fire and police department equipment. Shouldn't 
major corporations like Home Depot and Costco be asked 
to help fund increased public safety needs that inevitably 
come with growth? Most other cities have an SDC, why 
not Warrenton? 


These are fair questions to ask the Warrenton City 
Commission. 
4 With the current bleak economic situation in our country, 
it's not the best time to ask taxpayers for more money. : 
; But we must look at the reality of the situation. Warrenton 
is growing. There is much more development on the ho- 
rizon. Our fire and police departments are being asked to 
provide extraordinary services on a shoestring. 

Let's not punish the people who work so hard to protect 
us. It's not fair to them, and it’s not fair to you. 


Gary Nevan 


The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — More people are 
buying used cars. And despite reports to the 
contrary, financing is still available. 

‘That was the message from Jim Thomp- 
son, general sales manager at Ocean Crest 
Chevrolet in Warrenton. 

Around the region, retailers, the hospi- 
tality industry and other businesses are 
reporting mixed success as the U.S. econ- 
omy slides toward what might be a full- 
scale recession. However, the overriding 
message from business leaders is that the 
North Coast hasn’t been as badly hit as 
other areas of the nation — yet. 

“There are fewer people coming in,” 
said Thompson at Ocean Crest. “Their big 
concern is that they can’t get financed.” 

National media have given the 
impression that there aren’t financing 
options available for car buyers, Thomp- 
son said. 

“We're advertising — letting people 
know that they can get financed,” he added. 

He also said the dealership seemed to be 
selling more used cars. Regardless, he 
anticipates the market to turn around soon, 
and said he recently hired three new sales 
people. 

“Do it during the slow season, rather 


than waiting for the new season,” Thomp- 
son said. “We're hanging in there.” 


Impacts slow to kick in 

It may be too early to tell if the down- 
turn in the economy will affect local busi- 
nesses, any more than the weather does. 

At the Pig ’N Pancake restaurant, pres- 
ident Wayne Poole said all of the stores — 
in Cannon Beach, Seaside and Astoria — 
were slower than usual in September. In 
fact, summer was “definitely” slower than 
other summers. 

“T attribute that to gas prices and the 
weather,’’ Poole said. 

He said he hasn’t looked at October's 
figures yet, but he doesn’t think the drea- 
ty national news about the economy has 
been felt here yet. 

“There are so many variables,” he said. 
“The weather has a stronger impact. It has 
alot more to do with that—and how many 
people are at the convention center (in Sea- 
side).” 


Gas prices, weather 


more significant 
Dave Norstedt, vice president of oper- 
ations for Martin Hospitality, said he has 


‘See BUSINESSES, Page 7A 


ALEX PAJUNAS — The Daily Astorian 
Jim Thompson, left, the general sales manager at Ocean Crest Chevrolet in Warrenton, helps salesman Rob Pasch answer 
a question from a customer Wednesday. 


North Coast businesses report ups 
and downs as economy turns sour 
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Businesses: ‘Hopefully, the North Coast will stay strong’ 


Continued from Page 1A 


seen “a little weakness” in the num- 
ber of people patronizing the com- 
pany’s four hotels and three restau- 
rants. But he also blamed gas prices 
and weather. 

Although the “season” began a lit- 
tle late this year, Norstetd said, by 
mid-July, the hotels were booked 100 
percent well into August. 

Even after a week of record lows in 
the stock market and the dismal eco- 
nomic predictions coming from Wall 
Street, Norstedt said he was “pleas- 
antly surprised” that the Cannon Beach 
hotels were full and the restaurants 
were busy Saturday night. 

However, he added, bookings at 
the company’s Inn of the Four Winds 
in Seaside were “definitely weaker” 
during a time of year when it should be 
relatively well occupied. 

“T’ve seen more of a weakness in 
the Seaside market,” Norstedt said. 

“We have a long economic recoy- 
ery ahead of us,” he added, “I don’t 
expect business to be brisk. But peo- 
ple love the beach, and they tend to find 
ways to get here. They may be spend- 
ing a little less than before.” 

The “worst” thing that people can 
do is “hunker down in their houses 
and stop spending money,” said 
Norstedt, because that will cause the 
entire economy to slow down, much 
like it did from 2000 to 2002. 

“Tt’s an unusual time,” he said, 
“This is affecting the global econo- 
my, and we neyer saw that before.” 


No worries here 
Mike Wallis, owner of the wine 


| shop Cellar on Tenth in Astoria, said 


his spring sales were down but fall 


sales were up. He said his customers 
are mostly in upper income brackets 
and haven’ t cut their spending on wine, 
from what he can see. 

Astoria’s Cannery Pier Hotel is also 
doing fine, according to its manager, 
Don West. “Currently we don’t see 
any downturn here,” West said. Peo- 
ple who shorten their trips still come to 
the North Coast, even if they have 
decided to scuttle plans for vacations 
at Disneyland or in Hawaii. 

With shoulder season rates for the 
Cannery Pier Hotel ranging from $169 
for regular rooms to $550 for the 
hotel’s Pilot House, the upscale hotel 
appeals to affluent visitors. 

“T’m feeling really good in this final 
quarter,” West said. “A lot of people 
looking for this type of accommodation 
are still traveling.” 

But he’s not making any bets about 
the future, “Your guess is as good as 
mine,” West said. “Hopefully, the 
North Coast will stay strong.” If things 
do take a turn for the worse, West pre- 
dicts it will happen suddenly because 
people don’t plan in advance for week- 
end trips to the coast they way they do 
for trips to more distant locations. 


Lektro holding steady 

International sales keep business 
booming at Lektro Inc., which manu- 
factures electric aircraft towing vehi- 
cles at its plant in Warrenton. “We’re 
holding our own,” said CEO Eric Paul- 
son. Even though business with domes- 
tic airlines is down, Paulson said the 
weak dollar has helped Lektro’s sales 
to customers in the Middle East, 
Europe, Asia and South America. 

Paulson said today’s emphasis on 
the environment is good for Lektro 
because the company builds vehicles 


powered by electricity, not gasoline. 
“The trend around the world is to go 
green and reduce emissions,” he said. 
Last year was the biggest year Lek- 
tro ever had, Paulson said, and this 
year is on pace to be the second biggest 
year for the company. “We've had a 
decent year considering the econo- 
my,” Paulson said. Still, he reduced 
personnel, cut back on “luxuries” and 
got back to essentials in anticipation of 
economic troubles. “We’ve cut back, 
become a little lean. The key right 
now is just to be efficient. There’s no 
room in this economy for waste.” 


Bornstein, Autio coping well 
High-priced seafood items are 
among the first to feel the effects of an 
economic slowdown, said Andrew 
Bornstein, a manager at Bornstein 
Seafoods in Astoria. But his plant isn’t 
feeling a dramatic plunge in sales. 

As the American dollar weakens, he 
said, his plant is exporting more fish 
overseas, putting more fish in the freez- 
er for longer shelf life and selling less 
expensive seafood products such as 
shrimp meat. 

“We're not laying anybody off or 
down-sizing at all,” he said. 

Mike Autio, owner of Autio Man- 
ufacturing, which makes food pro- 
cessing equipment and employs 14 
people, said his facility is still busy. 

“Tt’s surprising, but so far we’re 
still busy,” he said. “We’re pretty 
happy about that.” 


One business that 
is booming 
And lastly, when economic times 
are bad, folks try their best not to waste 
money. They also look for services 


they can afford. 

Coastal Family Health Center, an 
Astoria health provider that cares for 
uninsured and underinsured people, 
reports that the number of people 
applying for its services has skyrock- 
eted recently, increasing as much as 
500 percent. 

Jim Coffee, the clinic’s executive 
director, said six weeks ago it was 
sending out 10 to 15 packets of appli- 
cations per week. Now the number is 
between 50 and 60. 

He said he can’t say for certain why 
people are turning to the clinic because 
it doesn’t ask people why they are 
applying to be clients. 

“Tt’s tough if you lose your insur- 
ance,” he said. But he added that some 
health care providers like CFHC and 
Columbia Memorial Hospital don’t 
Tequire payment at the time services are 
given. 

“We have payment plans and a lot 
of options that people can apply for and 
use,” said Steve Buckelew, CMH 
director of marketing. “Our mission 
is to bring the best health care to the 
community regardless of people’s abil- 
ity to pay.” 

“We see an upswing in the number 
of people trying to get into our system,” 
Coffee said. “But we also see an 
increase in the number of people being 
‘no pay’ or ‘slow pay.” 

Coffee said a lot of the people com- 
ing in don’t even have the $15 co-pay 
the clinic asks them to pay. 

“Jt ends up costing us five or six 
dollars to collect 15,” he said. 


Reporters Joe Gamm, Nancy 
McCarthy, Cassandra Profita and 
Sandra Swain contributed to this story 


OsP bomb squad called after suspicious box found 


On September 1, at 8:56 a.m. a citizen reported a suspicious 
item underneath a vehicle belonging to the Northwest Oregon 
Housing Authority located at 147 S. Main Ave. Warrenton 


Police Department Reserve Officer Jeff Rusiecki responded 
and found a small tool or tackle box had been placed under the 
vehicle and was definitely out of place, said Warrenton Police 
Chief Mathew Workman. 

Reserve Officer Rusiecki called for assistance and Chief 
Workman arrived on the scene. The decision was made to 
secure the area and call for assistance from the Oregon State 
Police Explosives Unit out of Salem. Warrenton Fire Depart- 
ment and Medix Ambulance personnel were activated and 
staged at City Hall. 

The alley behind the Northwest Oregon Housing Authority 
was blocked off and remained closed for the next four hours. 
Chief Workman took photos of the box and sent them via text 
message to the OSP Explosives Unit personnel who were re- 
sponding. The Northwest Oregon Housing Authority property 
manager then arrived. Once OSP Explosives Unit personnel 
arrived they conducted an investigation and eventually took 
an x-ray of the box determining it was not a danger. OSP Ex- 
plosives Unit personnel opened the box and found only tools 

Continued on page 6 
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